Stranton and Burbank Community Church

SIGNPOST

Rooted in God’s love
Growing together with Jesus
Branching out in the
Power of the Holy Spirit

40p

Dec/Jan 2017/18

ALL SAINTS CHURCH,
STRANTON, CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday
8.30am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am. Service (with children’s groups for 3-14s)
1st Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion
2nd Sunday of the month will be Morning Worship
3rd Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion
4th Sunday of the month will be Lighthouse Service
11.00am. Morning Worship at Burbank Community Church,
at Ward Jackson School.
7.30pm Youth Fellowship (14 years +)
On the Third Sunday of each month, Messy Church takes place at
St Matthew’s Community Centre at 4.00pm. This is a time for parents/
carers and children to have fun together, doing crafts and various
activities, based on a bible theme.
Occasionally, (2 or 3 times a year) the congregations at Stranton and
Burbank all come together for the 10.30am service, and this is
followed by a bring and share meal.

Wednesday Morning
10.00am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
at St Matthew’s Community Centre.

Please note that the next Messy Church will be on 21st Jan 2018 and
will continue to take place on the Third Sunday of each Month
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‘The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it’
John 1 verse 5
Dear Friends,
In our fast paced and ever changing world can I encourage you
through advent and Christmas to pause and remember the
famous verse from John’s gospel I have quoted above. For
some of us this year has brought great joy and many things to
celebrate and for others it has brought struggle and sadness.
Whoever we are, we all need to stop, pause and reflect. Take
time to remember Jesus the baby born in a manger. Jesus is
the light who continues to shine in the darkness. The light
continues to shine whatever our circumstances. All are welcome
to join us for one or more of our services through December
which include the Christingle Service, the Christmas Carol
Service, the Christmas Family Service and Midnight
Communion Service (details inside).
As we stop and remember Jesus the light shining in the
darkness let us also pray that His light will be present with those
who are experiencing darkness this Christmas. I think of those
who have lost a loved one this year, of those who will be hungry
or alone, those who are without shelter and those refugees and
asylum seekers in our town who have few friends and little
support. As I do this I wonder is there an action each of us can
take to bring the light of Christ to another person in my
community?
May you know God’s light surrounding you and may you be light
to another over the coming weeks.
Every Blessing,
Norman
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MOTHER`S

UNION

As I write this it is mid November and I’m looking back at a busy year.
Friends have died, others had falls resulting in broken bones, another
underwent open heart surgery and yet others had amputations. Only a
few days ago my neighbour was rescued from the freezing North Sea
after his new fishing vessel sank!
Some years are like 2017 – when we find ourselves asked by nominal
Christians to pray for them or their loved ones and wider family. If you
find yourself in that situation do pray. It’s amazing that they ask when
normally our faith is a taboo subject. I always pray, but suggest they join
in and that they can pray too….
Our Durham MU leader Kathleen writes in the Winter Newsround, “We
are here to help each other.”
2018 has its theme - “Walking in Mary Sumner’s footsteps”. At a
committee meeting in Durham recently the importance of the right
footwear for the conditions was stressed, ie not wearing slippers to go
out in the snow! I’m not sure whether we as a branch will be able
physically to go on a long walk, but whatever we do God will walk with
us…
Our next meeting is the Christmas Lunch at The Marine Hotel in Seaton
on Monday 4th December at 12 noon. If you park in The Marine carpark
please remember to ask for a parking permit at Reception.
Then on 18th December (Please note 3rd Monday NOT 2nd Monday this
month) we have our Advent Service with Sue Elsey giving us some
Advent thoughts.
Our first meeting of the New Year will be held on 8th January (2nd
Monday as usual). We will be using the ‘Wave of Prayer’ to pray for our
link Dioceses as the leaflet states – “Around the World, Around the
Corner”. After this we will catch up with a New Year Tea and perhaps a
quiz.
Ann Courtenay
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From the Home Front
The past few months have been a time of memories, reminiscing and illumination
for my family. During the months my Dad was in hospital we - my five siblings, their
partners, grandchildren and friends - visited daily and with increasing frequency. We
all knew my Dad’s illness was terminal, so ‘how are you today?’ conversation was
minimal. This meant that we talked about the past a great deal – Dad was 96 years
old and had been born in the Depression Years of the 1920s when times were
tough and families had been decimated by the deaths of the First World War and
Spanish Flu. He grew up in a very different Hartlepool, Britain and world to the one
we live in now.
He lived through the Second World War, sailing in Atlantic Convoys in the engine
rooms of unarmed merchant ships. He saw sights that are too awful to think about
and for most of his life he rarely spoke about ‘his war’. But during these last months
he shared some of his experiences. After my return from a cruise which included
Venice, we talked about his Mediterranean voyages. His ship took extra troops and
equipment into Naples just after it was liberated. Dad described how when the
disembarkment and unloading was completed crew were allowed off the ship into
the city. As he and his crewmates wandered around they found an abandoned
German tank. Being young and adventurous Dad climbed in to see what it was like
in an ‘enemy’ tank. He was somewhat shocked once inside, to find himself face to
face with a dead German soldier! He clambered out and after discussions with his
mates, they removed the German and gave him a ‘Christian burial’ – marking his
grave with a wooden cross and his ID. As Dad said - he was carrying a photo of his
wife and child, this man was a son and a father – just like my Dad was… He felt it
was only right to treat the soldier with respect and dignity in death even if he was
‘the enemy’. I felt so proud of my Dad’s actions. I had always known war was about
fighting and suffering, but Dad made it personal and about everyday people. He told
me of collecting Jewish refugees with nothing but what they stood up in, then
transporting them to Palestine. He spoke of taking a boat filled with nurses to part of
India which had had no medical support for the war years, and how the nurses were
cheered and welcomed by desperate ex-pats and natives alike. He told me of
seeing his Captain go down with his ship after it was torpedoed. Of how he and the
surviving crew stayed alive in an open lifeboat in the Atlantic, for three weeks with
limited rations and water. After the war he discovered that unknown to either of
them, his best friend, who was in the RAF, had been part of the aircrew looking for
survivors of the attack on Dad’s convoy! Amongst the fear and horrors of a world at
war Dad never forgot his Christian upbringing and he tried to love his neighbour –
even when they were trying to lie, steal and betray in order to survive the ordeal
they all found themselves enduring! I saw a new depth in the character of my Dad
as we talked and made my respect and love for him even deeper.
My heavenly Father is even more loving, caring and compassionate – how blessed
am I to have had two such fathers……
J.A.R.
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The Deanery Plan – An update
Over the last 6 months we have had several open meetings with Rev
Janet Burbury, our Area Dean, as we as a parish, along with all our
deanery partners, have sought to get to grips with the Deanery Plan. The
final decisions are to be taken at the end of November, but it now seems
certain that in the future we will be working in partnership with two other
parishes, St Aidan’s and St Luke’s. Both of these parishes are now in
vacancy and going forward the three stipendiary posts will be replaced
by two. In order to work out the best way forward there will a period of
facilitated consultation between the three parishes early next year.
At present there are actually 2 stipendiary priests in this grouping: myself
and Rev Gemma Sampson. Gemma is a third year curate who is coming
to the end of her training period in 2018. In addition we also have Rev
Andrew Craig who is currently helping cover the vacancy at St Luke’s.
We are all very grateful to Gemma who is doing a great job based at St
Aidan’s and to Andrew for his really hard work at St Luke’s. Also in July
next year Clive Hall will be ordained Deacon to continue working at
Burbank as part of the team at Stranton. In some ways initially very little
will change, but it is really important that we build on the existing good
relationships and that we prayerfully seek God’s vision for the future and
the best way forward for all involved.
Norman

Jean Waller
Congratulations to Jean on being presented with an
award from the Diversity Group for her ongoing work
welcoming and supporting the asylum seekers and
refugees who have arrived and settled in Hartlepool
over the last two years.
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The Deanery Plan - a bit of background
As you may be aware, churches the length and breadth of the nation are
struggling with two seemingly intractable questions. Firstly; a lack of
priests and secondly; a lack of money.
In Durham, the parish share offering covers nearly 70% of the diocesan
income. For many years, we (yes, we; we are all “the diocese”) have
been forced to dip into our diocesan reserves to cover shortfalls in our
annual accounts.
Our previous bishop, Justin, was horrified when he looked into our
finances and said “Enough! We must balance the books!”. Bishop Paul
has the same opinion. The Bishop’s Council and Diocesan Synod have
agreed that we should look to be viable financially by 2020.
The demographics of our clergy are worrying. Over 40% of our priests
are due to retire in the next 10 years. There are insufficient numbers of
training ordinands coming through “vicar school”, so there won’t be many
future priests, even if we could afford them.
In order to address the two challenges, at Diocesan Synod we asked
each of the 16 deaneries in the diocese to redefine their Deanery Plans,
taking into account the challenges. In the Hartlepool Deanery, where we
currently employ 8.9 priests, we were tasked to identify how we can be
even more effective in our collective ministry (in 11 parishes with 16
worship centres and 6 church schools) with a small reduction to 7 priests
(or rather 7 full time stipendiary posts).
This has acted as a stimulus for some longer term strategic imaginative
planning. The latest version of the Hartlepool Deanery Plan is the result.
If you would like to know more about what is happening across the town
then speak to our Area Dean Janet, Norman, Sylvia Shepherd or me.
Andrew Rogers.
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Baptisms 29th October

Violeta holding Daniela, Arjeta with her godmother and Mohammad Moradi preparing for baptism.

Norman prepares the candidates for Baptism

Arjeta is baptised
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Violeta is now baptised and is a true follower of Jesus.

Mohammad receives his blessing
after immersion in the water.

Violeta, Ajeta and Daniela Demas are given
candles to represent light of Jesus in the world

Mohammad Moradi takes the light of Jesus into his life
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Update from Kilimatinde
Now it is hot!
Posted on October 21, 2017
This post is entitled “Now it is hot!” because this is the hot season. As the
temperature gradually build we say at intervals, “now it is hot” until… well until, it
really is hot! Once again we are waiting for the rain in earnest, wondering what this
year’s rainy season will be. Will the rain rain at the right time, for the right amount
so that everyone will get the crops they need to take them through the next 12
months. Please pray with us that this year will see plentiful rains and good harvests.
Amen.
Volunteers
We said farewell to Anni and Debby in September after a fantastic month with them.
As trainee teachers their insights into our Nursery school were very valuable and
have become part of the foundation for some key changes in teaching style we are
making right now. At the end of September and beginning of October we welcomed
3 new volunteers; Mary and Jim Higbee from California and Sarah Anderson from
Mississippi. Our first volunteers from America and from the Episcopal Church. We
are very excited to be partnering with them.

Mary and Jim were previously involved in establishing a secondary school in South
Sudan and teacher training in Kenya. They have brought with them great
knowledge of how to achieve the changes we have been wanting to make for a
while. Jim is also a skilled carpenter and is helping us to get ‘around to’ many jobs
at home and at school. Sarah has recently graduated and on return to Mississippi
will take up a Youth Work role in a church. She has only been with us a week so far
but has settled into family and school life really quickly. Stephen and Simon
continue to be with us. Stephen working hard with forms 2 and 4 to try and get their
maths ready for the national exams and Simon working with Mary to develop the
Nursery school.
Whilst we are talking about volunteers an update on the house. It now has a roof,
door frames and windows, doors being hung as we write. The electrician has been
in and wired up and the plumber is coming next week to lay pipes into the walls.
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Builders are plastering the rooms that are ready. We still need to do the floors and
finishing, then we need to furnish it and put in kitchen cupboards and appliances
etc. We are never sure where the next bit of money is going to come from to keep
going but then it appears… God is good!
Form Four Graduation

We had a joyful Form Four Graduation. On October 30th these students will start
their national end of Secondary School Exams. Please pray for them. We want to
praise God for the sense of family and joy that was present in this year’s
graduation, it was a day to truly celebrate the achievement of these students and of
the school. The parents have been asking us to open an A’ level division for the
school and we are hoping to start this in 2018; so they helped us to fundraise
towards the dormitory and classrooms that will be needed. Thank you to those of
you at home who responded to our facebook post and helped to provide some bags
of cement.
KV
We also had cause to celebrate as a family as Kelvin graduated from primary
school first in his class academically. The Standard Seven National Exam results
were announced yesterday and he got; Swahili A, English C, Science B, Maths A,
Civics B. We are very proud of him. He is currently participating in our pre form one
class ready to join St. John’s in January.
School bus
Another reason to celebrate has been the arrival of our new school bus! We
needed to raise £14,500 to buy a bus of this size and we did it by your kind gifts
and securing an interest free loan for £9500. We can only give all the glory to God
that we have managed to get this bus, as on our own there was no way we could
find that money or achieve this dream. Thank you to those who have given so
generously and responded to God’s small voice.
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We still need your prayers, obviously as we continue to fund raise to repay the
loan, but more so, that the bus will bring in more students from surrounding villages
and help us to grow our school and offer more children access to a better
education. When we look at Kelvin’s school results, no one in his class achieved
above a C in English and most received a D, yet English is the medium for
secondary education, we need an English Medium Primary School to get students
ready for learning in English at secondary school. This challenge of language is
what causes most students to fail or struggle to do well at secondary level.
Zumm
Zumgumza na Mtoto Mchanga began in September. We were really pleased to
have David Townend (co founder of Zumm) with us for our first week of teaching.
With him we taught session one in Solya Parish and then did short seminars in
Kilimatinde Primary and Secondary schools, Solya Primary school, Kilimatinde
Nursing college, Kilimatinde hospital and of course St. John’s!
What is it all about? Encouraging parents and everyone who has contact with a
baby to speak to the baby! Of course parents speak to their babies, but research
has shown that the quantity and the quality (real words and sentences) is not
enough. At age two we can know how our children will get on at school by counting
the number of words the child has. Ideally a two year old needs to have 50-60
words, most in Tanzania have less than 20. Parents can speak with their baby from
the day they are born or before, but the really critical time for building the language
connections in the brain is between 6 and 9 months old. Research has shown that
in Tanzanian homes within one hour a child may be spoken to directly using
approximately 63 words. In UK educated homes this number is more like 2000 and
even in less well educated homes it is around 600.
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Thank you to everyone who has signed up already to support us through CMS, for
anyone still praying it through here is the link to our page on their website.
http://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/festo-and-grace-kanungha
If your church is considering supporting us it would be helpful for CMS to have a
idea soon of the level of support we need to have raised at least 75% of our budget
before we go on training in April 2018.
Please pray:
 For us as a family for good health physically and spiritually and plenty of time to
laugh together.
 The mothers who learnt about how to speak to their babies that they would have
the courage and confidence to put it into practice and for more opportunities to
share this teaching.
 For all the students in forms 2 and 4 preparing for their national exams and for
Festo as he guides the school through this busy time of year.
 For the volunteer accommodation that God would provide what we need when
we need it to get the house finished.
 Praise God for the arrival of our school bus and please pray that it will bring
more children to learn with us at St. John’s and that we will be able to repay the
loan swiftly.
 Please pray that the government will favour our school with registration to
provide A’ levels.
For us as we continue to raise the financial support to work here as CMS Mission
Partners.
We have the following online giving options for supporting our work at St. John’s:
www.justgiving.com/St-John-s-Seminary
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Adam Barton
Joiner & Carpenter
Time served joiner,
Maintenance work carried out,
Internal replacement doors a speciality

07877 316030
adam.barton@live.co.uk

Steven McConnell
Roofing Contractor

LINENS
Fabric and Design
Dress, bridal and dance fabrics
Rhinestones, machines and
haberdashery.
Help and advice with your
sewing projects. Shop in store,
telephone or on line.

Linens, Fabric & Design
97 Park Road
Hartlepool
TS26 9HP

37 Greta Avenue
Hartlepool
TS25 5LE

Tel: 01429 891755
www.linensfabric.co.uk

Tel: 01429 221784
Fax: 01429 281609
Mobile 07850 925183
Member of the National
Federation of Roofing
Contractors
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Hartlepool & District Hospice
Provides free palliative care for patients.
Offers of voluntary help are always welcome ,
as are donations.
Please contact us at:
Alice House Wells Avenue
Hartlepool. TS24 9DA
Tel: 01429 855555

Stranton Business Centre
Colin B Griffiths, FBII
49 Stockton Road
Hartlepool
TS25 1TX
Telephone: 01429 280444
Mobile: 07932333779
Email: strantonbusinesscentre@hotmail.co.uk
www.strantonbusiness.co.uk

Joanna’s Poochies
Paradise
147 Elwick Road
Hartlepool
TS26 9BW
Pet Shop
&
Dog Grooming
01429 270056

K. W. Monkman
Building Services
Joinery, Glazing,Property
Repairs & Building Work
Reg. Office:
104 Elizabeth Way
Seaton Carew
Hartlepool
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Telephone:
01429 277385

BRABINER
CARPETS
249 – 251 YORK ROAD
HARTLEPOOL
TS26 9AD
TEL: (01429) 272298

LET US HELP YOU GET THROUGH YOUR LOSS

John Harrington

We’ll guide and assist you through all the
funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.

BRICKWORK AND BUILDING
New Builds, Alterations
& Extensions

MASON’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
01429 862021

Tel: 01429 420019
Mobile: 07960381258

129 Park Road, Hartlepool.
TS26 9HT

Free Estimates

Keith Walker
Ophthalmic Opticians
28 Victoria Road, Hartlepool
Tel: 01429 275551
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20 Things a Verger/Sidesperson does
1.

The duty of a sidesperson is to promote the cause of true religion in the
parish.

2.

To assist the Churchwardens in their duties.

3.

Arrive half an hour before the service.

4.

To make sure books and papers for the service are ready.

5.

Ensure the collecting baskets are ready at the back of the church.

6.

Welcome people as they arrive, which is an important mission.

7.

If people seem unsure show them to a seat and if possible introduce them to
a regular church goer.

8.

Hand out books and papers.

9.

Take the collection at the appropriate part in the service.

10. Put the communion rail in the correct position.
11. At communion services direct people to the communion rail.
12. Check that all the people who wish to take communion have taken it and if
necessary ask vicar to go to anyone in a wheelchair or people unable to
walk far.
13. After the communion remove the altar rail ready for clergy to go to the back
of the church.
14. Ensure that books and papers are collected and put the service books in the
cupboard, tidy the church and place bibles at the end of rows.
15. Invite visitors to stay for refreshments, offer church magazines or other
literature.
16. Answer questions about the history of the church or introduce them to
somebody who knows the history.
17. At funerals/weddings get the church ready for the service, including lighting
the candles.
18. Switch on the sound system, check any CDs to be used and ensure
microphones are available.
19. Meet the undertakers/wedding party and see the groom checks the
registers.
20. The rest of the duties are the same as at any service but includes putting the

collection in the safe and returning the registers to the safe after the service.
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Boys Brigade News

National Competitions
Master team – Our team travelled to Lanchester to play against teams
from Gateshead, Lanchester and Teesside - putting on a brave
performance we came fourth scoring 50.5%.
Next year we will feed the team with fish fingers in an attempt to qualify
for the next round!!!
Our badminton team are at home to the 1st Morecambe at Brierton
Sports Centre on the 2nd December. We are busy practising for this and
hope for a more favourable result.
Battalion Competitions
On Monday 13th January we hosted the Junior 5 a Side at St
Matthew’s, despite playing all the football we had to settle for 3 rd, 4th and
5th place, the competition was won by the 8th Westbourne Methodists.
The referee was one of our younger leaders Max Crinson, who
officiated very well.
Anchor Boys – are making a frieze for the Bacon Butty Sunday, all
about the Sheep and Goats Parable and playing lots of games.
The Juniors were visited by the Army cadets to learn about WW1 and all
Lads in each section did a project to qualify for the BB Remembrance
badge.
We still have room for new starters - please ring George Bainbridge on
263149 for any further information.
George Bainbridge
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Fallen Strantonians and the Battle of Cambrai
The battle of Cambrai was the first battle to integrate tanks and infantry
and two Strantoinans are connected to the battle.
Private Cecil Stephen Hawkins
He was a clerk living at 5 Lister Street prior to joining the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment).
He died when he was 22 years old and is buried at Red Cross Corner
Cemetery, Beugny.

Private Billy Anniss
Lived at 52 Colwyn Road and he joined the Durham Light Infantry. He
was killed in action and is remembered on panel 9 on the Cambrai Memorial, Louveral France.
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Chris & Ros Smith News November 2017
Suddenly we have had something of a rollercoaster week!!!
After a period of time where a lot of hope and expressions of interest did not translate into a significant rise in the financial support we needed to go back to the Philippines (hence in part the lack of a prayer news), we had to deal with some further
“complications”.
In essence, our major supporting church had to tell us (in a very kind way) that although committed to our future in mission work, funds could not be dedicated to our
support until we were clearly on our way back to (or in) Asia. This was to do with UK
charities legislation.
Immediately this meant that our calculations of support had to change, could not include such sponsorship yet, so now stand at around only 30% of the amount needed to function overseas as “self financing” missionaries with Teach Beyond..
This was a hard thing to come to terms with, as the challenge looked that much
greater. The ways that we could see to reach such a target, in what we could practically do, did not seem enough.
Almost at exactly the same time, however, something unexpected (to us) has
popped up.
Whilst checking “vacancies”, as Ros routinely did, she saw that Dalat International
School in Malaysia have published upcoming staff needs which included a Grade
teacher and also a librarian.
We are slightly known to Dalat, have enquired after staff positions before, and indeed have mentioned Dalat in previous prayer letters. This time, however, the fact
that Ros is a qualified librarian has caused great interest and a desire to interview
Ros even before she has submitted her full application!
Dalat teaching positions are to some extent salaried, although it is still a Christian
mission school, so this could make the challenge of suitable support much more
achievable. Dalat also has established high academic standards. We raised one
concern about Aden’s possible transition to an American style class risking a lack of
challenge – to which the school response was
“Our school academics generally at least a year above U.S. norms, and
the vast majority of our kids score above the 80thpercentile on standardized
tests. I think that the challenging academic environment here would probably be a great joy for your son. In particular, our math level is quite high
across all grade levels.”
It is really encouraging to feel that there are still possibilities. Please pray with us
that the process is suitably comprehensive, that we can feel we have been quite
clear on our strengths, experience, and potential when in discussion with Dalat.
Recent school conferences about Aden and Thomas have been quite positive.
Aden is particularly identified has having Grammar School potential, another reason
I queried the class scenario in Dalat for him. We would still wish that both boys had
more good friends in Chesham. Thomas has none locally (school chums too far
away) and Aden’s longstanding friend Vlad and family will be moving away around
Christmas time.
We will let everyone know how this develops over the next weeks and send out
more prayer news before Christmas.
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Katherine and Tony Paton in South East Asia
November 2017

Our call
To build up the church in the country in which
we are working - primarily through ministry to
the international church and by extension to
the local church.
Our role
Tony is teaching English to people working in
the aviation sector with a Christian NGO. He
also pastors Church of the Holy Spirit, an
English language international church.
Katherine supports Tony and looks after the
children as well as teaching Sunday school.

Please remember the whole family in your prayers. We are not allowed to give
more information about their work due to sensitivity both political and cultural of
the country where they work. God is guiding them and watching over them in an
amazing way.
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Church notices and magazine articles that bypassed
the proof reader!
A talk on drugs will be given at the next Mothers' Union meeting. This will be
followed by a bring and buy sale.
-------------------------Don't miss the Young Wives' Victorian Evening next month. It will be a fun night and
some of the women will wear clothes.
-------------------------We are delighted to announce that the youth group has raised almost £500 for drug
abuse.
-------------------------Correction: The following typo appeared in our last bulletin: 'Lunch will be gin at
12:15.' Please correct to read '12 noon.'
-------------------------Any church member over 18 is welcome on our new lay ministry programme. It
requires minimal training and time: just six weekly classes of about 200 hours each
Tuesday night.
-------------------------The Seniors group will have a picnic on Saturday. Each person is asked to bring a
friend, a vegetable, and a sweet, all in a covered dish.
-------------------------Remember the church jumble sale. We have a gent’s three-speed bicycle, also two
ladies for sale, in good running order.
-------------------------Bertha Belch, a missionary, will be speaking tonight at Calvary Memorial Church.
Come and hear Bertha Belch all the way from Africa.
-------------------------Next Sunday's preacher can be found hanging on the notice board in the porch.
-------------------------We are pleased to note that there has been a change of mind by the Housing
Department regarding the name for the new Housing complex for the elderly. 'St
Peter's Close' did seem somewhat inappropriate.
-------------------------Next weekend's Fasting & Prayer Conference in Whitby includes all meals.
-------------------------Fifth Sinday is Lent.
-------------------------Sunday morning sermon: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.'
Sunday evening sermon: 'Searching for Jesus.'
-------------------------Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
-------------------------Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at someone it
is hard to love. Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care much about you.
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Mary Baines Christmas Recipes
Prawn Alice
A starter which can be prepared earlier & left in the fridge until needed.
2 firm tomatoes skinned & diced or 2” slice of cucumber skinned &
diced
1 skinned & diced pear
2 green & 2 black grapes halved
1 red apple cored & diced but not skinned
¼ lb cooked prawns
¼ pint thick mayonnaise
Lettuce
Prepare tomatoes, cucumber, pear, grapes & apple, coat them well with
mayonnaise – taste & if you like a sharper taste add ½ teaspoon of
lemon juice or a dash of Worcestershire sauce & a little seasoning, Stir
in most of prawns.
When serving place this mixture on sliced lettuce, top with 1 or 2
prawns & serve with very thin brown bread & butter.
Raspberry Cheesecake
1 raspberry jelly
3oz butter
6oz crushed chocolate digestive biscuits
8oz cream cheese
1/2pint soured cream
1 box of fresh, or frozen raspberries
Dissolve jelly & make up to a pint as per instructions. Cool.
Melt 3oz butter & stir into crushed biscuits
Press into the base of a loose bottomed tin or flan dish – chill in fridge
till firm
Beat together cream cheese & soured cheese until smooth
Whisk this into the cool jelly, then pour over base.
Place raspberries on top & chill well in fridge
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Celebrate!
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
December

January

Siobahn Connell
Anne Courtenay
Lauren Davison
Eloise Dobbin
Chloe Greenwood
Diane Greenwood
Benjamin Hall
Joseph Hall
Pam Hutchinson
Heather Jennett
Catherine Padgett
Julie Shave
Robbie Spoors
Ella Spoors
Lilly Spoors
Mary Tones
Mark Tones
Josie Watson

Tyler Anderson
Frances Boyd
James Boyd
Michelle Butler
David Craig
Nancy Fernie
Clive Hall
Daniel Hart
Doreen Lathan
Carol Moore
Trish Playfor
Catriona Robertson
Isabel Spoors
Luke Tones
Alice Gilhespy- Swann

Congratulations on your
Wedding Anniversary
December
Jack Rogers & Gina Guo
Rob & Michelle Butler

Congratulations to Alex & Anna
Robertson
on the birth of
Melody Katherine on October 25th

If you have something to celebrate we would love to share it - email
admin@stranton-church.org.uk
or phone 864006.
All entries to be in25by the 16th of the month.

Dates for the Diary
Dates for December 2017 & January 2018
December
Tue 5th PCC, Fulthorpe Chapel
Sun 10th Christingle, Stranton Church
Mon 11th Family Service planning, The Vicarage
Sun 17th Carol Service, Stranton Church

7.30pm
3.30pm
7.30pm
6.00pm

Services for Christmas Weekend
Sun 24th
Mon 25th

Holy Communion
8.30am
Christmas Family Service 10.30am
Midnight Communion
11.15pm
Family Communion
10.00am

January
Tue 9th Churches Together Annual Meeting,
Church of Nazarene
1.30pm
Standing Committee,The Vicarage
7.30pm
th
Mon 15 Pastoral Group, St Matthew’s CC
5.30pm
Lighthouse Planning, The Vicarage
7.30pm
th
Tues 16 PCC, Fulthorpe Chapel
7.30pm
th
Wed 17 New Beginnings,Fulthorpe Chapel
7.30pm
st
Sun 21 Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
(WPCU)
Owton Manor Baptist Church
3.00pm
nd
th
Mon 22 Friday 26 : Soup Lunches for WPCU
starting at 12noon
Mon
Oxford Road Baptist Church
Tues
St Thomas Moore RC
Wed
Stranton (at St Matthew’s CC)
Thurs
St George’s URC
Fri
Church of the Nazarene
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Sidespersons
8.30am

10.30am

3 Dec

B Butcher

S Shepherd
K Shepherd

10 Dec

P Thompson

D Greenwood
B Greenwood

17 Dec

M Hutchinson

F Endean
A Craig

24 Dec

I Walker

S Shepherd
K Shepherd

Baptisms
1 October

Ernie Bradley

29 October

Violeta Demaj
Arjeta Demaj
Daniela Demaj
Dana Mohammad Moradi

Funerals
26 October

Ron Gledden

27 October

Alan Lloyd

17 November

Angela Teasdale
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Who’s Who
Church Office
Administrator

St Matthew’s Community Centre
Arncliffe Gardens TS26 9JF
Trish Playfor
01429 894006
E-Mail: admin@stranton-church.org.uk
Web Site: www.stranton-church.org.uk

Vicar
Revd Norman Shave 34A Westbourne Road
E-Mail: nshave1@btinternet.com
Associate Minister
Revd Andrew Craig

25 Egerton Road

233609

422461

Burbank Community Church Worker
Clive Hall
10 Clarkson Court

278504

Readers
Alan Robertson
Mary Tones

276926
265625

2 Northbrook Court
40a Blakelock Road

Churches Together in Hartlepool
Chair
Revd Richard Hetherington,
Oxford Road Baptist
Secretary Susan Atkinson,
St Mary's RC
Authorised Pastoral Assistants
Patricia Vaughan
144 Elwick Road
Church Wardens

429178

Peter Anderson 22 Thetford Road
Angela Craig
57 Claremont Drive

871266
234279

Music Group
Julie Shave 34A Westbourne Road
233609
PCC Secretary
Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Treasurer
David Craig
57 Claremont Drive
234279
Asst. Treasurer
Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Loyalty Treasurer
Peter Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Notice Sheet
The Office (Notices by the preceding Wednesday)
Signpost Editorial
Jacqui Rogers 19 Trentbrooke Avenue
265527
Signpost Advertising Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Signpost Subscription Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
St Matthew’s Booking Trish Playfor Church Office
894006
Magazine articles to the parish office by 16th of every month.
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