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Rooted ®&nl Gvea
Growing together wit

Branching out 1 n t
Power of the Holy

March 2026
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Lenten Reél(ddhtei onmusi ngs of

have just entered the time of L e
to one of the most I mpoftar
we cel&binamphaésentry i ntc
t back down to earth with t
ately His crucifixion and d
s Easter Sunday and His gl
ry over the <c¢cross, def eatir
far talme. olft great <cel ebratio
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&s ,eaisty to gloss over the empti ne
w that Jesus wil | be resurrected.
very different. Everything
heir faith, t heir trust, t he
d before their eyes. How cal
t his promise to save them i

|l e world falling apart aro
| d you have felt had you bee
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Lent t owar ds e Cross, I u i
on, wh at It m t haveormeekind

S coming.

s a gloriomsgredttbrascége noit
g that came easy. |l t was hali
he ultimate price, i n order
ol
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y Week, t here wil/ be ti me
the brokenness, the emptin
wi || be able to spend an H
k about our Saviour, hangi
c ame to save. On Easter Sunday
surrection.
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S S . At | east one of

It and pray in t|
ery first Easter w h

d i n the time I
t hat br oken
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ace and peace, Revd John



From the Home Front
Well, after weeks of planning and prepar
Years Exhibit®&omayn hdasl éoredeinne@and gone
So many aspects had to be commadaeqdihsr
sourced,; dr esses, photos and eddi ng e
di splay boards to be found; caterlng t o
(choir and Bell ringers); photocopying
decorations consi dered; necessary statioc
ifvarious types, bl ue tac, backing paper,
unl aminated signage etc); fl oor coverin
fabric steamers to borrow (and use!); b
up, | eafl et s to di stribute. Then there
or gad@itshee | i st of jobs seemed endl ess.
But with prayer and patience. with tear
adaptability, It al | came together on t
i ndi vi dual tried to do it al | . Because
celebration of our |l oving Father it did
1 CorinthR@ans 1En@Rish Standard Versi on
One Body with Many Members
'Yor jube hBedy is one and has many membe
body, though marsy, iar & somkboirtho dyh,ei Spi ri t
baptized i ntlJoewsnerboGryeek sd amsalalvewer e mae
drink of one Spirit
'"or the body does not <consisltf otfh eo nfeo on
sayBecause | am not a hand, otlhadto wnooutl db enlo
any | ess a pé%hdoifth@ebefﬁgca@&mlld F@yno
do not bel ondg htad twhwa |l ody,t make it dnfy
the whole body were an ev\)/ : where woul d
body were an ear, where SBwltd absgoidthaeir ssam
the members in the boadsy,heeatlhb soanlel owe rtel
member, where wodWAd itheibodyhkeg@tammemdnr
’The eye cannot @Sayhave hle dle@mdadaiymut, he
the fledtave no a°&end tohfe ycoon.t rary, the par
to be weaker ar’@nidndodinsgeamsablparts of t he
honourable we bestow the greater honour,
with great®whimoldesury, more presentable pa
has so composed the body, giving gTlthate
there may be no division in the body, b
care for o°flef aonnoet hneermber suffers, all su
honoualeld,rej oice together.
Nowou are the body ofm&€mbéerss afmdi i ndi vi
The day was full of conversations, mu
bel ongi ng, di scovery and i Nt erest . The
at mosph&pd was welcoming Hi s children
gat hering, filled with I ove and joy.
J. A. R.
More photos can be found on Stranton Church



90'0Anni versarys VRBaynti ne
Stranton Weddings through t

’ [_News |

Af t er art | C I es | n Love is in the air as D) |
. church celebrates 5 q .
_Hartlepool_ Mai | | R € weddings down ,
it on Radi o Newc as  throughtheyears s N
; R : e o g
Radi o Tees: t hen a o ou

news the day dawred

Wh at a fantastic d.
Stra@t o9dAOnni versary ==
Through the Years Exh&sbDayonnhé€hdrac
OQur ol dest visitors (andi @txdan banaor |
wh o wer e marri ed I n Stranton 75 y
accompanying Ward Jackson Choir was

e

Ward Jackson Ch was | ed by Mi s s
fami |l ies, seren us with | ove so
bell s rang out the tower as Vi

chamber
We had Vi sitors from




The day flew
compl i mentary

W1 R
N

by SO fast . Many Y
comments in our Memor

The 'dOOni versary Team are very grat
they received, which made the day s
of Art, Bon Marche, Ri ver l sl and, t
Church Family and Trish in the Off
Choir, mMussdwbbde moved pews.

The event was a great success enjo
doors and the organi s@&rtsedamwqr kduand
J. A. R
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AVh at I s an Ordai ned D

nce arriving in Hartlepool after
S just fl own by! I continue to g
| come&d ¢ hatecéi ved from our congr e
i's first year ofdn myn oorddainreed mbD ena
me to my Ordination to the Priest
ratead@dadhsamge through dnhbkeif éWhbayte a
Or dai ne@wWeDdalvagc obne?en enj oying findi
acons ameertad dise d@f KkGhnrgitdsmobrn ocl ai m
spel I n wodl@eamtireaddg had many op
e good n@eaws$ owd . IGoded goi g ione ol d
| l ective Worship at our church s
ori es wi téh Q@pen Stthed ukeeok team at
rdens Primari es, supported Hayurgyg
ub and | ed the Strant ondnPex aniatrggd C
w our &hkamirleines ministry can con
acasnhsare i n the pastoral ministry
& peopl e iGn&@&wbeship privilege to
mil i es. To wal k alongside them in
| i fe after deatime awdl|l pomagd wne
e church through baptising their
rents/ godparents to support t he
riostian faith. I pray t hat t he
mmunities who come to wus at k ey
ceived and our churches wil/|l cont
d ambassadorisovoef fGod al | .
acanrseach the word and bring the
e Church inblweteereabbygivanluee thiad
end wi t h God t hrough Scripture
milies/ ebmemsa Icthal |l e@g@Wotd best
essidngbleelint a jJjoy to GprWarcd iamoou
rvi ces'! I conti nueMotron i pnrgadgrdaoymeyrt d
votions conscious that a Deacon p
untry and community.
acoasstribute communi on and mi ni
useboéolmdvery thankf ul for mont hl vy
wi ck Grange Care Home where we of
me with the ®Gesiodehmhtys /ttoe abne. abtl e
@e had | ongstanding connections t
share in regul &r wohhwreoh uWwo rtsohi g
member hymns from their younger 'y

Cc



deacons are to seek nourishment frr
study them&wipgdépGbedreal l y enjoyed
| eading parts of the Advent course

Wi tdi scoved whHeorped eweusi &g | grhatmer i al |,

continues t o be | ot s of opportuni
passages and chat about wh at t hey
saying & ogmueat Itto journey al ongsi de
aboutéd Govdrd and the Christian faith
I prayd It haontlbeud at ohf ul I N praye
wat chf ul for t hé&é spirerssenoé, Gasd h e
ki ngdom am@mAmgnulus
Revd CIl aire
the {
préyer -
course "
ST LUKE’S CHURCH HAfL
Thursday 5 March for four weeks 7.00-9.00 !
AWl Welcome! Join us on this journey through L ‘:n N
Easter Eggheads 20236
This year Eggheads will be dur ™Mag cHolty I
Thur sd®ypra |
This is followed on Good Friday|] wi
Eggheads wi || b-& . 15@m &Gt 0 @p nCbanintuhnewt y| Ce
El wi ck Road.
Eggheads wi l | be for idilydar san(dY @ oayts] aq
Activities include:
games, crafts, movie clips, songs, qpi z
Each day we will follow and hear the JEa
I n Hartl epool i n 2026
Il f you would Ii ke to know more pl ealse
07816 445829
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Jean Connel | was an a
]eanzﬁ\,/{fffgaritc}g? e Stranton Church for ma r
i nvol ved wi t h Mot her s |
me mber of the Church Ch
School Teacher.
Jean l i ved of f EIl wi ck F
stroke and then she mo v
Care home in Seaton whe
and wel | cared for unti |l
Jean was born near Hav al
was part of a | arge f ami
| abourer and they lived iIin tied <co
Portsmouth and surrounding area®as
Royal Army Corps and trained in t
husband to be, Tony Connel I, i n t he
he was doing his National Service.
moved t o Scarborough, t hen Har& | e
parent s, but soon moving into Keswi
iCarol , Bri dged manall dreant hey moved
i n Wansbeck Gardens.
Jean worked part time as a school
children were young. Just as Jean
| i censees, Tony took il and died f
Jean was determined to keep her f a
catering and waitressing for Joe ar
they were | andlords of The Par k, T
The SGni Ah ms. Then she w&€raked Fiamct
Brenda Road unt i | S he retired. | n
GeordggeURC Christian bookshop as wel
Stranton. She was a great knitter |
had 4 grandchildren whom she | oved
Jean acted as carer for Siobhan and
Grawladughter Eryn gave a moving tr
Je@&dn funer al at Stranton Grangbh
February. Revd Andrew Craig | ed mo
Bright and Beauti ful, Guide Me O
BenThe GIl ory,; giving the Address (
| eading prayers, t he Commendati on
Holy Trinity Seaton read from Revel
Jean was a faithful beli ever who o
knowl edge of& hperrontasvel ooufr et er nal | i
Editor



The Venerable RiIick Sim
to be the next Bishop o

"Downing Street has annoul
the King has approved th
‘Venerable Rick Simpson,

~.7of Auckl and, as the next
" IRick will succeed the Ric
L lwho retired from the rol
b;give thanks to the Righ
Bi shop of Jarr ow, for h
Bi shop of Durham 1in t he

Bi shop Sarah was announced as the ne

Reacting to his appoint m@ntam Airucnhnbd ee:

delighted to have been called to be

My deepest hope is to be able to wal
0

Christian communities as &t hleoyv es eienk at
hel p people tchaongmaeagt & aili &rhee itnh rGhurgi hs t
our churches gr ow. |t 1 s also an hon
needs and voices of people in this

House ob Lords.

Ri ck has served in the Diocese of Du
Priest in Char@e Bfaﬁceﬁealmplohelping
and develop its mission nd the | nit
Of ficer for bot h Newcastle and Durh
i ncumbent s He became Archdeacon of
was a member o f-J atyh eR eV¥i pl okni snes o@r o u p ,

devel opment of Church of Engl and saf
the Diocese of Newcastle where, as V
the church grow strongly iIin number a
Rick enjoys the outdoor s, especial |l
sport, fil ms and novel s. He i s ma r
godchildren and one <cat.

The installation of Rick as Bishop

Cat hedr al I n the summer. Epi scopal

period bet ween®& Bicomdp r 8atriadn of el
Archdeac®dncB8ntkrmati on of el ection
are in hand and details will follow
For more I nfommdtpisond /aauacdsasndi ocese. 0



https://durhamdiocese.org/

THRY PErSH

All Saints Strawton Church
aooth Anniversary Craft Fair
At ST Matthew's Community Centre
Warch 14+t
10.00am - 3.00pm

Entrance £1 includes Drink & Biscults
Children are Free.
Other refreshments are available.
Wany Stalls: Jewellery, Prints, Crocheting, Bags & Gifts,
Wood Crafts, Knitting & Cute Gifts for Children
and WMany Wore Stalls.
Plus Raffle & Tombola.

All welcome
For more information call,
Strawton Office: 07205 550009

Email: adminstranton-church.orguk

nity Week of
Commu n ihtew Ce

wnC

For more Mforvmﬂow contact
Wary Toves on 07472 2425490
See our Facebook page: Stranton WMessy Church

Fun whole Family



Ward Jackson CE Pri ma
Prayer Space Day 1in

It's Prayer Space Day! A day where we set up
lots of activities that help us to reflect, find

peace and calm and think about what we are
thankful for. #wardjacksonway

Environment Group Clear Up

Look at our wonderful Environment Team
keeping the local area clean and tidy. Last
Thursday, we went litter picking and filled 15
bags! Unfortunately, on our journey, we found a
huge pile of fly tipped rubbish right next to our
school field. It was too dangerous to tidy
ourselves, so we reached out to Hartlepool
Borough Council for help. Nearly a week later
and the rubbish is still there! Can anyone at HBC
help? This is a really safety risk not just for our
pupils, but the local area too. Jonathan Brash
MP for Hartlepool?

b5 Qa4 2 00




Ment al Heal t h Week

We kicked off Children's Mental Health Week
with a whole-school breakfast & @

It was wonderful to see all the children coming
together to enjoy breakfast together, share
conversations, and start the day feeling
connected and supported.

Moments like these help build a strong sense of
community and wellbeing across our school,
and the smiles said it all @ .

Children's Mental Health Week @ ()

Thank you to all the parents and carers who
came along to meet some of the professionals
who support the children in our school, including
Thrive, ELSA, therapy dog and the school nurse.

It was lovely to chat with you all, answer
questions, and share more about the work we do
and how our sessions support children's
wellbeing. Thank you for taking the time to come
along and for your continued support.



Are you planning a special celeflgra
and | ooking for a venue?
Have you thought about
St Matthew's Community Centrle?
We have 2 |l arge halls which can accommod]at e
as well as 1 |l arge and 2 small kitchens| fo
One hall is even big enough tod house Ja b
ideal for children's parties
We also have our own private car park and 9go0me
al fresco fun for your guests.
I f you would |Iike further informatifn
Trish Playfor (010429 789450 6@gWNi0®g of fice |hou
and we wil!/ be happy to help
{6808y a0/
wz2Uy 3 /zY i HP GARIFT DOCTOR
oT DNB (i | ! COMMERCIAL& DOMESTIC
| NI f & LI ﬂ!f { CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
¢{Hp p[ 9 www.thecarpetdoctonco.uk
¢StY nAmMnHG HH _ TELEPHONE
CFLEY nmnud| Hy == | 08000371809
azoAt S nT1ypln LA AMCNH pcC p M
aSYOSNI 2F GKS blazylt
CSRSNI a2y AF w220y 3
/[ 2y GNJ OG0 ANA

Victoria House
FUNERAL ERVICE

il ourdance of
{ VHIGUHNCE

Carl Mean Apolena \\’llson Andrew Evans Andrew Gardner

Dip FD, MBIE  Dip FD, MBIFD MBIE Dip FD
TELEPHONE: (01429) 234777 * 26 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL TS26 8DD

WWW.VICTORIAHOUSEFUNERALSERVICE.CO.UK
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¢{HC !S5
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[9¢ '{ 19[t _.h! D9¢l ¢I wh! DI
23 f 3IFdzZARS YR | aajpad e2dz 4K
Fdzy SNI £ | NNy yIpyYSyidao
[ Fff dza Hn K2dJNBE | Rl @&o®
al! {Mb 3 a9 bd[]
Cibo9w! [ 5Lw9y ¢ hw{
aAaMnH C
® vy >
MHG t I NJ w2l Dignity”'“'jf SLR22t @
¢ { HC Cbl ¢ CARING FUNERAL
SERVICES
-HelpingH%s
Do you need a } & “ 2 1. &
Helping Hand? Y S, AuK Ivf ST
Our Stranton care team has been h L\]K u K I f Y 7\ O r L\]
providing award winning quality
home care since 1989. o |
e o ore e HY A O0OU02NAI wzl-rz
e offer you a one to one live in care PN
servicew¥1ich enables you or your ¢ Sf Y nMmnH Cb HT p p
loved one to remain at home with

compassion and dignity.

To find out more, call:

0808 180 1033 or visit:
www.helpinghands.co.uk
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A Heavenly Letter

ear Chil d

n this |ife there are many frustra
am in your |1ife.

am calling you into a deeper rel a
his is not another chore that you
t I s an invitation of |l etting go o
t I's an invitation of encoumé¢éead, yo
I bl e, pray, then go on with your d
t is an i nvitation to meet with me
ork, going to the shops. Studying
ven in the mundane chores, I I nvit
u

am in aldi noft hyeoumi nduaye det ai | .

en | wal ked the earth, | joined I
sat by the fire making them break
| aughed with them. | sl ept by the
wal ked through <challenging towns
heol ogy with them inadt deéeMi 8the & qregnu e
| eas @& dan me in a religious box,
l nutes each day

et me be a part of your whole | 1ife
ove from
our Heavenly Father.

sus said to them,

me and ha eNobnreeaokff atshte di sci pMhes
r e @Tohue?y kn i towas the Lord.

ohn 21: 12 NIV

n Hal | ' B T A i

9 ) "i"-.ﬁ;.}(‘-‘"‘

- 4 N

“Yahweh appeared to me from
another realm and said,

“l have deeply loved you with a
forever-love; that is why | have
been so patient and kind to draw
you to my heart.”

Jeremiah 31:3



Psal m 23

mes of troubl e and unc
have recently beeibtli
Leanna Crawford. Her

at

Aunt Maurine said
r when you need it ' Caus

el f " til you believe i1 t" A
I s my Shepherd, I shall n
are gone. Though | wal k t
h, I know You are with me,
y will follow me all of my
d, I beljaevea¥Yeu dangcse hiim 1
and quiet, I know there's
over " til my soul's reminded.

I s a beau song which has r
€ an unsu th whil e | di scer
te script n youdpalragarctul faarl yw
p o wenrhfau | ure would you wri't
need 1t? Mi
il s one of t
and the | ov
me consider
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S 23 as a power ful

@ he Lord is our s h e pbhlefr d | amshal h

er I use to hear this | iime

wnentt hat me d@ntwatnhtatt hle dLio

he would stil]l be the

thi nk i1t means t hat
with all I need.

ead above my comfort
g me t o, | feel as |
c k. However, I try |
do
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Gardeni ngWNawer

With my head full o {Wewedddigng tnhe nodudgahnié|dires
forgot to write this article, S o, wi t h
(for a change)

| t has been a | ong, hard winter, whi ch
thing that al ways cheers me up at t his
There are sever al di fferent varieties, ¢
crowd of t heeonr olwads oifrdi diahf@oor ddsslwoa mdius poen
are a wonder to behol d. I mi ssed the o0f
grounds are open to visitors, but I have
slightly smaller scale) in the grounds o
and transplanting snowdrops i n my own f
too are starting to |l ook quite impressi
carpet!

My good friend, Google, tells me that s
purity, amdpredemttihng | i ght overcoming
winter to bgoatdegpypsend a good Christiar
are often to be found iniphantbhgarads aar
purity and hope. Holy Trinity Churchyard
graves, I s a good example of this and we
path at the front of Stranton.

Moving on, the pigeon is still with us &
each other round the garden and somet i me
out . He has his distinctive walk/ plod an
first met him, which sometimes | eaves me
have difficulty detotti nbge cafufs ét Hkem ogirochusonwd t
but because of his sizel I have al s® s
chi mney pot, so it is good to know that
magpi es-baréedreg their &esteenamadnéemghdbi
front door occasionall vy, but maybe he heé
reqguests for attention

Wel | that i1 s going to have to be it for
wod be wet, dar k, freezing cold and bl
daffodils and other spring flowers to |
us'!

Pam Stockton 75 YEAR OLD

e R RTTR SNOWDROP SONG
* 4 { ) £ ‘WHERE ARE THE SNOWDROPS?’ SAID
THE SUN

“DEAD’ SAID THE FROST, ‘BURIED AND
LOST, EVERYONE.
‘A FOOLISH ANSWER’ SAID THE SUN
THEY DID NOT DIE, ASLEEP THEY LIE,
" ANDIWILL AEV‘JERYONE
AKE THEM, I
INTO THE LIGHT, ALL GLAD INWHITE

‘IT’'S RATHER DARK IN THE EARTH
TODAY,’ SAID ONE LITTLE BULB TO ITS
BROTHER, ‘BUT | THOUGHT THAT I FELT
A SUNBEAM’S RAY,

WE MUST STRIVE
AND GROW TILL WE FIND OUR WAY,’
AND THEY NESTLED CLOSE TO EACH
OTHER.

THEY STUGGLED AND STRIVED BY DAY
AND BY NIGHT, TILL TWO LITTLE
SNOWDROPS IN GREEN AND WHITE,
ROSE OUT OF THE DARKNESS AND INTO
THE LIGHT;

AND SOFTLY KISSED ONE ANOTHER

Greatham Snowdrop Wal k )

My



February Coffee and

Were you there?

| f not, you missed out on good comp
food and a brain teaser of a qui z!

Come and join UMaochSat udaid 9npinss ou
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