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Reflectionsedidha Puaslimgs of

Over the | asdefleoewenwerb&sl,edting on the | c
Stranton aandPGEs Lakewe | ook for fresh en
both parism/ees beennd rawstllbeenngtriuck by th
of Psalm 127.

Unl ess the Lord builds the house, the bu
Unl ess the Lord watches over the city, t
|l n vain you rise early and st a up | at e,
Toi |l i ng f oirf ofro ohde tgor aenatts sl eep t o t hose
As we seek renewed vision, whose Vvision
usi ng? Are we simply seeking threseghbey
the horizdn,setehaitntcoant he futur®@ ?eye®r? arkle
turning to him as we wake and as we sl ec
here i n Hartlepool ? Are we | ooking onl
strength with our own | i mited vision? (
dream big, and go big?

The Psalm says, unl ess the Lord builds
ot her words, al | the hard wor&od nantdh eh iws
we rely on. Pr dfweursbhts i3n ttehlel sLouwsd two t h a
on your own understanding; in all your
paths otraight.

Are we trusting in God as we seek new v
we relying on God as we seek to grow de
seek reach out into our communities and
di scerning@g whel Sporius as we | ook to gra
younger, as we | ook to welcome more peop
The prophet Jdlrheins aihs wwh & te &tthaen dL oartd tshaey sc
and | ook; ask for the ancient paths, ask
you will find &@Jsetr féorl6y)our soul s.

Both the Psalm and the Prophecy tell us
his guidance, when we stand at the cros:
then walking in it, we &GiG®dpatnhd wee srteed
and when we find it, we need to wal k ir
| oves. But i f we strive to do things or
early and stay up | at e, i n vain we burn
exhaust ourselves, and we become ineffec
So, as we seek renewed vision, I encour a
Go@d@ will foriT owr @lui ches and our commu
among us. Ask for his guidance, and i
receive any pictures or words of wisdom,
member of the team, as we &omtiildue ntdo tlh
has in tore for wus.

Grace and peace, Revd John



From the Home Front
(0]

I know | have spoken before about how Go
make our pl ans for each day, di ary upc«
detail, wuswually wi thout consulting Him
Well, that was just what | did, but God
My wusual early morning video call to my
when her house <cat escaped out of an
daughter was sobbing that she hasdt efpasl |aenn
seemed as i f she had broken a bone, a f
woul d | be able to come to | ook after h
right, she had broken her foot, was i n &
the bones and she was hobbling around o
t asks

I | mmedi ately set about reorganising eve
di airggrandson s-apspl wprkkin school s, hel
reading in church, meetings, volunt eeri
reorgani se my medi cati ons to have enou
various people to take over roles,ibhen
I i st seemed endl ess! But within &8deaomir
never having driven the full jJjourney on
My days are very busy cooking, washi ng,
the house, taking children to after sch
was found!), plus trying to coordinate
survive my cat allergy symptoms!

Being on cal/l 24/ 7 on sn ouw e rays hyaorudh gwaarsk 1 a sw
got used to dge adiitntgibged mixaamgduring the d:
are compensations such as being woken b
over the house on the way to their morni
witnessing the start of spring again (w
here), eyeballing an adul't doe which ap
barrier as dusk fell, spending Mum and
grandsons and enjoying cuddles as we r1 ea
window of the hill s, drives along the co
over the rock stacks and into the cliff:
plus understanding more of the | ocal ac
Church of Scotland kirk where | have be:q
found peace and rest iIin the prayers and,
|l t may not be how | was expecting to spe
feel t hankf ul and blessed to have been
many gifts from God along theéway knowin
Christ with me, Christ before me, Chri st
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Chri
Christ when | | i e down, Christ when | si
Christ in the heart of every man who thi
Christ in the mouth of everyone who spea
Christ in every eye that sees me, Chri st
J. A. R.
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90'0Anni versary Cr'asfatr chha i

A 9'¢Onniversary Craft Fai r& w@e mnmuwen i
Centre with a wiidw owWartiuetny nagf, sstweelelt

cl ot hes, photographs, bags, Easter
mer chandi se and jewell ery.
Drinks, cakes plus soup and a bun w
|t was a successful and enj oyabl
conversations taking pl ace.
Many thanks to alll the stall hol der

organi sed and helped before and, 0
of fice who coordinated all the sell
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Ward Jackson CE Primary Update

Wingfield has a lovely day at Beamish Museum.

We found out how ice cream was invented and
then we got to explore the 1950's museum!

de Q & o0

¥=  Reading & Story Afterschool Club ' &
To promote the love and importance of reading,
we are lucky to have teamed up with students
from Hartlepool College of Further Education to
run a Reading and Story Afterschool Club.

Our first session was yesterday and was a great
success - it lots of fun and the children
absolutely loved it! We'll be running the club
every week - there are still a few places




Happy Easter to Everyone
Alleluia Christ is Risen

He is Risen Indeed Alleluia

St Matthew’s 23
Community Centre Coffee a:’”,,fj
Elwick Road &k Cake

Coffee or Tea, Cake and Company
2.00 pm. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday 2nd May 202 ¢

A time to spend together,
meet new people, make new friewds

¢




TradiofMaki Migni1 aEagté&ar den

The tradition of making miniature |
celebrate the resurrection of Chri
gardens are often placed i n churche
centrepiece during Easter celebrati
of Christ and the hope of a prosper
t wi gs, fl owers or a smal&l vtiosnubalt os te
The gardens serve as a vVvisual remi
and are a fun project to do with <ch

Prover bi al Homemaker

A prayer can go where | cannot go.
Through prayers | can be with you
Without being there.
| may be miles away but my prayers
will always be with you.
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Easter Eggs: What I s the Hist

Ea er eggs symbolize new | ife and the
Christia€@handtpaer traditions.

Christian Symbolism

Il n Christianity, eggs represent the empt
the sealed tomb, and cracking trReueggchbD
victory over deat h. Early Christians, [
woul d have priests bl ess eggs during t
di stributed to the congregati on -dayse da egy
specifically symbolize the blood of Chr
story.

Pr-hri stian and Seasonal Root s

Before Christianity, eggs were widely re
the renewal of i fe i n spring. -BMarnoyp ear
societies, celebrated the emergence of
eggs as gifts. This seasonal symbol i sm c
Easter celebrations, blending natwural <cy
Practical and Cultwural Traditions
During the medieval peri od, eati ng -deeag/g s
period of fasting before Easter Chicke
Easter Sunday, eggs wer e abundant and
Traditions such as egg rolling, decorat i
over time, maintaining both th festive
cul tures, eggs were el aborately decorat
someti mes preserved as heirl ooms.

Today, Easter eggs are celebrated in bot
eggs, egg hunt s, and decorative eggs con
and joy, while stil!l reflecting the hist
|l n summary, Easter eggs are a fusion o
ancient springtime fertility customs, e

and festive traditions.




8 Easter Eggheads o

Mbnday 30" March to Thursday 2™ April 2026 g
6:00 pm to 7:15S pm

3

@

Games, Crafts and the Easter Story
followed by a Quiz

All Primmary School Children Welcome

e

Good Friday 3™ April 2026
10:00 am to 11:30 am

Refreshments including Hot Cross Buns

All Welcome

Venue
O St Matthew's CC
Elwick Road
TS26 9JF

God of peace,

When fear threatens to consume us
our hearts, send us your Spirit of
power and love.

We pray urgently and unceasingly
for peace across the Middle East.

We pray for communities who have
been displaced and for families
traumatised by bombing.

We hold before you those who need
comfort and help, especially those
who are injured or bereaved.
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St Matthew’s Community Centre at 4-5.30pwm
X

For wmore information contact
Wary Toves on 07472 342540
See our Facebook page: Stranton Messy Church

Lots of Fun whole Fan

Il not let you:

mble; the one who

not slumber. Indeed, he -
-+ who watches over Israel
 never slumbers or sleeps.”
~ Psalms 121:3-4 NLT

- v,




Are you planning a special celeflgra
and | ooking for a venue?
Have you thought about
St Matthew's Community Centrle?
We have 2 |l arge halls which can accommod]at e
as well as 1 |l arge and 2 small kitchens| fo
One hall is even big enough tod house Ja b
ideal for children's parties
We al so have our own private car park and gome
al fresco fun for your guests.
I f you would |Iike further informatifn
Trish Playfor (00429 78390460 b6@&)WNi0Mg of fice jhou
and we wil!/ be happy to hel p.
{ UsSg@s )f a b/ 'J'"'iifﬁ‘)'i])'fi'"'J’I)’3)]3?"“)’)’5)')5]“)"")’J’]’)]I)"I)'3])'3])’3])’3])’3))’)’5)'}')’)}')}"")']I')"J"Ji)'iJi)?'Ji)'i','iﬁ]]'}])i]]}'ﬁ))
w2z 2Uy 3 [ 7Y & N .,,1 ¢
A X A @(‘ A DOCTOR
oT DNBUl 1OSYHss  couMERCIALA DOMESTIC
| F Nt SLI2 2 ¢ ™\ CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
¢{Hp p[o A
¢StY nmMnud| HHMT YN
CIEY AnAMnOH Cb Hy h,.---_-ii TELEPHONE
a2o0AftS nr ln  MAup nmenH peEppM
0N = Mobile 07770 451111 [
aSYOSNI 2F UKS &/
CSRSN} o2y ¥ wz220y3
/[ 2y GNJ OG0 ANA

Victoria House
FUNERAL SERVICE

—

Carl Mean Apolena Wilson Andrew Evans Andrew Gardner

Dip FD, MBIE  Dip FD, MBIFD MBIE Dip FD
TELEPHONE: (01429) 234777 * 26 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL TS26 8DD

WWW.VICTORIAHOUSEFUNERALSERVICE.CO.UK
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| Helping Hands

e
Doyf)uneeda J YSAGK 2|'f1§f
el Pl anely hLIKGKEFEE YAO H LI

Our Stranton care team has been
providing award winning quality

home care since 1989. HY i?\él'flzNJ\ | w2 | 'z
ftY nmMnH® HTTpp

We offer you a one to one live in care ¢S
service which enables you or your
loved one to remain at home with
compassion and dignity.

To find out more, call:

0808 180 1033 or visit:
inghands.co.uk
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A favourite hymn

u have a favourite hymn, or
' ongs which remind you of
no obvious reason resona
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VZ Let us build a house where proph
and true

V® Let us build a house where | ov
wheat

V& Let us build a house where hand
and stone

VB Let us build a house where all a
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My F i

I was by His side when h
For | w resn, y a true
Robbed a took whatever
Now | i ke mate on the o
My i fe i owly and crue
No one wi mourn my | oss
As | die on this cruel rou
My mate mocked and sai d de
Full of anger, to our other
Then | asked the middle guy
To remember me, when | di e,
Then | heard a reply to me
You wi || I n paradi se wi
Shortly after he | owered
The I esson | | earnt was
Christ di for me i n my
But Hi s message is out there

For you

fave the Dates

M SUNDAYS@6 WITH
REVD DR NICK MOORE

A 6 PM IN CHURCH

COMMUNITY FUN DAY

Ward Jackson CofE Primary School
10AM-3PM

BEER AND HYMNS
T IN CHURCH

5PM

HISTORY EXHIBITION IN CHURCH

10AM-3PM

W ABSEIL CHURCH TOWER

" COMMUNITY CHOIR
' CONCERT IN CHURCH
7PM

MORE INFO: 01429 894006, admin@stranton-church.org.uk

www.stranton-church.org.uk
Find us on Facebook: allsaintsstranton

na.l

t o

be a much ear |l

A PRAYER FORIRAN "~

BY THE RT REVD DR GULI FRANCIS-DEHQANI,
BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD

Ever loving God,

who hears us in our anguish and distress,
and longs for us to be free.

We pray for the people of Iran

and the wider Middle East,

at this time of fear and uncertainty.

Be near to those who are anxious;

bring comfort to all who are suffering.
Guide those with the power to make decisions,
and lead them in the ways of wisdom,
compassion and moderation:

that people of good will would seek
harmony and reconciliation.

Join us with our Christian brothers

and sisters in all places,

in praying for peace with justice,

through him who is the prince of peace,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Question



New archbishop to walk from
The new Archbishop of Canter bday
t

pilgrimage to prepare for her i1nsta
Dame Sarah Mullally, along with he
140km (87 mile) route from St Paul'
Cat hedr al before the service on 25
|t is the first time in modern hist
undertaken a pilgrimagepotfothheinat
Whil e walking the Becket Way , her
churches, cat hedrals and abbeys, as
and visiting school s.

The Archbishop wildl wal k al ong str
Britannica and the Augustine Camin
celebrating the comeakisngnp edp lEe gtla
Stops will i nclude Southwark Cat hed
Jude iIin Faver sham, Lesnes Abbey ant
Pal ace says

The final stretch of the journey v
Monteith, Dean of Canterbury, and m
wal k from the village of Chart ham
evensong on Sunday, 22 March

The group wildl al so give out praye
pupils from The Archbishop's School
Refl ecting on this tradition'

Dame Sar ah sai d: "“As I prepare f o
Cat hedr al , |t feels deeply humblin
those who have walked this ancient
have flocked to Canterbury, and | w
make our way through the Kent count
| ooking forward to visiting | ocal C
the rramdeto meeting peopl e, prayi ni
stories
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Nursing thé NChWrclght on the Histor.i
of Engsl abnidr st Female Archbi sl

Why For mer Bi shop Says Sarah Mull a
Communi on Needs Now

As t he Meentler bour ypCapareedrad ring out

March 25, for the historic i1nstall
Archbi shop of Canterbury, the gl oba
a defining crossroads.

For the first time in 1,400 vyear s,
August&na. mbtve New Testamdkenftorsmerrol B
Dur ham. T. Wright diesaznklbesh atsa sak | |
the Most ReveriemmbaaeMut dat byed ochur ch
Mul l ally was chosen to succeed Juc
202®™fter facing i ncreasing pressure
repoar tprol i fic child abuser, accordi
| n an exclusi ve i nterview with F
i nstallation, Wright offered a cand
Mul I al | vy, who c¢cl osed out her tenur e
has | ong been a Vvocale porrodp onnaetnitono
provocative remarks centred on the
about to inherit.

Per haps most n o tda brleef | veacst i \ni mohra f M s Is
background. Before her Mual laill hy ts@r t
Chi ef Nursi ng Ofafnidc ewa sf otrh eEnyyd tamgle ¢
appointed to the post. Wrighto whiiggte
i ncludes a Damehood for hde mi gloint b e
archba“sslgmpzatest asset in a role cur
i pray oWoir ghtefBbai dvas a seni or nNur s
or daeé nsende wi | | need that nur sing a
Engl and and the Anglican Communi on
Mar ch 24, 2026
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https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/news/posts/hosting-the-installation-of-the-106th-archbishop-of-canterbury/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y5l7116g1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y5l7116g1o
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/about/sarah-mullally
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/about/sarah-mullally
https://faithfullymagazine.com/author/faithfullyweb/
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