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ALL SAINTS CHURCH,  
STRANTON, CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday 
 8.30am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
 10.30am.  Service (with childrenôs groups for 3-14s) 
 
 1st  Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 2nd Sunday of the month will be Morning Worship   
 3rd Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 4th Sunday of the  month will be Lighthouse Service 
 
 11.00am. Morning Worship at Burbank Community Church, 
 at Ward Jackson School. 
 
 7.30pm  Youth Fellowship (14 years +) 
 
On the Third Sunday of  each month, Messy Church takes place at   
St Matthewôs Community Centre at 4.00pm. This is a time for parents/
carers and children to have fun together, doing crafts and various 
activities, based on a bible theme. 
 
Occasionally, (2 or 3 times a year) the congregations at Stranton and 
Burbank all come together for the 10.30am service, and this is 
followed by a bring and share meal. 

 
Wednesday Morning 
 10.00am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 at St Matthewôs Community Centre.  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ  нмǎǘ Wŀƴ нлму ŀƴŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ  {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ aƻƴǘƘ  
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óThe light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness has not overcome itô  

John 1 verse 5 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

In our fast paced and ever changing world can I encourage you 
through advent and Christmas to pause and remember the 
famous verse from Johnôs gospel I have quoted above. For 
some of us this year has brought great joy and many things to 
celebrate and for others it has brought struggle and sadness. 
Whoever we are, we all need to stop, pause and reflect. Take 
time to remember Jesus the baby born in a manger. Jesus is 
the light who continues to shine in the darkness. The light 
continues to shine whatever our circumstances. All are welcome 
to join us for one or more of our services through December 
which include the Christingle Service, the Christmas Carol 
Service, the Christmas Family Service and Midnight 
Communion Service (details inside). 
 

As we stop and remember Jesus the light shining in the 
darkness let us also pray that His light will be present with those 
who are experiencing darkness this Christmas. I think of those 
who have lost a loved one this year, of those who will be hungry 
or alone, those who are without shelter and those refugees and 
asylum seekers in our town who have few friends and little 
support. As I do this I wonder is there an action each of us can 
take to bring the light of Christ to another person in my 
community?  
 
May you know Godôs light surrounding you and may you be light 
to another over the coming weeks. 
 

Every Blessing, 

Norman 
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 M O T H E R ` S    U N I O N 

As I write this it is mid November and Iôm looking back at a busy year. 
Friends have died, others had falls resulting in broken bones, another 
underwent open heart surgery and yet others had amputations. Only a 
few days ago my neighbour was rescued from the freezing North Sea 
after his new fishing vessel sank! 
 
Some years are like 2017 ï when we find ourselves asked by nominal 
Christians to pray for them or their loved ones and wider family. If you 
find yourself in that situation do pray. Itôs amazing that they ask when 
normally our faith is a taboo subject. I always pray, but suggest they join 
in and that they can pray tooé. 
 
Our Durham MU leader Kathleen writes in the Winter Newsround, ñWe 
are here to help each other.ò 
 
2018 has its theme - ñWalking in Mary Sumnerôs footstepsò. At a 
committee meeting in Durham recently the importance of the right 
footwear for the conditions was stressed, ie not wearing slippers to go 
out in the snow! Iôm not sure whether we as a branch will be able 
physically to go on a long walk, but whatever we do God will walk with 
usé 
 
Our next meeting is the Christmas Lunch at The Marine Hotel in Seaton 
on Monday 4th December at 12 noon. If you park in The Marine carpark 
please remember to ask for a parking permit at Reception.  
 
Then on 18th December (Please note 3rd Monday NOT 2nd Monday this 
month) we have our Advent Service with Sue Elsey giving us some 
Advent thoughts. 
 

Our first meeting of the New Year will be held on 8th January (2nd 

Monday as usual). We will be using the óWave of Prayerô to pray for our 

link Dioceses as the leaflet states ï ñAround the World, Around the 

Cornerò. After this we will catch up with a New Year Tea and perhaps a 

quiz. 

Ann Courtenay 
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From the Home Front 
The past few months have been a time of memories, reminiscing and illumination 
for my family.  During the months my Dad was in hospital we - my five siblings, their 
partners, grandchildren and friends - visited daily and with increasing frequency. We 
all knew my Dadôs illness was terminal, so óhow are you today?ô conversation was 
minimal.  This meant that we talked about the past a great deal ï Dad was 96 years 
old and had been born in the Depression Years of the 1920s when times were 
tough and families had been decimated by the deaths of the First World War and 
Spanish Flu. He grew up in a very different Hartlepool, Britain and world to the one 
we live in now.  
 
He lived through the Second World War, sailing in Atlantic Convoys in the engine 
rooms of unarmed merchant ships. He saw sights that are too awful to think about 
and for most of his life he rarely spoke about óhis warô. But during these last months 
he shared some of his experiences. After my return from a cruise which included 
Venice, we talked about his Mediterranean voyages. His ship took extra troops and 
equipment into Naples just after it was liberated. Dad described how when the 
disembarkment and unloading was completed crew were allowed off the ship into 
the city. As he and his crewmates wandered around they found an abandoned 
German tank. Being young and adventurous Dad climbed in to see what it was like 
in an óenemyô tank. He was somewhat shocked once inside, to find himself face to 
face with a dead German soldier! He clambered out and after discussions with his 
mates, they removed the German and gave him a óChristian burialô ï marking his 
grave with a wooden cross and his ID. As Dad said - he was carrying a photo of his 
wife and child, this man was a son and a father ï just like my Dad wasé He felt it 
was only right to treat the soldier with respect and dignity in death even if he was 
óthe enemyô. I felt so proud of my Dadôs actions. I had always known war was about 
fighting and suffering, but Dad made it personal and about everyday people. He told 
me of collecting Jewish refugees with nothing but what they stood up in, then 
transporting them to Palestine. He spoke of taking a boat filled with nurses to part of 
India which had had no medical support for the war years, and how the nurses were 
cheered and welcomed by desperate ex-pats and natives alike. He told me of 
seeing his Captain go down with his ship after it was torpedoed. Of how he and the 
surviving crew stayed alive in an open lifeboat in the Atlantic, for three weeks with 
limited rations and water. After the war he discovered that unknown to either of 
them, his best friend, who was in the RAF, had been part of the aircrew looking for 
survivors of the attack on Dadôs convoy! Amongst the fear and horrors of a world at 
war Dad never forgot his Christian upbringing and he tried to love his neighbour ï 
even when they were trying to lie, steal and betray in order to survive the ordeal 
they all found themselves enduring! I saw a new depth in the character of my Dad 
as we talked and made my respect and love for him even deeper.  
 
My heavenly Father is even more loving, caring and compassionate ï how blessed 

am I to have had two such fatherséé        J.A.R. 
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The Deanery Plan ï An update 
 

Over the last 6 months we have had several open meetings with Rev 
Janet Burbury, our Area Dean, as we as a parish, along with all our 
deanery partners, have sought to get to grips with the Deanery Plan. The 
final decisions are to be taken at the end of November, but it now seems 
certain that in the future we will be working in partnership with two other 
parishes, St Aidanôs and St Lukeôs. Both of these parishes are now in 
vacancy and going forward the three stipendiary posts will be replaced 
by two. In order to work out the best way forward there will a period of 
facilitated consultation between the three parishes early next year. 
 

At present there are actually 2 stipendiary priests in this grouping: myself 
and Rev Gemma Sampson. Gemma is a third year curate who is coming 
to the end of her training period in 2018. In addition we also have Rev 
Andrew Craig who is currently helping cover the vacancy at St Lukeôs. 
We are all very grateful to Gemma who is doing a great job based at St 
Aidanôs and to Andrew for his really hard work at St Lukeôs. Also in July 
next year Clive Hall will be ordained Deacon to continue working at 
Burbank as part of the team at Stranton. In some ways initially very little 
will change, but it is really important that we build on the existing good 
relationships and that we prayerfully seek Godôs vision for the future and 
the best way forward for all involved. 
 

Norman 
 

Jean Waller 
Congratulations to Jean on being presented with an 

award from the Diversity Group for her ongoing work 

welcoming and supporting the asylum seekers and 

refugees who have arrived and settled in Hartlepool 

over the last two years.   
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The Deanery Plan - a bit of background 
 

As you may be aware, churches the length and breadth of the nation are 
struggling with two seemingly intractable questions. Firstly; a lack of 
priests and secondly; a lack of money. 
 

In Durham, the parish share offering covers nearly 70% of the diocesan 
income. For many years, we (yes, we; we are all ñthe dioceseò) have 
been forced to dip into our diocesan reserves to cover shortfalls in our 
annual accounts. 
 

Our previous bishop, Justin, was horrified when he looked into our 
finances and said ñEnough! We must balance the books!ò.  Bishop Paul 
has the same opinion. The Bishopôs Council and Diocesan Synod have 
agreed that we should look to be viable financially by 2020. 
 

The demographics of our clergy are worrying. Over 40% of our priests 
are due to retire in the next 10 years. There are insufficient numbers of 
training ordinands coming through ñvicar schoolò, so there wonôt be many 
future priests, even if we could afford them. 
 

In order to address the two challenges, at Diocesan Synod we asked 
each of the 16 deaneries in the diocese to redefine their Deanery Plans, 
taking into account the challenges. In the Hartlepool Deanery, where we 
currently employ 8.9 priests, we were tasked to identify how we can be 
even more effective in our collective ministry  (in 11 parishes with 16 
worship centres and 6 church schools) with a small reduction to 7 priests 
(or rather 7 full time stipendiary posts). 
 

This has acted as a stimulus for some longer term strategic imaginative 
planning. The latest version of the Hartlepool Deanery Plan is the result. 
If you would like to know more about what is happening across the town 
then speak to our Area Dean Janet, Norman, Sylvia Shepherd or me. 
 

Andrew Rogers. 



у 

Baptisms 29
th
 October 

 

 

Violeta holding Daniela, Arjeta with her godmother and Mohammad Moradi preparing for bap-
tism.  
 

 

Norman prepares the candidates for Baptism  
 

 

Arjeta is baptised 
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Violeta is now baptised and is a true follower of Jesus. 

 

 
 
   Mohammad receives his blessing  
   after immersion in the water. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Violeta, Ajeta and Daniela Demas are given  
candles to represent light of Jesus in the world  
 
 
 

 

Mohammad Moradi takes the light of Jesus into his life 
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Update from Kilimatinde 
Now it is hot! 

Posted on October 21, 2017 
This post is entitled ñNow it is hot!ò because this is the hot season. As the 
temperature gradually build we say at intervals, ñnow it is hotò untilé well until, it 
really is hot! Once again we are waiting for the rain in earnest, wondering what this 
yearôs rainy season will be. Will the rain rain at the right time, for the right amount 
so that everyone will get the crops they need to take them through the next 12 
months. Please pray with us that this year will see plentiful rains and good harvests. 
Amen. 
 

Volunteers 
We said farewell to Anni and Debby in September after a fantastic month with them. 
As trainee teachers their insights into our Nursery school were very valuable and 
have become part of the foundation for some key changes in teaching style we are 
making right now. At the end of September and beginning of October we welcomed 
3 new volunteers; Mary and Jim Higbee from California and Sarah Anderson from 
Mississippi. Our first volunteers from America and from the Episcopal Church. We 
are very excited to be partnering with them. 

 
Mary and Jim were previously involved in establishing a secondary school in South 
Sudan and teacher training in Kenya. They have brought with them great 
knowledge of how to achieve the changes we have been wanting to make for a 
while. Jim is also a skilled carpenter and is helping us to get óaround toô many jobs 
at home and at school. Sarah has recently graduated and on return to Mississippi 
will take up a Youth Work role in a church. She has only been with us a week so far 
but has settled into family and school life really quickly. Stephen and Simon 
continue to be with us. Stephen working hard with forms 2 and 4 to try and get their 
maths ready for the national exams and Simon working with Mary to develop the 
Nursery school. 
 

Whilst we are talking about volunteers an update on the house. It now has a roof, 
door frames and windows, doors being hung as we write. The electrician has been 
in and wired up and the plumber is coming next week to lay pipes into the walls. 

https://festoandgrace.wordpress.com/2017/10/21/now-it-is-hot/
https://festoandgrace.wordpress.com/2017/10/21/now-it-is-hot/
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Builders are plastering the rooms that are ready. We still need to do the floors and 
finishing, then we need to furnish it and put in kitchen cupboards and appliances 
etc. We are never sure where the next bit of money is going to come from to keep 
going but then it appearsé God is good! 
 

Form Four Graduation 

 
 

We had a joyful Form Four Graduation. On October 30th these students will start 
their national end of Secondary School Exams. Please pray for them. We want to 
praise God for the sense of family and joy that was present in this yearôs 
graduation, it was a day to truly celebrate the achievement of these students and of 
the school. The parents have been asking us to open an Aô level division for the 
school and we are hoping to start this in 2018; so they helped us to fundraise 
towards the dormitory and classrooms that will be needed. Thank you to those of 
you at home who responded to our facebook post and helped to provide some bags 
of cement. 
 

KV 
We also had cause to celebrate as a family as Kelvin graduated from primary 
school first in his class academically. The Standard Seven National Exam results 
were announced yesterday and he got; Swahili A, English C, Science B, Maths A, 
Civics B. We are very proud of him. He is currently participating in our pre form one 
class ready to join St. Johnôs in January. 
 

School bus 
Another reason to celebrate has been the arrival of our new school bus! We 
needed to raise Ã14,500 to buy a bus of this size and we did it by your kind gifts 
and securing an interest free loan for Ã9500. We can only give all the glory to God 
that we have managed to get this bus, as on our own there was no way we could 
find that money or achieve this dream. Thank you to those who have given so 
generously and responded to Godôs small voice. 

 

https://festoandgrace.wordpress.com/2017/10/21/now-it-is-hot/imag1443/


мн 

 
We still need your prayers, obviously as we continue to fund raise to repay the 
loan, but more so, that the bus will bring in more students from surrounding villages 
and help us to grow our school and offer more children access to a better 
education. When we look at Kelvinôs school results, no one in his class achieved 
above a C in English and most received a D, yet English is the medium for 
secondary education, we need an English Medium Primary School to get students 
ready for learning in English at secondary school. This challenge of language is 
what causes most students to fail or struggle to do well at secondary level. 
 

Zumm 
Zumgumza na Mtoto Mchanga began in September. We were really pleased to 
have David Townend (co founder of Zumm) with us for our first week of teaching. 
With him we taught session one in Solya Parish and then did short seminars in 
Kilimatinde Primary and Secondary schools, Solya Primary school, Kilimatinde 
Nursing college, Kilimatinde hospital and of course St. Johnôs! 
 

What is it all about? Encouraging parents and everyone who has contact with a 
baby to speak to the baby! Of course parents speak to their babies, but research 
has shown that the quantity and the quality (real words and sentences) is not 
enough. At age two we can know how our children will get on at school by counting 
the number of words the child has. Ideally a two year old needs to have 50-60 
words, most in Tanzania have less than 20.  Parents can speak with their baby from 
the day they are born or before, but the really critical time for building the language 
connections in the brain is between 6 and 9 months old. Research has shown that 
in Tanzanian homes within one hour a child may be spoken to directly using 
approximately 63 words. In UK educated homes this number is more like 2000 and 
even in less well educated homes it is around 600.  

 

https://festoandgrace.wordpress.com/imag1441/
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Thank you to everyone who has signed up already to support us through CMS, for 
anyone still praying it through here is the link to our page on their website. 
http://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/festo-and-grace-kanungha 
 
If your church is considering supporting us it would be helpful for CMS to have a 
idea soon of the level of support we need to have raised at least 75% of our budget 
before we go on training in April 2018. 
 
Please pray: 
¶ For us as a family for good health physically and spiritually and plenty of time to 
laugh together. 
¶ The mothers who learnt about how to speak to their babies that they would have 
the courage and confidence to put it into practice and for more opportunities to 
share this teaching. 
¶ For all the students in forms 2 and 4 preparing for their national exams and for 
Festo as he guides the school through this busy time of year. 
¶ For the volunteer accommodation that God would provide what we need when 
we need it to get the house finished. 
¶ Praise God for the arrival of our school bus and please pray that it will bring 
more children to learn with us at St. Johnôs and that we will be able to repay the 
loan swiftly. 
¶ Please pray that the government will favour our school with registration to 
provide Aô levels. 
For us as we continue to raise the financial support to work here as CMS Mission 
Partners. 

We have the following online giving options for supporting our work at St. Johnôs: 
www.justgiving.com/St-John-s-Seminary 

http://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/festo-and-grace-kanungha
http://www.justgiving.com/St-John-s-Seminary

