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ALL SAINTS CHURCH,  
STRANTON CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday 
 8.30am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
 10.30am.  Service (with children’s groups for 3-14s) 
 
 1st  Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 2nd Sunday of the month will be Morning Worship   
 3rd Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 4th Sunday of the  month will be Lighthouse Service 
 
 11.00am. Morning Worship at Burbank Community Church, 
 at Ward Jackson School. 
 
 7.30pm  Youth Fellowship (14 years +) 
 
On the Third Sunday of  each month, Messy Church takes place at   
St Matthew’s Community Centre at 4.00pm. This is a time for parents/
carers and children to have fun together, doing crafts and various 
activities, based on a bible theme. 
 
Occasionally, (2 or 3 times a year) the congregations at Stranton and 
Burbank all come together for the 10.30am service, and this is 
followed by a bring and share meal. 

 
Wednesday Morning 
 10.00am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 at St Matthew’s Community Centre.  

Please note that the next Messy Church will be on  10th June 2018 
and will continue to take place on the Third  Sunday of each Month  
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Which name describes you? 
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman    named Martha opened her home to him. 

39 
She had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.
40 

But Martha was 
distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and 
asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by 
myself? Tell her to help me!” 

41 
“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 

worried and upset about many things, 
42 

but few things are needed—or 
indeed only one.Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away 
from her.” Luke 10:38-42 
I read the verses above and thought about the two different personalities of the 
two people in the story. 
 

There is Mary, she is good at talking to people and also a great listener. She is 
a people person likes to be in a group and involved in the conversation. She 
has learnt that she has two ears to listen and one mouth to talk with, which 
means we should listen twice as much as we talk! 
 

Then there is Martha. She is someone who plans the party and make sure 
there is food and when you attend the party you will always find her in the 
kitchen. She sees a job and does it. She has a list of jobs that she ticks off on 
the way to doing something - she is well organised.  
 

So we see they are quite clearly different characters. Our scripture shows that 
Martha is not happy because in her busyness she needs more help and Mary 
is not helping. I would like to describe that differently now. Martha wants Mary 
to become like her and help with lots of tasks. Mary could have said back to 
Martha “Why don’t you become like me and come and sit down”. So a fall out 
happens! 
 

In this story we can see that if everyone became ‘Marthas’ all would be 
busyness with no one listening to Jesus. Or if all became ‘Marys’ everyone 
would be sat with Jesus so no food and drink would be had! Which means we 
need both Marys and Marthas to keep a balance. 
 

The word balance is key here. In our scripture Jesus actually says Mary had 
chosen the better role today. If Martha is always a Martha and never a Mary, 
she will never sit down long enough to hear from Jesus. This does also work in 
reverse. If Mary was always sat down, she would not be able to eat and feed 
herself, therefore she will need to become a Martha at some point! 
 

The question now is which character are you? Are you the busy Martha type 
who is work orientated? Or the laid back Mary who likes to sit and listen? Once 
you have decided which one of the characters is you - you will then need to 
think, “I am meant to be a bit of both characters”, so ask yourself, what do I 
need to do in my life to adjust the balance?  
“Be still, and know that I am God” PS 46:10  
BUT don’t be still forever or you will starve to death! 

Clive Hall 
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 M O T H E R ` S    U N I O N 

I’ve just returned from taking my dog for a walk on the beach. The sun is 
shining but the wind is quite cool. My dog doesn’t mind – she just loves 
diving into the freezing North Sea! 
 
At our last meeting I told of the prayer walk that had taken place in 
Hartlepool as part of “Thy Kingdom Come” - a global movement 
prompted by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York for Christians to 
pray and witness to God’s love and power between Ascensiontide and 
Pentecost. This fits in with the Mothers Union theme for this year – 
Following in the Footsteps of Mary Sumner. Those of us who took part in 
this walked and prayed at various points in our town, for many different 
concerns. Health, Work, Policing, Education, for Churches, Local 
Government, The Foodbank, Youth Work, the Homeless and much, 
much more. It gave me a different view of our town and brought many 
problems, perhaps hidden, into sharper focus. You can make even a visit 
to the shops a prayer walk – you’ll be surprised by what needs come to 
mind… 
 
Diary dates: 
Festival Service on 4th June 2.00pm at Durham Cathedral – 
unfortunately we haven’t been able to arrange a coach, so we will have 
to go by car – I’ll let you know nearer the date about pick up times etc. 
 
Next meeting on Monday 18th June at 2.00pm in St Matthew’s 
Community Centre. Jill Barrett is going to speak to us about her 
forthcoming visit to Kilimatinde in late July. 
 
At our last meeting we planted seeds that would attract bees and other 
pollinators into our gardens. Let us, by God’s love shown in our lives, 
attract those we meet to want to know what makes us different from 
others in this world. 
 
Pray for those members who were unable to join us last time - I have 
some seed pots for them too! 
 

God Bless 

Ann Courtenay 
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From the Home Front 
Letting go of something from the past and moving forward can be very hard to 
do.  
 

It is seven months since my Dad died and I have really struggled to come to 
terms with his loss. For over sixty years Dad was there whenever I needed 
him. He was funny and self-deprecating. He was kind, mischievous and 
generous with his time and money. He had had an amazing life. He was in the 
Home Guard before joining the Merchant Navy. He sailed in the Atlantic 
Convoys in WW2 and was torpedoed - surviving in a lifeboat for two weeks. 
He had taken troops to Italy as the Allies moved north into Europe seeing 
Mount Etna erupt. He sailed nurses to Bombay after they were rescued from 
attack; his ship was gunrunning into Greece in the fight against Communism, 
and he helped to transfer refugees from Yugoslavia. He sailed all around the 
world. He returned home safely and raised six children as a very hands on 
Dad (a modern man, way ahead of his time!). He moved to Trinidad with Mum 
and my little brother, where during the Black Power uprising, he helped to 
defend the neighbourhood. He was married to my Mum for over 73 years and 
was devoted to her until her last breath. He was immensely proud of his 
children, grandchildren and then great grandchildren. He was a keen cyclist, 
rugby player and bowler. He was a huge part of my life – then he was gone! 
Although I had no doubts as to his salvation – I didn’t want him to be ‘gone’… 
 

After his funeral and cremation his ashes came back to me. He had 
requested that his remains should be scattered at sea by the RNLI. But as 
winter took hold this was not possible. But I had always promised that we 
would ensure his request was carried out – so when Spring belatedly arrived 
arrangements were finally made. But I felt bereft at the thought of parting with 
his last physical remains.  He was ‘gone’ - but still here…. I felt a real desire 
to hang on to what remained of him. But on the appointed day he took his last 
car ride down to the Lifeboat Station. There all the brothers and sisters, in-
laws, some grandchildren (even one from New Zealand) and a few great 
grandchildren watched his remains scattered at sea – just off shore from 
Richardsons and Westgarth former shipyard, where he served his marine 
engineering apprenticeship.  
 

As the Lifeboat returned and tears were wiped away, it all felt so right. The 
weight of the past had slipped off into the sea too. His last request was 
fulfilled and it was time to move on. I no longer feel lost and bereft, but 
peaceful and thankful for all the years I did have such a wonderful Dad, and 
for an eternal Father who watches over me every day and whose love never 
dies. It was hard to give up the bonds of the past, the good memories can 
hold us back as much as guilt and sin; but God has plans for the future and I 
need to follow them without the bonds of loss holding me back. 
J.A.R. 
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To members of the congregations at All 
Saints, St Aidan’s, St Columba’s, St Luke’s 

and Burbank Community Church 
 

Dear Friends  
  
re: Consultation about reconfiguration of clergy posts  
 
I have been invited to work as facilitator for your churches as part of the 
conversational process regarding the reduction of 2 stipends down from 
3; and how your churches and clergy might work together in the future. I 
am taking on this role by invitation and because our much-loved 
colleague, Sheila Bamber is poorly. My role is simply to facilitate your 
conversation and recommendations.  
 
So, I would like to invite you to an open meeting on Wednesday June 
20th at 7pm in Oxford Road Baptist Church, Hartlepool (tbc) where 
we will talk about possible future arrangements for how stipendiary 
clergy resource might be shared creatively across your churches.  
 
Then on Wednesday July 11th at 7pm – venue tbc – I would like to meet 
with the clergy and standing committees of your churches so we can firm 
up some ideas into an agreed recommended plan. 
 
This will then be taken back to PCCs and local churches before being 
offered to the deanery and diocesan authorities in the autumn. 
 
I will by then have also had the privilege of worshipping with you for a 
couple of Sundays so we will know each other better. I am looking 
forward to working with you on this project and praying that new life will 
come out of these developments. 
 
Yours in prayer,       

 

Revd Canon Dr Alan Bartlett 
Clergy Development Advisor,  
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Feeling Blessed 
As I write this, spring has definitely sprung!  The sun is glorious, the 
birds are singing, the washing is on the line and Maggie the dog is 
basking, intermittently, in sun and shade.  It is all so good for the soul, 
isn’t it? 
During the publication of this edition of the parish magazine, I will 
celebrate three years of being in the town, and I feel so blessed to be 
living in Hartlepool at this time.  I genuinely do. 
Three years also marks a significant milestone in the journey of being a 
curate in this diocese (every diocese does it slightly differently).  Here, 
as each curate approaches their three-year anniversary, they have a 
meeting with Bishop Mark.  This meeting is to look back at how things 
have been, and to look forward at what might come next.  At the end of 
this meeting, if all is well, the curate is “signed off”.  This means that the 
curate becomes something of a free agent, and can begin the daunting 
and exciting task of applying for a new job; looking for their own church, 
where they will go and be ‘The Vicar’. 
In the last week I have been and visited the Bishop for this meeting, and 
we talked about life in Hartlepool, and specifically life in our parish.  In 
fact, we talked for over 2 hours about life at St Aidan’s and St Columba’s; 
he had a lot to ask and I had a REAL LOT to say! 
The upshot of this meeting is that, while my other friends will begin 
looking for their next job and their next church, the Bishop has asked me 
to stay here, in this parish, for the length of my curate’s license (which 
expires in July 2019).  It took me less than half a nano-second to accept 
this offer (in fact, I think I was already nodding and agreeing before he 
had even finished the sentence).  And when he said ‘thank you’, to my 
acceptance, I was surprised; I am the one that should be grateful.  I am 
the one that is really full of thanks! 
So I am approaching these summer months feeling very positive and 
excited.  None of us know what the outcomes of the deanery plan will be 
nor what the working together of the three ‘central’ parishes will look like, 
in reality, but we approach it together. 
I love this town.  I love our churches, very much.  And I love each of you, 
dearly.  So for another year of being able to walk on the beach, see our 
kitchen being built, say mass in our beautiful churches, and avoid trying 
a parmo…THANKS BE TO GOD! 
With grateful thanks, 
Rev Gemma Samson  
St Aidan’s  
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Baptisms on Sunday April 29
th 

Norman and Geoffrey officiated at the baptisms of Mehrdad Teymourifar, Hemn Ahmadi, Amir 
Amini, and Mehdi Salehi.  
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BUILDING AND FABRIC OF THE CHURCH 
Main developments this year: 
Church Fabric 

The old Church lighting has been replaced with LED dimmable lights now 

fitted in the main church and Fulthorpe Chapel.  

The Quinquennial inspection has taken place and the findings reported to 

the PCC. There are several areas we have been advised to monitor re 

cracking but fortunately not a great deal of expensive repairs at this 

stage. Some masonry repair is advised to the porch. Some damp 

ingress at the corner of the choir vestry and nave and bell tower needs 

to be dealt with. The outer entrance and west doors have been oiled 

and this will be repeated in the summer. The internal entrance door 

has had the lower bolt straightened refitted but has been damaged 

again.  A longer term solution to this will need to be found as forceful 

pushing from the porch has bent the metal and pulled the bolt away 

from the door damaging the wood. We are waiting for quotes to treat 

the woodworm in the loft areas. We need to exclude birds from the loft 

area over the north nave in particular. Some painting of outside 

guttering and pipes needs to be done in the summer and the kitchen 

and choir vestry also need repainting.  

We have spent some time in thinking about improving disabled access to 
the chancel and Fulthorpe Cand have sought advice from the church 
architect, in the process of commissioning drawings for a faculty to 
move the doors into the chapel and place hand rails up the wall and 
also near the pulpit.  

We are investigating improving access to the disabled toilet and bringing 
that up to the current standards.  

The boiler, the fire extinguishers and the alarm have been serviced. The 
electrical inspection is now due and will be arranged.  

 
Church Equipment 
An inspection of articles and photographic records have been completed 

satisfactorily. 
A log book is kept, and all alterations and repairs to the church are entered. 
We wish to give our thanks to the many people who unstintingly give time 

and effort to helping the church run;   Sidespersons, Vergers, people who 
clean the church, carry out minor repairs and look after the garden. 

Angela Craig  
Peter Anderson    
Churchwardens 
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STRANTON TODDLER GROUP 
The Toddler group continues to thrive in St Matthews Hall. I run the group 

on Tuesdays and Clare and Lynn run it on Fridays both from 9-11 am. 

We draw in many families from the local community. The children enjoy 

toys, puzzles and crafts in the small hall and we have a baby area for 

mums with tiny ones. The children love the space in the large hall where 

they have fun on bikes, scooters, slides and see-saws etc.  

The group is a good place for those caring for small children to meet one 

another, play with their children and encourage them to share and to 

learn new skills. There is also plenty of opportunity for Christian adults to 

share God’s love and care. 

I am very grateful to those who come to help on a Tuesday, both in the 

setting up and the preparing and serving of snacks.  

Julie Shave  

 

MESSY CHURCH 
Messy Church continues meets monthly on the third Sunday from 4-5.30 

pm in St Matthew’s Hall. Baptism families are always invited and others 

are drawn in through other contacts: Toddlers etc.  

A few of us meet together each month to plan our activities. We begin 

our sessions with table top games and colouring, and once everyone has 

arrived, we have a bible story, song and prayer. Over the last few months 

we have been learning together using stories about Moses. This is 

followed by a time for crafts and games linked to the story. 

Then we enjoy tea together where there is more time to chat with each 

other. It’s great to see whole families learning, worshipping, playing and 

eating together. Several of our families have been coming for a few years 

now and it is great to see some of them coming to the Lighthouse service 

and others to Christmas / Easter services. 

It has been lovely to welcome Emma from St Luke’s to our team and her 

son Luke. We hope that the link with St Luke’s will grow stronger over the 

next year. We are thankful for everyone in the team and their 

commitment to this important work. It is a privilege to share the love of 

God and our prayer is that many, both adults and children, will come to 

faith.  

Julie Shave 
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SUNDAY CLUB 
Sunday Club is an essential nurturing Christian environment for children, where 

they not only hear and see Bible stories presented in interactive ways, but 

experience their own worship, reflection and prayer while guided by caring 

Christian role models. What could be more important? As a leader I am always 

blessed by the responses of the children to God's loving word; the faith of children 

is a lesson to us all! 
 

Sunday Club runs in term time during the 10.30am Sunday services except on the 

fourth Sunday of the month which is Lighthouse service. At the moment there is 

one group who meet in the Fulthorpe Chapel, so the age range, number and ability 

of the children changes unpredictably from week to week. For example in recent 

weeks we have had 14 and 22 children age 2-11 attend, often English is not their 

first language and they may have learning needs. Fortunately the leaders are 

flexible and adapt to whatever challenge arises. Over the last year we have 

welcomed Jill Barrett and Vicky and Helen to join the team of Gill Siddons, Pam 

Stockton and Mary Tones. We have said thank you to Barbara Busby, Rebecca 

Moore, Lynda Parvin and Steph Boyd who have stepped down. The leaders are on 

a monthly rota. New leaders are always welcome. All leaders have the required 

Safeguarding checks and there are two present at each session. A register of 

attendance is kept. We continue to use the Scripture Union books as our resource 

material, adapting it as necessary each session.  

Mary Tones 

PASTORAL GROUP 
The group has continued to meet at regular intervals to uphold each other and the 

members of the church we visit. 

There have been some changes this year as three members of our team have re-

tired, two due to ill health and one with other commitments, on the plus side we 

have gained one and a half new members, the half being his wife when needed. 

The team continue to focus on the members of the church community who are una-

ble to get to church, our list is growing ever longer with quite a few long term house-

bound members, the team find these visits very rewarding as we become the link 

between church and home. 

The bereavement procedure is now in place but as yet there have been no requests 

for our help. 

We have had a request from Charlotte Grange to hold monthly communion ser-

vices, this would be quite a commitment and one that will need a lot of organising 

and more volunteers. 

Once again it is thanks to the hard work and commitment of the team that we are 

able to offer these services, but it is essential that more volunteers come forward to 

continue this work. 

Patricia Vaughan 
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Steven McConnell 
Roofing Contractor 

 

37 Greta Avenue 
Hartlepool 
TS25 5LE 

 

Tel: 01429 221784 
Fax: 01429 281609 

Mobile 07850 925183 
 

Member of the National 
Federation of Roofing 

Contractors 

LINENS 
Fabric and Design 

 

Dress, bridal and dance fabrics 
Rhinestones, machines and 

haberdashery. 
Help and advice with  your 

sewing projects. Shop in store, 
telephone or on line. 

 

Linens, Fabric & Design 
97 Park Road 

Hartlepool 
TS26 9HP 

 

Tel: 01429 891755 
www.linensfabric.co.uk 

Adam Barton 
Joiner & Carpenter 

 

 

Time served joiner, 
Maintenance work carried out, 

Internal replacement doors a speciality 
 

 

07877 316030 
adam.barton@live.co.uk 
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Joanna’s Poochies 
Paradise 

 

147 Elwick Road 
Hartlepool 
TS26 9BW 

 

Pet Shop  
&  

Dog Grooming 
 

01429 270056 

K. W. Monkman 
Building Services 

 
 

Joinery, Glazing,Property 
Repairs & Building Work 

 

 
Reg. Office: 
104 Elizabeth Way 
Seaton Carew 
Hartlepool 

Telephone:  
01429 277385 

Hartlepool  & District Hospice 
 

Provides free palliative care for patients.  
Offers of voluntary help are always welcome , 

as are donations.  
Please contact us at: 

 

Alice House Wells Avenue  
Hartlepool. TS24 9DA 

Tel: 01429 855555 
 

Stranton Business Centre 
 

Colin B Griffiths, FBII 
49 Stockton Road 

Hartlepool 
TS25 1TX 

 

Telephone:  01429 280444 
Mobile: 07932333779 

Email: strantonbusinesscentre@hotmail.co.uk 
www.strantonbusiness.co.uk 
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Keith Walker 
Ophthalmic Opticians 

 
28 Victoria Road, Hartlepool 

Tel: 01429 275551 

BRABINER 
CARPETS 

 
249 – 251 YORK ROAD 

HARTLEPOOL 
TS26 9AD 

 
TEL: (01429)  272298 

LET US HELP YOU GET THROUGH YOUR LOSS 
 

We’ll guide and assist you through all the  
funeral arrangements. 
Call us 24 hours a day. 

 

MASON’S 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

01429 862021 
 

129 Park Road, Hartlepool. 
TS26 9HT 

John Harrington 
 

BRICKWORK AND BUILDING 
 

New Builds, Alterations 
& Extensions 

 
Tel: 01429 420019 

Mobile: 07960381258 
 

Free Estimates 
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YF is a space for fellowship, prayer, Bible study, fun, and silly games. 

Each term we have had a main theme or focus interspersed with other 

one-off themes. The group has changed with a lot of youth leaving for 

their next step and BeFree members moving up. We still have a good 

core group who attend weekly and are enthusiastic.  

 

The Christmas term was focused on God and the senses so we covered 

taste and see God is good, seeing or not and believing, touching God 

and smelling God (like sweet smelling incense). This really gave a 

chance to think on the different ways we can feel and God can communi-

cate with us. This term we have featured a lot of different people from the 

bible such as Saul/Paul, Noah and Joseph.  

In between these main themes we have had time to look at big and hard 

questions such as identity, aliens and defending our faith; it has been 

great to get a "God's-eye view" on these topics through the Bible. We 

have also, with the Apple Tree youth band, led a Regeneration evening 

service at  

Oxford Road Baptist Church at least once a term, and have enjoyed par-

ties, sports, and films along the way.  

It has been good to welcome new members from BeFree and elsewhere, 

and - though they are missed! - to send members on their way to work, 

college, or university when they finish Year 13.  

We are grateful for the support of the wider church community in prayer, 

fundraising, and other ways. It has been good to have an enthusiastic 

team and we are thankful for the leaders who have been helping who de-

cided it was time to teach in other area Nick, and Mat. 

Please continue to pray for wisdom and good fellowship that builds up 

our youth into the people God is calling them to be!  

The YF Leadership Team 
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BELLRINGING REPORT 
This year we benefitted from the return of Joseph from University and the 

Kaye family moving into the town which has strengthened the band 

significantly. Unfortunately, there have also been members who have 

been unable to attend regularly throughout the year because of illness 

and family responsibilities and it’s good to see some returning to ringing 

recently. 
 

Our Wednesday evening practices continued to be well attended and this 

year we changed the practice format over the summer so we could focus 

on giving individual ringers an opportunity to practice a particular skill, 

and different ringers an opportunity to run practices. This worked well 

with practices for rounds as well as some quarter peals. This September 

we did not recruit any new ringers through Boys Brigade because we 

wanted to focus on consolidating our current band and it is difficult to run 

a busy practice, trying to meet everyone’s needs as well as teaching a 

group of new learners. 
 

Sunday ringing at Stranton has been on alternate Sunday mornings, with 

ringing the other week at St Aidan’s. We have also rung for special 

services. 
 

Elspeth is now involved in helping ensure safeguarding procedures are 

followed in the tower and several other ringers have also attended the 

safeguarding training and been through the DBS process. Thank you all 

for your support in ensuring that we are protecting and caring for 

vulnerable ringers. 
 

As you all know Stephen and I have been looking forward to spending 

lots of time on our boat and in November Andy Kaye took over as tower 

captain designate. It’s great that we have a ringer with such a wealth of 

experience in ringing and tower maintenance willing to take on this role. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support while 

I have been Tower captain. I have found it very rewarding. 

Barbara Busby (previous Tower Captain) 

 

Barbara is thanked for her dedicated and caring stewardship of Ringing 

at Stranton - she did a fantastic job.   

Andy Kaye (current Tower Captain) 
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Long Service Award 
 

On Monday 14th May Cheryl Mills received 
an award for 40 years’ service in the Guiding 
Association. The presentation was made by 
the District Commissioner at the Scout Hut 
on Brieton Lane during the Guiding Campfire 
Night – the weather was lovely so the event 
took place outside. What dedication and 
commitment!  
 
Congratulations to Cheryl from everyone in 
Stranton and in Hartlepool whose children 
have benefitted from her enthusiasm for all 
things Guiding over so many years….  

 

A 60’s and 70’s Live Musical Evening 
Burn valley North Residents’ Association are holding 

 a ‘blast from the past’ with live entertainment on 
 Saturday June 16

th
  

in St Matthew’s Community Centre.  
Come along and join in the fun.  

Tickets are £5 - which includes buffet supper and light 
refreshments.  

 For tickets contact:  
Carol Laud tel 290290  

or 
 Barbara Butcher tel 298241.  

See you there. 
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Boys Brigade News 
 
Open Night 
On April 27th we held our Open Night with special guests Angela and 
Clive Hall and Nina Ash from Stranton Guides. 
 
We had 38 Lads on parade, plus 10 leaders.  
The Lads showed their talents at games: basketball, trampolining, 
tennis and assault course. Special thanks goes to our drum band who 
gave a tip top display. 
 
Clive presented each Lad with their annual awards. 
 
Summer Programme  
during the next few weeks we have trips planned for each section 
including visits to Crimdon Dene, Castle Eden Dene, The Blue Lagoon, 
McDonalds and Stranton Church, plus tennis. 
 
Finally we have our camp at Thornthwaite Scout Centre in July,  which 
will be planned at the beginning of June. 
 
Summer fayre  
We are holding our fayre on Saturday 9th June from 9.30 - 12noon at 
St Matthew’s Community Centre. We are collecting bric a brac and 
tombola prizes and if you need anything collecting please ring George 
Bainbridge on 263149. 
 
George Bainbridge 
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Strantonians and the Great War  
William Branford Webster  

 
The Webster brother William Branford served in the Cheshire Regiment. 
Unfortunately on 5th June 1918 William was killed and he is buried in 
Marfaux British Cemetery, France. He was just 21years old. 
Along with his father and brother (Robert) he was part of the Stranton 
Bellringing Community. 
 

 

 

 

 

Ward Jackson School News 
Skipping Festival 

 
Our year 3 and 4 children had 
lots of fun at the annual Town 
Skipping Festival. They learnt 
new skills and are looking for-
ward to taking part next year. 
Congratulations to our bronze 
medal winners Cydney, Omer, 
and Jack. 
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Quick & Easy recipes 
Banana Nutella Loaf 
2 Bananas 
140g caster sugar 
55g butter/margarine 
I egg 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
170g SR flour 
½ teaspoon baking powder 
4 tablespoons Nutella/chocolate spread 
 

Pre heat oven to 190C (170C fan) & grease & line a 2lb loaf tin with greaseproof 
paper 
In a large bowl, mash the bananas with a fork. Add the sugar, butter/margarine, egg 
& vanilla extract & mix until combined 
Gradually add the flour & baking powder, mixing until all combined. 
Pour half the batter into the loaf tin & smooth into the corners. 
Warm Nutella in the microwave for 10-20 seconds to soften slightly. Drizzle a 
couple of spoonsful over the batter in the loaf tin before adding the remaining batter 
on top. 
Drizzle the remaining Nutella on the top of the loaf before stirring the batter with a 
skewer to create a marbled effect.  
Bake in preheated oven for 40 minutes until golden on top. Leave to cool in the loaf 
tin & serve in slices.  
 

Moroccan Meatballs 
450g lean beef mince 
I onion finely chopped 
2 tins chopped tomatoes 
2 garlic gloves 
2 teaspoons ground cumin 
1 teaspoon hot paprika 
Salt & ground black pepper 
Handful of fresh coriander 
2 tablespoons finely chopped parsley 
low calorie cooking spray 
 

Place beef mince in a bowl & combine with parsley & half the cumin and paprika, 
and season well. Using your hands shape into about 16 small balls 
Spray large frying pan with low calorie cooking spray & brown the meatballs. Set 
aside. 
In the same pan gently sweat the onions & garlic for 2-3 minutes before adding 
remaining cumin, paprika and generous sprinkle of black pepper. Add tomatoes & 
simmer for 30 minutes. 
Return meatballs to the sauce & heat through. Stir in coriander & serve.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGxb30_pjbAhWCPxQKHQy_DA0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbcgoodfood.com%2Frecipes%2F2998%2Fspeedy-moroccan-meatballs&psig=AOvVaw3TzTFkBCWfZ7FZgGof58A7&ust=1527067200356043
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 Celebrate!Celebrate!Celebrate!   

If you have something to celebrate we would love to share it - email  
admin@stranton-church.org.uk 

or phone 864006.  
All entries to be in by the 16th of the month. 

June 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

to 

Congratulations  
on your 

Wedding Anniversary  
      

Ann & Andrew Cuthbert  

Peter Anderson                                   

Paul Anderson 

Emma Craig 

Tim Craig 

Millie Dobbin 

Mike Dodds 

Bill Greenwood 

Pam Harkness 

Simon Jennett 

Tim Jennett 

Doug Macaskill 

Kelly Spoors 

Kevin Tones 

Pat Vaughan 

Stan Vaughan 
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 

Dates for June and early July 

June 
Tues 5th    Buildings & Finance, The Vicarage      7.30pm  
Wed 6th   Young People’s confirmation preparation   7.00pm 
Sun 10th    Tony & Katherine Paton in the service       10.30am  
   Messy Church, St Matthew’s CC      4.00pm 
Tues 12th   Lighthouse Planning, The Vicarage,      7.30pm. 
Wed 13th   Festo & Grace Kanungha at The Vicarage  7.00pm 
Thurs 14th  Confirmation Rehearsal, Church   6.30pm 
Sun 17th  Confirmation, Church                                    6.00pm 
Tues 19th   Deanery Synod, Seaton Carew        7.00pm 
Wed 20th  3rd  Parish Consultation Open Meeting,  
   Oxford Rd Baptist Church        7.00pm 
Mon 25th   Standing Committee, The Vicarage             7.30pm 
Friday 29th  Visiting team from Nassau Bay arrive 
 

July 
Sun 1st   Ordination of Deacons, the Cathedral         10.00am 
   Lunch following the ordination, in Church     1.00pm   
Fri 6th   Nassau Bay Team leave 
Sun 8th   Open air service, Burbank         11.00am 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwimosKT8pjbAhVGUhQKHepFBVEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Foddssmasher.com%2Fmatched-betting-cheltenham-festival-profit-diary%2F&psig=AOvVaw1WpJer7aeRqe48PqTcow3T&ust=1527063809462
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Sidespersons 
 

   8.30am   10.30am  
 

3 June  B Butcher   N Proffitt 
       A Craig 
 
10 June  M Hutchinson  S Shepherd 
       K Shepherd 
 
17 June  P Porritt   D Greenwood 
       B Greenwood 
 
24 June  P Thompson  J Lawson 
       K Lawson 

Baptisms 
 

29 April  Mehrdad Teymourifar 
   Hemn Ahmadi 
   Amini Amir 
   Mehdi Salehi 
 
6 May  Lacie May Doran-Lord 
   Erin Jane Thompson 
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Who’s Who 

Vicar     
Revd  Norman Shave  34A Westbourne Road     233609 
E-Mail: nshave1@btinternet.com 
          
Associate Minister  
Revd  Andrew Craig  25 Egerton Road      422461 
 

Burbank Community Church Worker 
Clive Hall    10 Clarkson Court     278504 
 

Readers     
Mary Tones  40a Blakelock Road     265625 
 

Churches Together in Hartlepool 
Chair         Revd Richard Hetherington,  
    Oxford Road Baptist 
Secretary   Susan Atkinson,  
    St Mary's RC 
 

Authorised Pastoral Assistants 
Patricia Vaughan  144 Elwick Road      429178 
 

Church Wardens  Peter Anderson  22 Thetford Road  871266 
    Angela Craig 57 Claremont Drive   234279 
 

Music Group   Julie Shave 34A Westbourne Road  233609 
PCC Secretary   Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
Treasurer    David Craig  57 Claremont Drive   234279 
Asst. Treasurer   Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
Loyalty Treasurer  Peter Anderson 22 Thetford Road   871266 
Notice Sheet   The Office (Notices by the preceding Wednesday) 
Signpost Editorial  Jacqui Rogers  19 Trentbrooke Avenue 265527 
Signpost Advertising Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
Signpost Subscription Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
St Matthew’s Booking Trish Playfor Church Office    894006 
 

Magazine articles to the parish office by 16th of every month. 

 

Church Office  St Matthew’s Community Centre 
    Arncliffe Gardens TS26 9JF 
Administrator   Trish Playfor              01429 894006 
    E-Mail: admin@stranton-church.org.uk 
    Web Site: www.stranton-church.org.uk 



25 



26 



27 

 



28 

 



29 


