Stranton and Burbank C

Rooted I n Godos | c
Growing together wit
Branching out 1 n t

Power of the Holy

December / Janua



Dear Friends,

| n t hese unusual t i mes I have f oun
example in Psalm 46 we read,

0God 1Is a@auwd rsdfreqaegt h,
an epregsteenlitm troubl e.

Therefore wettwoudh ntolie feamrth gi ve
and the mountai hfef akhrt of the
*t hough itsawdtfoamroar
and the mounwiatihn st hqeuiark esur gi ngé.
'Me says, f@ABe still, and know tha
| wi | | bhemoeagalkthednati ons,
Il wi || be exalted in the earth. o

'TheorAdd mi ghty is with us;
the God 0é$§ dacobortress. O

From a human point of view it stil
stor m. This week the Covid rate i
Hartl epool Il n the | ast few days |
members or families |linked with our
been shut for two weeks because of
very hard to plan for services 1in
yet é

We can be stild] and recall the sour
out God S our refuge and strengt
Al t hough things may be different, 1
the ancient prayer, O0Come Lord Jesu
of another person, | et 6s show wel co
move into Christmas | etds remember
us. Looking to January and beyond r
as we seek Godos future.

Nor man
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Mot hers Uni on
AMerry Christmas and a

The nor mal greeting at this festi
been Anor mal o has It ? For S 0me,
di stancing, keeping away from our
particularly missing our | oved one
and unable to celebrate their | i1 ve
mi ssing finormal 06 church services ai
know it.

I have found it really difficult,
be quiet, to renew friendships and
tel ephone conversations. | 6m gr at ef
me regularly and brighten my day |
found time to read and pray, t o |
futur e. Some of the jJjobs that need
been doaniel | more to do however!

| 6ve realised how | 6ve become usec¢
taking time to see how beauti ful |t
able to return to Seaton and Hart |
| ong.

Let us keep praying for Mothers Un
may find hope and peace iIin their si
and he holds wus in His handso, is ¢
Family Services. | t 6s an upl i ftin
reminder that God really does hol d
and changes in our | ives now and ir
| f you need a diary for 2021 orilCh
stil | have some | eft, also calendar
When recently doing my bulbs and p
able to see you and have a Ilittle
pray for our Branch, our Diocese, |
t he Worl d. Al so pray for our cl er

Strant on, for St Lukedbs and St Ai d
t own.
God Bl es s, Love
Ann Courtenay
OQur God | S a Great Big Go
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hn -65: 2

ery branch i n Me that does not bear fr
ars fruit, He prunes it so that i1t may
the word which | have spoken to you.
nnot bear fruit of I tsel f unl ess it ab
Ide i n Me.

er the past eight or more years my gar
guired due to working full time and th
parents and | atterly my brother, I nt e
ees and the subsequent repl acement ope
ee pruni ng, j ust wasnot tackl ed. Con:
derberry, mock orange, coni fer, -sleieldaecd,
fshoot s) had grown very tall, very wid
wn was overshadowed and it was very dif
ees to thrive as t hey | acked sunl i ght
i ghbour s garden tooé

as the autumn progres ' ' ey oav
Il I ed I n the tree sur g |1
oc kiitnlye trees | ooked

utalised. The garden f C
could now see the ho fc
me in years! But the s 0 |
me I mmediately to mind: d
nter the trees wil/l res st
me the spring there wi t h
the trees. Those that oV
abled the others to have more room anoc

ossoms and fruits to be even more abund

Again Jesus spokdéaltamthbe, | sght ndgfoltlhhevswc

| Iwan &t 1 n dar kness, but Jowhh!| 8hada®2e t he | |

Anot her bonus 1is the amount of Il i ght whi
enable ground plants to grow with new Vi
sunshine!

. AL

OQur lives also need the expert pruning o
expand in the right way and to bear mor e
di smayed i f God seems to be working
change in the new season He i

n

hings will
R.



Bar bara Butcher al
St Matt hewds Communi

After many vyears of faithful service
Bar bar a But cher S standing down fr
Committee. Barbara has been absol ut

Community Centre-awhlaitv eflityn & issceittdg a @ 0o mm
Barbara has secured a remarkabl e num

buil di ng, renew the roof and more re
extremely grateful to Barbara for al
and ext enTdhaankhfugoeum al | within the chu
| f any parishioners or me mber s of t
Committee there is space'Manugmowy. atOn
we wi || be holding an Annual Meetin
Committee. Nomi nations for the post
Laud 2 weeks before the meeting. Al

Geof f Webster

At 85 vyears of age, and after 18 yeatl
stand down from active ministry (perrt
i nitially helped out across the dear
hel ped with our Wednesday Holy Comm
forward to many more yearso6 fell owshi
amongst us, and in | ess restricted

amongst us properly.

Nor man

THERE IS NO PERFECT LIFE, NO
PERFECT JOB, NO PERFECT
CHILDHOOD, NO PERFECT
MARRIAGE AND NO PERFECT SET
OF PEOPLE WHO WILL ALWAYS DO
WHAT WE EXPECT THEM TO DO.

WHAT WE HAVE IS A PERFECT GOD
WHO IS ABLE TO LEAD US
THROUGH THIS IMPERFECT LIFE
WITH UNFAILING STRENGTH,
INCOMPARABLE WISDOM AND
INFINITE LOVE.




Remembrance Sunday
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Hartl epool Communiti ¢
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The Team now has a Facebook page

their work and become involved 1in

www. facebook. com/ hartl epool coh. All
have attended firstly to work bas
pari shes are involved i n areas suf

wi t h asylum seekers and rough s
needed.




