
  

 

SIGNPOST 

Rooted in Godôs love 
Growing together with Jesus 

Branching out in the  
Power of the Holy Spirit 

Stranton and Burbank Community  

March 2026 



н 

 

Lenten Reflectionsé (The musings of a priest) 
 

We have just entered the time of Lent, those 40 days of preparation and 
build up to one of the most important seasons of the Christian calendar ï 
Easter ï where we celebrate Jesusô triumphal entry into Jerusalem only to 
be brought back down to earth with the stories of His betrayal, arrest, trial 
and ultimately His crucifixion and death. 
 

Then comes Easter Sunday and His glorious resurrection from the dead. 
His victory over the cross, defeating death, and establishing His kingdom 
once and for all. Itôs a time of great celebration. 
 

But what about the time between his death and his resurrection? What 
happens then? What does it mean for us, and what did it mean for his 
disciples? 
 

For us, itôs easy to gloss over the emptiness of Holy Saturday, we already 
know that Jesus will be resurrected. But for the disciples that first Easter, it 
was very, very different. Everything they thought they knew was taken from 
them, their faith, their trust, their hopes, and their dreams have been 
destroyed before their eyes. How can the one who leads them, possibly 
carry out his promise to save them if He is hanging dead on a cross? 
 

Their whole world falling apart around them. How would they have felt? 
What would you have felt had you been there? 
 

We know what happens next, but as we prepare for Easter, as we journey 
through Lent towards the cross, I urge you to continually ask yourself, to 
reflect on, what it must have been like that first Easter, when no-one knew 
what was coming. 
 

Easter is a glorious celebration of Godôs great rescue plan. But itôs not 
something that came easy. It was hard fought and hard won, with Jesus 
paying the ultimate price, in order to win the victory. 
 

During Holy Week, there will be time and space and opportunity for you to 
encounter the brokenness, the emptiness, the silence, at Stranton, and at 
St Lukeôs. We will be able to spend an Hour at the Cross on Good Friday, 
as we think about our Saviour, hanging from the cross, crucified by those 
he came to save. On Easter Sunday we will celebrate his glorious 
resurrection. 
 

And in the time in between, I encourage you to explore what it means to sit 
in that brokenness. At least one of our churches will be open, creating 
space for you to sit and pray in the quiet emptiness of day before the 
dawning of the very first Easter when Christ miraculously rose from the 
dead. 
Grace and peace, Revd John 
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 From the Home Front 

Well, after weeks of planning and preparations our Stranton Weddings Through the 
Years Exhibition on Valentineôs Day has been and goneé. 
 

So many aspects had to be considered for the event to happen ï mannequins to be 
sourced; dresses, photos and wedding ephemera to be traced and collected; 
display boards to be found; catering to organise; additional parties to be booked 
(choir and Bellringers); photocopying and mounting of display materials; 
decorations considered; necessary stationary requirements brought together (pins 
ï various types, blue tac, backing paper, staple guns, scissors, glue, laminated & 
unlaminated signage etc); floor coverings; pew movers to recruit; flowers to buy; 
fabric steamers to borrow (and use!); banner to buy and erect, plus posters to put 
up, leaflets to distribute. Then there was media advertising and presence to 
organiseé. the list of jobs seemed endless.  
 

But with prayer and patience. with teamwork, where people used initiative and 
adaptability, it all came together on the day. It would not have happened if any 
individual tried to do it all. Because we were working as the Body of Christ in a 
celebration of our loving Father it did all come together perfectly. 
 

 1 Corinthians 12:12-27    English Standard Version 
One Body with Many Members 
12 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

13 
For in one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one bodyðJews or Greeks, slaves or freeðand all were made to 
drink of one Spirit. 
14 
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 

15 
If the foot should 

say, ñBecause I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,ò that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 

16 
And if the ear should say, ñBecause I am not an eye, I 

do not belong to the body,ò that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
17 
If 

the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 

18 
But as it is, God arranged 

the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 
19 
If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 
20 
As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21 
The eye cannot say to the hand, ñI have no need of you,ò nor again the head to 
the feet, ñI have no need of you.ò 

22 
On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem 

to be weaker are indispensable, 
23 
and on those parts of the body that we think less 

honourable we bestow the greater honour, and our unpresentable parts are treated 
with greater modesty, 

24 
which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 

has so composed the body, giving greater honour to the part that lacked it, 
25 
that 

there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same 
care for one another. 

26 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 

honoured, all rejoice together. 
27 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

 

The day was full of conversations, music, pleasure, enjoyment, memories, 
belonging, discovery and interest. The church had a relaxed and welcoming 
atmosphere ï God was welcoming His children into His home for a special 
gathering, filled with love and joy.  
J.A.R. 
More photos can be found on Stranton Church Website. 



п 

 

900
th
 Anniversary Valentineôs Day 

Stranton Weddings through the Years Exhibition 
 

After articles in the Hartlepool Life, 
Hartlepool Mail, Revd Claire talking about 
it on Radio Newcastle and repeated on 
Radio Tees; then a piece on BBC Sounds 
news the day dawned dry and sunnyé. 
 

What a fantastic day was had by all at 
Strantonôs 900th Anniversary Weddings 
Through the Years Exhibition held on Valentineôs Day in Church.  
Our oldest visitors (and exhibitors) were in their 90s ï Stan and Dorry 
who were married in Stranton 75 years ago! Our youngest visitor 
accompanying Ward Jackson Choir was Cody at only one week old! 

 

Ward Jackson Choir, was led by Miss Piper and supported by staff and 
families, serenaded us with love songs which had our toes tapping.  The 
bells rang out from the tower as visitors queued to see inside the ringing 
chamber.  
 

We had visitors from the local area, other churches, the Northern 
College of Art, Billingham, Washinton, Hove and even Spain! So many 
wonderful conversations were had, such a variety of memories emerged 
and links from the past were discovered.  

 
Everyone enjoyed a lovely choice of 
refreshments. 
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The day flew by so fast. Many visitors wrote interesting and 
complimentary comments in our Memories Book.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The 900th Anniversary Team are very grateful for the additional support 
they received, which made the day so successful, from Northern College 
of Art, Bon Marche, River Island, the local media, members of Stranton 
Church Family and Trish in the Office, the Bell Ringers, Ward Jackson 
Choir, plus the ómusclesô who moved pews.  
The event was a great success enjoyed by all who came through the 
doors and the organisers too, due to everyoneôs teamwork and support. 
J.A.R. 
. 
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óWhat is an Ordained Deacon?ô 
 

Since arriving in Hartlepool after my ordination at the end of June, time 
has just flown by! I continue to give thanks to God for the very warm 
welcome that Iôve received from our congregations and community. In 
this first year of my ordained ministry, Iôm an ordained Deacon before I 
come to my Ordination to the Priesthood a year later. My title of Assistant 
Curate doesnôt change through the few years that Iôm here but óWhat is 
an Ordained Deacon?ô. Well, Iôve been enjoying finding out with you all!  
 

Deacons are to be óóheralds of Christôs kingdomô to óproclaim the 
gospel in word and deedô. Iôve already had many opportunities to share 
the good news of Godôs love. Iôve loved going into local schools. Iôve led 
Collective Worship at our church school: Ward Jackson, shared Bible 
stories with the St Lukeôs Open the Book team at Throston and Jesmond 
Gardens Primaries, supported Hayley with the Jesmond Gardenôs Lunch 
Club and led the Stranton Primary Christmas Service. Iôm excited to see 
how our Childrenôs/Families ministry can continue to grow! 
 

Deacons óshare in the pastoral ministry of the Church and in leading 
Godôs people in worshipô. Itôs been a privilege to lead funerals for local 
families. To walk alongside them in their grief, share the Christian hope 
of life after death and pray with them. Iôve welcomed new families into 
the church through baptising their children. I find it very special as I invite 
parents/godparents to support the child in discovering more about the 
Christian faith. I pray that the invitations that I share with our 
communities who come to us at key points in their lives will be well 
received and our churches will continue to be places of warm welcome 
and ambassadors of Godôs love for all. 
 

Deacons ópreach the word and bring the needs of the world before 
the Church in intercessionô. Iôve really valued the times that Iôve had to 
spend with God through Scripture during the week preparing for 
homilies/sermons. Itôs been a challenge to rest in Godôs Word but a great 
blessing! Itôs been a joy to preach about Godôs Word in our weekly 
services! I continue to pray for the world in óMorning Prayerô and my own 
devotions conscious that a Deacon prays for the needs of the world, our 
country and community.  
 

Deacons ódistribute communion and minister to the sick and 
houseboundô. Iôm very thankful for monthly visits, with Revd John, to 
Elwick Grange Care Home where we offer Home Communion and spend 
time with the residents/team. Itôs lovely to be able to meet with those 
whoôve had longstanding connections to the church and are now unable 
to share in regular church worship. Itôs wonderful to see how they 
remember hymns from their younger years! 
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óDeacons are to seek nourishment from the Scriptures; they are to 
study them with Godôs peopleéô  I really enjoyed preparing and 
leading parts of the Advent course that was hosted at Stranton Church. 
With óDiscover Hopeô, where weôre using the óPilgrimô material, there 
continues to be lots of opportunities for us to read through Bible 
passages and chat about what they mean and what God might be 
saying to us. Itôs great to journey alongside others keen to find out more 
about Godôs Word and the Christian faith! 
 

I pray that Iôll continue to óbe faithful in prayer, expectant and 
watchful for the signs of Godôs presence, as he reveals his 
kingdom among usô. Amen! 
Revd Claire  
 

Easter Eggheads 2026 
 
This year Eggheads will be during Holy Week from Monday 30

th
 March till 

Thursday 2
nd
 April.  

This is followed on Good Friday with Messy Easter. 
 

Eggheads will be from 6.00pm - 7.15pm at St Matthewôs Community Centre 
Elwick Road. 

 

Eggheads will be for girls and boys aged 5 ï 11 years (Y6 at school) 
 

Activities include: 
 

games, crafts, movie clips, songs, quiz and most importantly lots of FUN. 
 

Each day we will follow and hear the Easter Story and see how it is relevant 
in Hartlepool in 2026. 

 

If you would like to know more please contact George Bainbridge on  
07816 445829  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN
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Jean Connell was an active member of 
Stranton Church for many years. She was 
involved with Mothers Union, a committed 
member of the Church Choir and a Sunday 
School Teacher.  
 

Jean lived off Elwick Road until she had a 
stroke and then she moved to Warrior Park 
Care home in Seaton where she lived happily 
and well cared for until her recent death. 
 

Jean was born near Havant in Hampshire and 
was part of a large family. Her father was a farm 

labourer and they lived in tied cottages. She recalled the air raids on 
Portsmouth and surrounding area as a child. She joined the Womenôs 
Royal Army Corps and trained in the Catering Corps. She met her 
husband to be, Tony Connell, in the camp where she was stationed and 
he was doing his National Service. They married in 1957. They first 
moved to Scarborough, then Hartlepool, initially living with Tonyôs 
parents, but soon moving into Keswick Street. When their three children 
ï Carol, Bridget and Sean - came along they moved into a larger house 
in Wansbeck Gardens.   
 

Jean worked part time as a school cook and in a factory when the 
children were young. Just as Jean and Tony decided to become pub 
licensees, Tony took ill and died from leukaemia in 1972, aged only 37.  
Jean was determined to keep her family together and worked in bars, 
catering and waitressing for Joe and Shirley Brown when over the years 
they were landlords of The Park, The Travellers Rest, The Marine and 
The Smithôs Arms. Then she worked in Mr Chrisô Cake Factory in 
Brenda Road until she retired. In retirement she helped out at St 
Georgeôs URC Christian bookshop as well as continuing her interests in 
Stranton. She was a great knitter and enjoyed crafts and reading. Jean 
had 4 grandchildren whom she loved dearly. With her daughters working 
Jean acted as carer for Siobhan and Eryn as they grew up. 
 

Grand-daughter Eryn gave a moving tribute to her Grandma during 
Jeanôs funeral at Stranton Grange Crematorium Chapel on 19th 
February. Revd Andrew Craig led mourners in the hymns: All Things 
Bright and Beautiful, Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer and Thine 
BenThe Glory; giving the Address (on which this piece is based) and 
leading prayers, the Commendation and the Committal. Rev Lou from 
Holy Trinity Seaton read from Revelations 21. 
Jean was a faithful believer who departed her long life in the certain 
knowledge of her Saviourôs promise of eternal life.  
Editor 
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The Venerable Rick Simpson  
to be the next Bishop of Durham 

 
Downing Street has announced that His Majesty 
the King has approved the appointment of the 
Venerable Rick Simpson, currently Archdeacon 
of Auckland, as the next Bishop of Durham. 
 
Rick will succeed the Right Reverend Paul Butler 
who retired from the role in February 2024. We 
give thanks to the Right Reverend Sarah Clark, 
Bishop of Jarrow, for her service as Acting 
Bishop of Durham in the interim; last month 

Bishop Sarah was announced as the next Bishop of Ely. 
 

Reacting to his appointment, Archdeacon Rick said: ñI am humbled and 
delighted to have been called to be the Bishop of this diocese, which I love. 
My deepest hope is to be able to walk alongside and encourage our local 
Christian communities as they seek to both show Godôs love in action and 
help people to come to life-changing faith in Christ ï and through this see 
our churches grow. It is also an honour to be tasked with representing the 
needs and voices of people in this region in the national church and the 
House of Lords.ò 
 

Rick has served in the Diocese of Durham since 2006 when he came to be 
Priest in Charge of St Brandonôs, Brancepeth, helping the church to thrive 
and develop its mission and the Initial Ministerial Education (IME, Phase 2) 
Officer for both Newcastle and Durham, supporting curates and training 
incumbents. He became Archdeacon of Auckland in February 2018. He 
was a member of the Wilkinson-Jay Response Group, advising on the 
development of Church of England safeguarding.  He served previously in 
the Diocese of Newcastle where, as Vicar of Holy Trinity Jesmond, he saw 
the church grow strongly in number and discipleship over ten years. 
 

Rick enjoys the outdoors, especially wildlife photography, playing guitar, 
sport, films and novels. He is married to Rachel, and they have ten 
godchildren and one cat. 
 

The installation of Rick as Bishop of Durham will take place at Durham 
Cathedral in the summer. Episcopal arrangements for the short interim 
period between Bishop Sarahôs confirmation of election to Ely and 
Archdeacon Rickôs confirmation of election to Durham and consecration 
are in hand and details will follow shortly. 
 

For more information access  https://durhamdiocese.org/  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://durhamdiocese.org/
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Christian Unity Week of Prayer 
Soup Lunch at St Matthewôs Community Centre 

 

Prayers and worship were led by Revd John 
followed by prayers from members representing St 
Georgeôs URC, Holy Family RC, Oxford Road 
Baptist, 689 Centre (Methodist), Church of 
Nazerene, Stranton and St Jamesôs. It was with an 
atmosphere of unity and common togetherness of 
prayers for the world, tolerance and justice and our 
role in meeting with young people in our town and 
seeking answers to the big questions of today. A 
lunch with a choice of 4 varieties of soup, rolls, 
biscuits and a hot drink followed as conversations flowed. 
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Ward Jackson CE Primary School Update  
Prayer Space Day in Stranton Church 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Environment Group Clear Up! 
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Mental Health Week  
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лмспн рссррм 

Are you planning a special celebration or party  
and looking for a venue? 

 

Have you thought about  

St Matthew's Community Centre? 
 

We have 2 large halls which can accommodate up to 140 persons 
 as well as 1 large and 2 small kitchens for your catering needs. 

One hall is even big enough to house a bouncy castle ð 
 ideal for children's parties. 

We also have our own private car park and some outdoor space if you fancy  
al fresco fun for your guests. 

 

If you would like further information please call: 
 Trish Playfor (01429 894006)  or 07305 550009  during office hours,  

and we will be happy to help. 
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MOVING HOME? 
 

Does your property need an 
 

ENERGY PERFORMANCE 
CERTIFICATE? 

 

Then call Andrew Rogers at 
Energy Education North 
On 07831 314375 

 

energy.education@btconnect.com 
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A Heavenly Letter 
Dear Child 
 
In this life there are many frustrations and too many distractions.  
I am in your life. 
I am calling you into a deeper relationship with me. 
This is not another chore that you must do to please me.  
It is an invitation of letting go of the norms of what you used to do. 
It is an invitation of encounter, not a to do list on a morning - read your 
bible, pray, then go on with your day. 
It is an invitation to meet with me where you are now. Walking with me to 
work, going to the shops. Studying for an exam. 
Even in the mundane chores, I invite you to recognise my presence with 
you.  
I am in all of your day - in the minute detail. 
When I walked the earth, I joined in with what my disciples were doing. 
I sat by the fire making them breakfast and talked with them. 
I laughed with them. I slept by them. 
I walked through challenging towns with them. Yes, I discussed deep 
theology with them in the Synagogue. Mostly I ódid lifeô with them. 
Please donôt put me in a religious box, and only speak to me for a few 
minutes each day. 
Let me be a part of your whole life. 
Love from  
Your Heavenly Father. 
 
ñJesus said to them,  
ñCome and have breakfast.ò None of the disciples dared ask him, ñWho 
are you?ò They knew it was the Lord.ò 
John 21:12 NIV 
 
Ang Hall 
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Psalm 23 
 

In times of trouble and uncertainty where do we go and who do we lean 
on? I have recently been listening to a song called ñStill Watersò (Psalm 
23) by Leanna Crawford. Here is a short excerpt of the song: 
 

ñGreat Aunt Maurine said at a hundred and three "Write scripture on your 
heart for when you need it 'Cause anxiety hates Psalm 23. So just say it 
to yourself 'til you believe it" And I'm feeling like I'm needing it right now 
The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want He leads me by still waters 'til 
my fears are gone. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, Oh, I know You are with me, my Father, my friend. Your goodness 
and mercy will follow me all of my days, I know by Your still waters I'm 
safe Lord, I believe You can set mʝ at ease. Turn this broken piʝce in me 
to peace and quiet, I know there's power in Your word, So I'll say it over 
and over 'til my soul's reminded.ò 
 

It is a beautiful song which has really resonated with me recently as I 
face an unsure path while I discern where God is calling me. The lyric 
ówrite scripture on your heart for when you need itô particularly strikes me 
as powerful ï what scripture would you write on your heart for when you 
need it? Mine would probably be 1 Corinthians 13 as I believe that love 
is one of the biggest gifts that we have ï love for God, love for others 
and the love that God and others provide us. However, this song makes 
me consider Psalm 23 as a powerful piece of scripture to remind me that 
óthe Lord is our shepherd, I shall not wantô. If I am being honest 
whenever I used to hear this line I would focus on the second part ï óI 
shall not wantô. To me that meant that I didnôt want the Lord as my 
shepherd, yet he would still be there for me, but now I read this line and 
realise that I think it means that I will not want for anything as the Lord 
will provide me with all I need. 
 

As I stick my head above my comfortable parapet and explore what God 
could be calling me to, I feel as if I have just made myself a target for my 
enemies to attack. However, I try to remember that God is always with 
me even if the doubts can creep in. Whenever we follow Godôs call, we 
provide a target for the enemy and I think that this song reminds us that 
God is with us, so we need not fear (although it can be easier said than 
done though!). Remember that shadows canôt touch us even if they 
appear threatening. I think this is a great reminder to hold Godôs words 
close to us in times of trouble. I hope that in this world of anxiety and fear 
that we remember that God is with us and that he has a place for us. 
 
Kate Lawson 
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Gardening News ï Winter 

With my head full of wedding memorabilia (óWeddings through the Yearsô), I nearly 
forgot to write this article, so, with the deadline upon us, it will be mercifully short 
(for a change). 
It has been a long, hard winter, which shows no signs of letting up, but the one 
thing that always cheers me up at this time of year is the magnificent snowdrop. 
There are several different varieties, some large, some small, but when there is a 
crowd of them (as in the ócrowd of daffodilsô in Wordsworthôs famous poem), they 
are a wonder to behold. I missed the open day at Greatham Church, when the 
grounds are open to visitors, but I have been to see the carpet of snowdrops (on a 
slightly smaller scale) in the grounds of Kiplin Hall in Yorkshire. I have been dividing 
and transplanting snowdrops in my own front garden and, after a slow start, they 
too are starting to look quite impressive, though they are more of a rug than a 
carpet! 
My good friend, Google, tells me that snowdrops symbolise hope, new beginnings, 
purity, and rebirth, ñrepresenting light overcoming darkness as they bloom in late 
winter to herald springò, so they send a good Christian message. This is why they 
are often to be found in churchyards and cemeteries ï planted as a symbol of 
purity and hope. Holy Trinity Churchyard in Seaton, where they weave between the 
graves, is a good example of this and we have our own snowdrops leading up the 
path at the front of Stranton. 
Moving on, the pigeon is still with us and seems to have found a mate. They chase 
each other round the garden and sometimes fight over the food we are still putting 
out. He has his distinctive walk/plod and is now much bigger than he was when we 
first met him, which sometimes leaves me thinking that one day soon he is going to 
have difficulty getting off the ground ï not because he doesnôt know how to do it, 
but because of his size! I have also seen him recently sitting on a neighbourôs 
chimney pot, so it is good to know that there is some sense in his pigeon brain. The 
magpies are re-building their nest in a neighbourôs tree and Jet still knocks on the 
front door occasionally, but maybe he has found someone more responsive to his 
requests for attention. 
Well, that is going to have to be it for this time. Maybe the next time I am writing, it 
wonôt be wet, dark, freezing cold and blowing a gale, but at least we have the 
daffodils and other spring flowers to look forward to and then Easter will be upon 
us! 
Pam Stockton 
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February Coffee and Cake  
Were you there? 
If not, you missed out on good company, great conversations, delicious 
food and a brain teaser of a quiz!  
 

Come and join us on Saturday 7th March at 2.00pm ï donôt miss out!  

 
   

 
   

 

 
 
 


