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History in the Making 
 

Everyone is minding their own busyness and getting on with life, then we have a 
news flash and suddenly everything changes. What was going to be a normal day, 
is now a very different day. The news we hear is so big that it is marked down as 
history in the making.  
On the 31

st
 August 1997 I was helping to bring patients down to a church service 

in the Hospital Chapel, when a volunteer arrived and said ñThe news just said 
Princess Diana has diedò. The amount of flowers given, the emotional crowds, 
seeing the two young princes walking behind their Mumôs coffin. Just some 
memories which you canôt forget.  
On the 6

th
 February 2022 history was made when Queen Elizabeth ll celebrated 

her Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of service. We then had a long weekend of 
celebrations and celebrating in June, when the weather was warmer, with street 
parties, afternoon teas and services plus tributes on TV. Not all history making 
things are negative. The fall of the Berlin Wall was another momentous and 
positive event.  
Today we have a country, if not a world, in mourning at the death of our Queen, 
while also getting used to the fact that we now have a King on the throne. So 
many mixed emotions happening at the same time. There was a 9+ hours queue 
to file past the Queenôs coffin to pay respects to our late monarch, plus 24/7 
channels of the latest news and updates.  
Life is not always easy, the emotions which we all carry and feel often overwhelm 
us, especially at times when we would rather they didnôt! Emotions are very 
powerful feelings of which, as people, we need to be more aware. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3 v4 óa time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 
a time to dance; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracingô 
 
That last line could have been written for these years of Covid. The Bible tells us 
there are many emotions, but that we are to express them in healthy ways. An 
example is when feeling anger, donôt hit out at the person who caused it! Instead 
use words so that your thoughts and emotions are communicated. Let your 
feelings out.  
I purposely said óoutô, because we all know about holding emotions in, by putting 
them in an internal box only contains them for a while as the lid is spring loaded 
and it will explosively open on its own eventuallyé  
We must remember by letting our emotions out, we can do away with the box!! 
Doubting, Embarrassed, Indecisive, Lost, Shy, Upset, Sad, Depressed, Frustrated, 
Mournful, Weepy, Strong, Confident, Sure, Happy, Grateful, Loving, Optimistic, 
Angry, Annoyed, etcé 
The Bible is full of stories where emotions are involved. It tells us how God is 
feeling or describes how Jesus felt - the shortest verse in the bible is ñJesus weptò. 
So we must learn to show and express our emotions in a healthy way. Some 
emotions are natural like nervousness or fear, but sometimes there are emotions 
we need to work through, so that we keep moving on and learning - unlike the 
rabbit in the headlights whose instinct is to freeze.  
Itôs good to talk, so find a friend and start to express your feelings.  
 
Rev Clive 
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Mothers Union 
 

Our next meeting is on October 10th at St Matthewôs Community Centre 
at 1.30pm. We can catch up with each other and the MU Worldwide 
President, Sheran Harpersô statement upon the death of Elizabeth ll. ñIt is 
with deep sadness that I received the news of the passing of our beloved 
patron, Her Majesty the Queen. On behalf of the Mothers Union 
members around the world, I join with the United Kingdom and the 
Commonwealth in offering our love and condolences to those dear to 
her.ò There is much more to read and add to our prayers. Please bring a 
favourite Bible verse or prayer to this meeting if you wish. I received MU 
Christmas cards, calendars and diaries so I will have them with me on 
the 10th  October. 
 

I will finish with the personal prayer of our founder Mary Sumner.  
 

ñAll this day, O Lord, let me touch as  
Many lives as possible for thee, and  
Every life I touch, do thou by 
Thy spirit quicken whether through the  
Word I speak, the prayer I breath, or the life I live. 
Amen 
 

God Bless  
Ann Courtenay 

All Saints Stranton Church 
 Harvest Ceilidh 

 
Saturday 15

th
 October 2022  

6.30 pm to 10:00 pm 
 

St Matthewôs Community Centre, Elwick 
Road 

 
Tickets: Ã2 Adult, Ã1 Children, Ã5 Family  

 
There will be a faith supper 

Tea, coffee & juice will be provided. 
Please bring any other drink with you. 
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From the Home Front 
 

At the beginning of the summer I visited my 
sister in her beautiful valley in the Borders of 
Scotland. As we walked her dogs each day 
through The Forestry I enjoyed the dense 
woods and views through the trees. 
Everywhere was lush, green and bursting with 
life ï birds, bats, deer, foxes and badgers to 
name but a few. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
         

 
        (BBC image) 

 

However in places these were the views ï trees that had been broken 
and uprooted by storm Arwen last November. Damaged and destroyed 
trees had fallen to the ground or were leaning on other trees as they 
withered and died, roots sticking up out of the ground. So much wildlife 
had lost their habitats. 
 
 

During my visit in early September there was a very different view during 
our walks!  

 

These are sustainable 
commercial forests which have 
been growing for over 50 years ï 
if I dredge in my memory I can 
remember the thousands of 
saplings being planted across the 
hills. The loggers had arrived to 
harvest the mature trees and 
were cutting swathes across the 
hillsides, stacking the stripped 
logs and then transporting them 

on huge lorries to mills for processing and transformation into something 
completely different. The disruption to the wildlife ï birds, animals and 
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insects as well as co-existing fauna, has been catastrophic. The food 
chain has been disrupted and then broken. It may take years to fully 
recover from this devastation ï but recover it will. For deep in the earth 
seeds and spores lay, pine cones have tumbled down during felling and 
been trampled through into the soil. Insects will help to compost the 
surface debris and within a year flowers, ferns and tiny saplings will start 
to grow and emerge through the soil into the light.   
 
I just felt this entire process was a metaphor for life. We are born, 
nurtured and grow. Along our way we develop relationships - some 
lifelong, empowering and altering. Some amongst us are damaged by 
the hard knocks of life, others totally broken; however as Christians we 
are able to prop up, support and love others back to health and a new 
life. Eventually though we will all die, and as our Saviour promised us, 
our bodies will be renewed and transformed. Those left behind will feel 
our loss, but they too can have the promise of eternal life through the 
way, the truth, the light - our Lord Jesus Christ.  
  
J.A.R. 
 
 

Harvest Festival Quiz 
 
H  Which H is a book in the new testament? 
A  Which A is the brother of Moses? 
R  Which R was Joseph's oldest brother? 
V  Which V is patron saint of Beekeepers? (Clue he's more famous for 

another patronage) 
E  Which E, an English King,  is a saint? 
S  Which S was the first martyr? 
T  What T was destroyed by Samson? 
 
F  Which F was procurator of Judea? 
E Which E healed a boy at Zarepeth? 
S  Which S was the last Judge of Israel? 
T  Dan was a T of Israel? 
I  Which I country is mentioned in Esther Chapter 1 v1  
V  What V contained lots of bones ? 
A  Which A is the patron saint of lost things? 
L  Which L was killed by Samson? 
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Statement by the 
Archbishop of York on the 

death of  
Her Majesty The Queen 

08/09/2022 
 
 

I join with many throughout our country and beyond as we mourn the death of 
Her Majesty The Queen.  Throughout her long reign, and in all the confusions 
and challenges of a changing world, Her Majesty has been a constant, faithful 
presence. 
In 2014, Her Majesty remarked, ñChristôs example has taught me to seek, to 
respect and value all people of whatever faith or none.òi  The Queenôs gift to 
engage with everyone whom she met and the ability to make them feel at ease 
was a remarkable skill and one which showed a deep connection to the people 
she served and a desire to live out Jesusô teaching. On the occasions I had the 
pleasure of meeting Her Majesty, I can testify to the warmth and joy she brought 
to every occasion. But most of all, it was the resolute reality of her faith that 
struck me powerfully. 
In Her Majestyôs first Christmas broadcast, ahead of her Coronation she asked 
the nation, whatever their religion, to pray that God would give her wisdom and 
strength to carry out the solemn promise she would be making and to faithfully 
serve God and us all the days of her life. 
That is most definitely a prayer that has been answered. Her service to our nation 
and Commonwealth has been exemplified by her devotion to her duty, which has 
always been offered with joy. Underpinning this has been her deep faith in God 
and in her we have witnessed Godôs faithfulness at work. 
Her Majesty leaves a remarkable legacy which not only lives on in this country, 
but stretches across the Commonwealth and the rest of the world. Her desire to 
bring people together and use her role to build up communities and wider society 
has been a cornerstone of her reign. 
Do join me in praying for members of the Royal Family over the coming weeks as 
the God who sustained Her Majesty throughout her life, guides them and brings 
them comfort. Above all, we pray also for our new King in the responsibilities that 
now rest upon him. 
The Queen was not shy in speaking of her faith and the hope and strength she 
found in Jesus Christ. At the heart of the good news of God is that through the 
death and resurrection of his son Jesus, the promise of new and eternal life is 
offered to us all. This belief, this hope, sustained our Queen and as she rejoices 
in that promise fulfilled so we too can draw comfort and hope from it. 
Many of us will struggle to imagine the life of our nation without the Queen. Her 
constancy and faithfulness has been deeply reassuring in a world that has 
changed so much. We give thanks for the Queenôs example, devotion and huge 
achievements. She found stability, perseverance and confidence in Jesus Christ 
who was the source of her hope and peace. May that also be true for each of us 
and for our nation; and may our dearly departed Queen rest in peace and rise in 
glory.  
The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell 
Archbishop of York 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN
https://www.archbishopofyork.org/news/latest-news/statement-archbishop-york-death-her-majesty-queen#footnotei_wh6ieh0
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Visit by Archdeacon Rick Simpson  
on Sunday 11

th
 September 

 
Members of St Aidanôs congregation joined 
Stranton congregation for a Family 
Communion. Archdeacon Rick had planned 
his visit some time ago and had prepared 
accordingly, however the whole service and 
his sermon were changed following the 
sudden death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth. Rick preached on the role of 
leaders, how the first should be last and 
serve those who serve them. He recalled 
the 70 years Her Majesty served her God 

and her subjects, her integrity, honesty and kindness plus her 
unwavering devotion to our God in good times and bad.  
J.A.R. 

Answers for Harvest Festival Quiz 
 
H  Which H is a book in the new testament?  Hebrews 
A  Which A is the brother of Moses?      Aaron 
R  Which R was Joseph's oldest brother?     Reuben 
V  Which V is patron saint of Beekeepers? (Clue he's more famous for another 

patronage)         Valentine 
E  Which E an English king  is a saint?    Edward the Confessor 
S  Which S was the first martyr?    Stephen 
T  What T was destroyed by Samson?   Temple 
 
F  Which F was procurator of Judea?    Felix 
E  Which E healed a boy at Zarepeth?    Elijah 
S  Which S was the last Judge of Israel?    Samuel 
T  Dan was a T of Israel?       Tribe 
I  Which I country is mentioned in Esther Chapter 1 v1   
          India 
V  What V contained lots of bones ?     valley (Ezekiel Ch 37) 
A  Which A is the patron saint of lost things?   Saint Anthony 
L  Which L was killed by Samson?     Lion 
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Interviews to find a new incumbent 
 
On September 8th, two candidates were interviewed to replace Norman 
after his retirement, as minister of our three parishes. 
 

In the morning, the candidates separately visited the three parishes. 
They were warmly welcomed  by volunteers who showed them 
around the churches and all their properties such as the two vicarages 
and St Matthew's Community Centre, and answered their questions. 
 

They were  both able to see St Aidan's Kitchen and St Luke's Toddler 
group in action and one of the candidates also  visited Ward Jackson 
School. 
 

They were then chauffeured to the next church which gave them an 
opportunity to see something of the town. Despite torrential rain and new 
roadworks having popped up overnight, this phase was accomplished 
efficiently and punctually. 
 

The rest of the day was spent at St Luke's where lunch and the 
interviews were held. 
 

A good spread was enjoyed, so much so that at times the parable of the 
loaves and fishes was brought to mind. 
 

The interviews were held in St Luke's Choir Vestry and were conducted 
by two representatives from each parish, with the Area Dean, Janet 
Burbury; Archdeacon Rick Simpson, and Bishop Sarah who 
chaired  proceedings. 
 

The process of presentations, interviews and discussions took over four 
hours and was detailed, thorough and astute. 
 

So, a very long and busy day. 
 

As usual, our band of  volunteers, whether driving, providing 
refreshments  throughout the day  or guiding the candidates round were 
amazing. They carried out their parts with calm efficiency  and 
welcoming warmth. The three parishes working together to make the day 
a real success. 
 
Joan Nixon 
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The Bear Ladies meet with Bishop John Lupaa 
 

On Saturday 20
th
 August it was lovely to 

welcome Bishop John and his wife from the 
Diocese of The Rift Valley who oversees the 
work of the school and church in Kilimatinde. 
He was the recipient of a generous donation of 
Ã3,000 from The Bear Ladiesô organiser Jill 
Barrett. Bishop John gave a short address 
outlining the work in Kilimatinde and thanked 
everyone for the continued support. He 
particularly thanked Stephen Taylor for his 

unstinting support over many decades. 
  Kits for making bears 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
A cheque for Ã3000  presented by the Bear Ladies to Bishop John to support  
the work of the hospital in Kilimatinde. 

 
The Bishop of the Rift Valley the  
 Rt Revd John Daudi Lupaa  
at Stranton 21

st
 August 

 

Bishop John visited Stranton on Sunday 21
st
 and 

preached the sermon, he afterwards met with members 
of the congregation. 
 
It was also a delight to 
welcome Stephen and 
Julie Taylor (former vicar 

of Stranton Church) as they were passing 
through, catching up on their family news. 
While Stephen is no longer the Archdeacon of 
Maidstone in the Diocese of Canterbury, heôs 
taken on the role of Diocesan Secretary (in 
effect the M.D.) in Canterbury. So heôs not 
coasting into a gentle retirement. 
 

 
 


