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ALL SAINTS CHURCH,
STRANTON CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday
8.30am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am. Service (with children’s groups for 3-14s)
1st Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion
2nd Sunday of the month will be Morning Worship
3rd Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion
4th Sunday of the month will be Lighthouse Service
11.00am. Morning Worship at Burbank Community Church,
at Ward Jackson School.
7.30pm Youth Fellowship (14 years +)
On the Third Sunday of each month, Messy Church takes place at
St Matthew’s Community Centre at 4.00pm. This is a time for parents/
carers and children to have fun together, doing crafts and various
activities, based on a bible theme.
Occasionally, (2 or 3 times a year) the congregations at Stranton and
Burbank all come together for the 10.30am service, and this is
followed by a bring and share meal.

Wednesday Morning
10.00am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
at St Matthew’s Community Centre.

Please note that the next Messy Church will be on 15th May and will
continue to take place on the Third Sunday of each Month
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Risen, Ascended, Glorified!
It is a cliché, but a true one, to say that time passes quickly. It seems just
a moment ago that I was writing my first piece for Signpost, and here I
am writing my last – three years in the blink of an eye. We might think the
same about Easter, though it was only a couple of weeks ago. Bunnies
and chicks gone, mounds of chocolate (much of it egg-shaped) eaten,
Easter cards down, long Bank Holiday weekend a distant memory,
services and a big Easter dinner now forgotten. It’s all over.
Or is it over? Easter is a Day, but it’s also a season. After Jesus rose
from the dead, he appeared to his friends and disciples over a period of
40 days, and we’re in that time now. Jesus’ resurrection, his defeat of
death, isn’t just a one-off (though it is that as well – a definitive, epochchanging moment); it is also an ongoing reality. The Jesus who rose
remains risen! He is alive now. Towards the end of this month, on
Thursday 25th May, we celebrate Ascension Day, when Jesus was taken
into heaven.
What is more, on his arrival in heaven, Jesus sat down next to God –
something that is known formally as his “session” (a Latin word that just
means “sitting down”!). This was an important sign that his death in our
place on the cross and his resurrection to new life had been effective, his
work of salvation for us was finished. And yet… he is not currently
twiddling his thumbs, unconcerned for us or simply waiting for his second
coming. No, he is actively praying, for you and for me, and praying for us
from the best possible place: God’s right hand (see Rom 8.34; Heb 7.25).
The hymn Lord Enthroned in Heavenly Splendour finishes with this line,
“risen, ascended, glorified”. We could expand that a little (even though it
doesn’t quite scan!) to “risen, ascended, seated, praying”!
In life’s worst moments and in its best, in the goodbyes and the hellos, in
the mundane and the exciting, let’s remember that we are an Easter
people: our Saviour Jesus is still living, he’s in heaven, and he’s praying
for us. That makes us not just recipients of new life, but also bearers of
new life to others – with the best, most faithful and constant prayer
support we could hope for or imagine!

Nick Moore
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M O T H E R S’

UNION

Dear Friends
It is 51 years since I became an MU member. Why do I remember?
Because my eldest daughter was 3 months old and she is now 51 years
old! It seemed very appropriate as MU is concerned with children and
family life. This promise to uphold family life and values has never
changed, along with prayer and bible reading. Many things have
changed – not all well received – but our roots are steadfastly set in
prayer. I like to think of MU as a tree which has grown a strong trunk
sustained by prayer. That tree has many strong branches (84 countries)
bearing leaves and fruit (over 4 million members). Never think your
prayers don’t count! We may not be present physically, or can do
anything practically, but God hears our collective and united prayers
around the globe.
So as our April meeting was on the Monday of Holy Week, Geoffrey
came to celebrate communion with us. He shared a story about an old
man looking for somewhere to sleep. People in Poland live in tenements
and the basements are for broken furniture etc – things not wanted or
needed. The old man asked if he could sleep somewhere – so the
tenants cleared a space in the basement for him. During the night the
owner heard beautiful music. On investigating he found the old man
playing a harp. “That harp has been broken for years!” he said. The old
man replied, “I created this harp and what I create, I can repair”. In
simple terms, is this not what Easter is about? God created the world,
which is in need of repair. That is why Good Friday happened, so that
the way for God was opened to recreate us – if we are willing – as we
are part of this world. As we look forward to Pentecost, we can
experience that new life and all that goes with it….
Please pray for Betty Hotham who has had a nasty fall and is now
recovering.
Next meeting: 8th May
Blessings
Kathy Webster
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From the Home Front
The lead up to and the Easter holidays have been quite stressful for my family
this year – but God always seems to send an encouraging hug to remind us
that He is there as He watches over us and meets our needs.
My 96 year old Dad ended up in hospital after a fall and bump to his head. He
hadn’t been himself for a few weeks. I had cancelled the patient transport after
6 hours waiting, intending to take him to A & E myself the next morning.
However an ambulance and paramedics turned up and insisted that he must
go to hospital due to possible complications from his medication and the head
injury…. Transport had not been cancelled and the response somehow
upgraded to an ambulance! The paramedics were wonderful, as were the
hospital staff! There were no problems relating to his fall, but underlying
medical issues were discovered (which were probably why he was out of
sorts…) and he was kept in for treatment. Five days later he came home much
improved.
However the next day Dad’s legs collapsed under him as we were taking him
to another medical appointment. Four adults were struggling to keep him
upright and it seemed likely he would fall to the ground – when an angel, in the
shape of the local Rag’nBone man, cruised by and responded to our calls for
help. This strapping lad single handedly picked Dad up and deposited him in
the chair by the door!!!
What to do now, and who to turn to for help which was desperately needed?
My brother then produced a phone number from a crisis care team at the
hospital who had phoned minutes before his collapse to see how Dad was
managing? When I rang them, very upset and anxious, they too were
incredible, eliciting information, assessing needs and reassuring me… Within
an hour an Emergency Therapy Care Team were with us. Again thorough,
caring and very reassuring. By tea time Dad was in a rehabilitation unit – safe
and being cared for properly.
Wow what amazing answers to prayers! It meant we could also go on our
planned visit to our number two daughter in Scotland...
Some fresh sea air, Spring flowers in full bloom, wildlife, doing Grandparent
stuff, and exploring the area were very recuperative.
On Easter Sunday as a family we attended the local Baptist Church where God
seemed to be reaching out to everyone. The church was absolutely packed –
with folk having to sit on the balcony stairs even after additional chairs were
brought in! It was a real celebration for everyone from children to OAPs. The
music was rousing, and following instructions from the minister, we almost
raised the roof singing along with the music group. The fellowship was amazing
afterwards with a real welcome – being an RAF town lots of people come and
go, so ‘strangers’ are always welcome. We felt touched by the Holy Spirit and
very much Easter People. God is Good all the Time – All the Time God is
Good!!
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FINANCE REPORT 2016-2017
2016 was a year of mixed financial blessings, as Stranton Church
returned a surplus of £12,519 (2015: £2,398) on a total income of
£177,254 (2015: £161,892): although this is itself cause for thankfulness,
the underlying financial position gives rise to some concern as the
surplus for 2016 is attributable to two key factors: the first being a good
operating performance by the St Matthews Community Hall which
contributed a surplus of £1,954 on income (mainly derived from hall
lettings) that had increased from 2015 by 25% to £24,908 and also to two
generous legacies received totalling £22,000, without which we would
have incurred a deficit. Overall, regular giving 6 was slightly reduced, and
in view of the bequests we did not need to hold a Gift Day so although
overall income increased by 9½% our financial giving support fell by just
over 8%.
On the application of funds, we increased our investment in mission,
maintaining our overseas support to Crosslinks and CMS and increasing
our support for home mission including the hosting costs and expenses
of YFC team which came to over £4,000, and a similar amount expended
overall in the new area of mission to Asylum Seekers including the cost
of simultaneous interpretation equipment. We implemented a living wage
policy for administration support and hall cleaning and established a
pension scheme for our parish Lay Worker and administrator posts in
advance of our staging date for auto enrolment, the additional costs
being offset by the first full year of NI rebate for small employers. We met
our Parish Share for the year in full, this being pegged at £54,500.
Looking forward to 2017 we have a number of challenges to face and
decisions to make. We will have a quinquennial building inspection, and
have appointed a new architect – initial indications are that there will be
some minor issues but no major repairs for us to address. Progress had
been slow on getting a lighting replacement scheme that the Finance and
Buildings committee were happy to recommend to the PCC, but this is
now progressing to a Faculty and will be funded largely form the surplus
brought forward (in other words, we can expect a financial deficit in 2017
as this one off scheme will be implemented out of reserves). Our
restricted funds brought forward include a buildings reserve of £85,683
related to the sale of 41 Arncliffe Gardens in 2015 (reflecting a covenant
condition in the title deeds that any sale proceeds were to be used for
staff housing), and £9,552 which is the cumulative value over a number
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of years of fundraising and recital income for the upkeep and repair of
the Organ.
Early in 2017 we conducted a series of teaching sermons of Generous
Giving and asked the congregation to make a considered and faithful
response in prayer service and financially, as we have committed to a
5% increase in Parish Share in addition to the lighting scheme and
quinquennial. We started the year with cash balances of £28,143 so
although we expect a small deficit in 2017 as we pay for new lighting and
quinquennial inspection costs our financial health especially in the light
of our giving campaign is still positive.
My profound thanks go to Maureen Anderson our Assistant Treasurer
who carries out the very considerable day to day work of church financial
management, and to Barbara Butcher our St Matthew’s Hall Committee
Treasurer: also to those who regularly count and bank our collections
and fees under the direction of Ken and Sylvia Shepherd and of course
all those who through regular financial support help to maintain the
ongoing work of Stranton Church.

David Craig

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP
This small group has continued to meet through the year about twice a
month usually at Claremont Drive on a Sunday afternoon. The group
is restful and deep seeking for God’s word to us in our lives.
This group is a listening group, employing the Ignatian Prayer type of
meditation, usually on a passage of scripture.
Many people in Stranton Church groups are now familiar with this
approach to meditation as it has been adopted in a shortened form as
part of the PMC‘s suggestion using Luke 10 v 1-12 (sending out of the
72) and now the passage in 2 Cor 4. We meditate for about half an
hour before gently sharing what God is saying to us.
We have welcomed new members and are growing together, but
others who are interested are welcome to join. Please contact Angela
or Elspeth Craig or Patricia Vaughan.
Angela Craig
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Ward Jackson CE Primary School Update
Easter RE
On Tuesday 21st March, Sepia class had
a visit from Reverend Andrew Craig. We
have been thinking about the Easter
story in class, and had a lot of questions.
Andrew brought the clothes he wears
when leading church worships, and
explained why the different colours are
important. Some of us even had the
chance to try them on! He then played
guitar and taught us a new song. Before he left, we had the opportunity
to ask any questions about the Easter story and Church services held
during Holy Week.

Easter Celebration
The whole of Ward Jackson School attended Stranton Church on
Thursday 6th April to celebrate Easter.
It was wonderful to see so many parents and most of the governors
there to hear the children sing, recite poems and dance along with
puppets - plus balloons, party poppers and confetti to really celebrate
the most joyous day in the Church calendar… Refreshments for all
were available afterwards.
This was also an opportunity to say a big thank you and goodbye to
Jeanette Dodd who stepped down as Chair of Governors at the end of
February. Her work over many years in the school and behind the
scenes has been greatly appreciated by the Head, Staff and other
Governors.
J.A.R.
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Easter Garden
This year the Easter Garden was re-styled and moved to the porch so
that everyone had a reminder of the Easter Story as they entered into
church….
Good Friday Evening

Easter Morning

The garden was inspired and designed by Barbara Butcher and she did
a wonderful job organising all the helpers - especially David House and
Carol Laud – many thanks it was very effective.
George Bainbridge
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Rebecca Henderson update

February 20th – Started chemotherapy. No side effects so far.
February 27th – Doing okay but having a few days reprieve from chemo.
March 2nd – Sincere thanks from Mum Tracey for everyone’s support.
March 9th - Starting to lose her hair- but managed a photoshoot in her
bridesmaid dress where they managed to disguise her hair loss - so she
was very happy…
March 13th – Rebecca’s blood count too low today for her chemo – so a
week off.
She has cut off her hair and donated it to the Princess Trust, which
makes wigs for children.
March 28th – Had MRI and chest scan. Has to wait for proper report but
looks as if tumour has shrunk. Having a sickly day due to chemo
yesterday – even had to pause MRI scan so she could be sick!
March 30th - Rebecca looking good and family are all feeling very
optimistic.
April 5th – Tumour has shrunk a bit, but doctors are hoping for more.
They will remove it soon, then review her treatment – whether she
should stay on the drugs trial or not. Rebecca coping well…
JAR
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DANIEL COOK APPOINTED MASTER OF THE CHORISTERS AND
ORGANIST AT DURHAM CATHEDRAL
Daniel Cook, who was born in Newcastle and grew up in Hartlepool,
has been appointed as Master of the Choristers and Organist at
Durham Cathedral. He will succeed James Lancelot who retires in the
summer, following a 32 year tenure in the position. Daniel leaves
Westminster Abbey where he is currently Sub-Organist and
principal organist to the Abbey Choir and Assistant Director of Music to
James O’Donnell.
Daniel has had a long association with Durham Cathedral having been
taught the organ by former Durham Cathedral Sub-Organist Keith
Wright in 1996 and 1997. At this time he was a student at English
Martyrs School and Sixth Form College Hartlepool, and sang in the
Cathedral Consort of Singers, Durham Cathedral’s adult voluntary
choir.
Leaving North East England to be Organ Scholar at Worcester
Cathedral, Daniel then moved to London to attend the Royal Academy
of Music where his teachers included James O’Donnell. Whilst at the
Academy he worked as Organ Scholar at Southwark Cathedral and
Westminster Abbey graduating with a first class honours in July 2003.
He was subsequently Assistant Organist of Westminster Abbey from
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2003 to 2005 before becoming Assistant Director of Music at Salisbury
Cathedral and then Organist and Master of the Choristers at St David’s
Cathedral.
Daniel combines his formal positions with a busy freelance career giving
organ recitals in the UK and abroad as well as teaching and
engagements as a conductor and singer. Recent engagements have
included concerts with the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment,
the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the BBC Singers and Onyx
Brass. CD recordings including the complete organ music of Charles
Stanford, Herbert Brewer, Herbert Sumsion, George Dyson and Walter
Alcock.
The Very Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Dean of Durham says, “We are
looking forward to Daniel taking up his appointment in the autumn and
are delighted that a native North East musician of international standing
is ‘coming home’. The next few months will be poignant as the
retirement of James Lancelot comes ever closer, but it is good to know
that an outstanding successor has been found who will continue and
build on the legacy of James.”
Daniel Cook says, “Having learnt to play the organ on the wonderful
Harrison and Harrison organ of Durham Cathedral, it is a huge privilege
and honour to come back as Master of the Choristers and Organist to
Durham.
James Lancelot is a legendary musician with a huge
reputation. Succeeding him will be daunting, but a challenge I am
excited to take on. I very much look forward to getting to know and
working with the Cathedral musicians, clergy, staff and volunteers as
well as returning to my native North East England.”
The Dean of Westminster, the Very Reverend Dr John Hall, says,
“Although his time as Sub-Organist has been relatively brief, Daniel
Cook has made a significant impact at the Abbey. He has been an
exceptional accompanist for the Abbey Choir and recitalist and also a
very fine conductor. We wish him well as he moves back to Durham and
its wonderful cathedral and for him and Miriam and their family every joy
and blessing.”

Durham Diocese website
March 2017
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Adam Barton
Joiner & Carpenter
Time served joiner,
Maintenance work carried out,
Internal replacement doors a speciality

07877 316030
adam.barton@live.co.uk

Steven McConnell
Roofing Contractor

LINENS
Fabric and Design
Dress, bridal and dance fabrics
Rhinestones, machines and
haberdashery.
Help and advice with your
sewing projects. Shop in store,
telephone or on line.

Linens, Fabric & Design
97 Park Road
Hartlepool
TS26 9HP

37 Greta Avenue
Hartlepool
TS25 5LE

Tel: 01429 891755
www.linensfabric.co.uk

Tel: 01429 221784
Fax: 01429 281609
Mobile 07850 925183
Member of the National
Federation of Roofing
Contractors
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Hartlepool & District Hospice
Provides free palliative care for patients.
Offers of voluntary help are always welcome ,
as are donations.
Please contact us at:
Alice House Wells Avenue
Hartlepool. TS24 9DA
Tel: 01429 855555

Stranton Business Centre
Colin B Griffiths, FBII
49 Stockton Road
Hartlepool
TS25 1TX
Telephone: 01429 280444
Mobile: 07932333779
Email: strantonbusinesscentre@hotmail.co.uk
www.strantonbusiness.co.uk

Joanna’s Poochies
Paradise
147 Elwick Road
Hartlepool
TS26 9BW
Pet Shop
&
Dog Grooming
01429 270056

K. W. Monkman
Building Services
Joinery, Glazing,Property
Repairs & Building Work
Reg. Office:
104 Elizabeth Way
Seaton Carew
Hartlepool
14

Telephone:
01429 277385

BRABINER
CARPETS
249 – 251 YORK ROAD
HARTLEPOOL
TS26 9AD
TEL: (01429) 272298

LET US HELP YOU GET THROUGH YOUR LOSS

John Harrington

We’ll guide and assist you through all the
funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.

BRICKWORK AND BUILDING
New Builds, Alterations
& Extensions

MASON’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
01429 862021

Tel: 01429 420019
Mobile: 07960381258

129 Park Road, Hartlepool.
TS26 9HT

Free Estimates

Keith Walker
Ophthalmic Opticians
28 Victoria Road, Hartlepool
Tel: 01429 275551
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20 things a Church Warden does:
Traditionally and legally Church wardens are responsible for the
contents of the church building and are the parish’s representatives
and officers of the bishop.
However this translates into:
 Be responsible for the church building, checking for example roof
leaks, damage and wear and tear.
 Arrange quinquennial inspections and any necessary repairs.
 Unlock for services/events. Lock up after services/events
 Switch the burglar alarm on and off and the door chime on and off.
 Open church for visitors; for lost property, for open times on
Saturdays and Mondays.
 Be responsible for the church silverware and general property.
 Prepare for services, setting up correct service sheets, communion
equipment; projectors etc.
 Ensure readers and intercessors and preachers are present and
prepared and smoothing over problems.
 Looking after the monies of the church.
 Look after the church linen, make sure there is enough, and it is
clean.
 Launder the church tea towels and hand towels.
 Tidy up after services
 Ensure the toilets are clean and have toilet paper.
 Empty the bins.
 Ensure the church is cleaned.
 Change the banners and the hangings according to season.
 Ensure there are flowers in church. Organise church decorations at
seasonal times /displays.
 Train and recruit sides persons
 Report to church authorities the good running of the church.
Looking after and supporting the vicar.
I see my role assisting in whatever ways possible to help the smooth
running of services, and the wellbeing of the priest/preacher. All this is
overarched in prayer;
Angela Craig
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Boys Brigade News

Our Anchor Boys and Juniors enjoyed a full week of activities at Easter Eggheads.
These included games, various crafts, movie clips about the first Easter, quiz, talk
and lots of fun!!
The Year 6 Lads and Company Lads are looking forward to having a summer
programme of Tuesday Night activities including visits to the swimming pool,
Seaton, Pool centre, a quiz at McDonalds and some football at Brierton.
We still have room for new starters…
Important Dates
Friday May 19th Open Night at St Matthew’s from 7.15pm - all are welcome.
Saturday June 10th our Summer Fayre at St Matthew’s from 09.30 – 12noon
We are collecting Bric – a – brac - please ring 263149 if you need any collecting.
George Bainbridge

The Great War - The Fallen of Stranton
100 years on
Frederick Stephen Booth
was born in Nottingham, his
family were living in Blakelock
Road by the time of the 1911
census. Prior to going to the
war Frederick was a Brewer’s
Clerk.
He was killed on 3rd May 1917
at the Battle of Arras whilst
serving in the Royal Fusiliers
9th Battalion, City of London
regiment – he is remembered
on the Arras memorial in
France.
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Chris & Ros Smith News
Dear Everyone
This is a very brief message to say that, as matters stand, we have not
received enough financial pledges or commitments to meet our Teach
Beyond budget for life and ministry in the Philippines.
We are not yet blocked from going by Teach Beyond. The amount
received can be made to cover all basic house living expenses for
example, but not enough to also rent a house (or pay a househelp, or
cover unavoidable visa and immigration fees, and so it goes on).
I'm writing this now because we are almost unable to conduct a return
to the Philippines in time for the new school academic year, as we
hoped to do. This involves buying plane tickets - which get more
expensive the nearer one gets to the preferred date of flying.
This note is going to everyone who has expressed interest in our
hoped for return to the Philippines. Some people have already
responded and recommenced financial support. Some have already
indicated that they are unable to do this but continue to remember us
faithfully in prayer. Some have not yet indicated their level of interest
either way.
If people have been waiting, then this is the time to do. Write a
declared pledge is as useful to Teach Beyond as the beginning of
ongoing financial support, which does not accumulate at our bank but
with Teach Beyond.
I am very sorry to have to write something with an explicit financial
aspect to it but I hope you appreciate the reason why, and can respond
to let us know how things stand on this matter.
With best wishes,
Chris Smith (for family)
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Katherine and Tony Paton in South East Asia
March 2017
Our call
To build up the church in the country in
which we are working - primarily
through ministry to the international
church and by extension to the local
church.
Our role
Tony is teaching English to people
working in the aviation sector with a
Christian NGO. He also pastors Church
of the Holy Spirit, an English language
international church. Katherine supports
Tony and look after the children as well
as teaching Sunday school.

Katherine and Tony, Anna, Innes, Euan and Eilidh
PLEASE PRAY...
For the “hospital” ministry team and that new Indonesian and Chinese speakers
can be found as some team members have (or are going) to
return home. Pray for the patients as they struggle in difficult conditions.
That the course for lower level English air-traffic controllers is effective at
meeting their needs and that the students will keep attending class.
Praise God for the successful completion of the first intake of pilots in training.
Pray for them as they leave the Christian environment and go to work in a secular
workplace.
For Bouakham and her husband Mon, as they begin married life in
Thailand. Pray that Bouakham is able to find meaningful work.
For our new house helper Noy, a single mum, going through a hard time. Pray that
we can have a good relationship with her.
For the situations at the children's school. Pray that good teachers can be
found and that the good standard of education in the primary school can
be maintained in the secondary school.
For our family as over the next couple of months Tony has a couple of trips
away. Pray for quality time as a family.
You can give online to Katherine and Tony at churchmissionsociety.org/anon
=Contact details: patons@gmail.com
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A Blast from the Past! Recipes from Mary Baines
Boozy Beef Stew
50g/2oz unsalted butter
900g/2lb diced topside of beef
¼ teasp ground coriander
4 shallots diced

1 litre/1 ¾ pint brown ale
2 sprigs of thyme
2 tablesp flour
2 tablesp Dijon mustard

Fry off shallots in butter
Add beef & brown for 4-5 minutes
Add flour & cook
Add the coriander, thyme, mustard. Add the beer &
cover the meat. Simmer gently for approximately one & a half hours.
Remove the meat & keep warm
Strain the sauce & serve.

Peanutter
The base:
140g/5oz butter
200g/8oz wholemeal flour
70g/2 ½ oz peanut butter
1 egg

Topping
70g/2 ½ oz peanut butter
110g/4oz dark chocolate
40g/1 ½ oz coconut

Line 12” x 6” (30cmx15cm) tray with greaseproof paper
To make base, put all the ingredients in a mixer & blend until makes
a soft dough
Spread the mixture into the tray & bake at gas 4 (180C) for about 30
minutes until its firm at the edges but still soft in the middle
Leave to cool in the tray
To make topping, melt chocolate either in the microwave or in a
bowl over a pan of hot water
Stir in peanut butter & coconut
Spread over the base & allow to set
When cool cut into squares.

20

Celebrate!
May
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
to
Maureen Anderson
Josh Anderson
Sarah Cartwright
Elspeth Craig
Kath Harkness
Mike Peacock
Eve Coils
Andrew Rogers
Kath Weimer
Janice Young

Congratulations
on your
Wedding Anniversary
Andrew & Louise
Robertson
Amy & Phil Warnes
David & Megan Robertson
Wedding Congratulations
to
Ruth Craig & Gavin Smith
on their marriage on 22nd April

If you have something to celebrate we would love to share it - email
admin@stranton-church.org.uk
or phone 864006.
All entries to be in21by the 16th of the month.

Dates for the Diary
Dates for the Diary May and early June
May
Tues 2nd 7.30pm Standing Committee, The Vicarage
Sun 7th
Nick’s Final Sunday
10.30am Joint service with shared lunch
Visit from Grace and Festo
Mon 8th 6.00pm Nick’s Licensing, St Oswald’s Durham
Tues 9th 7.30pm Prayer & Praise with Grace & Festo,
Fulthorpe Chapel
th
Thurs 11 7.00pm Synod, St Columba’s
Mon 15th 7.30pm Lighthouse Planning, The Vicarage
Wed 17th 1.30am Matthew’s Committee, Asda Room
Sat 20th
Family Games afternoon,
st
Sun 21 4.00pm Messy Church, St Matthew’s
Mon 22nd 7.30pm PCC, Fulthorpe Chapel
Tues 23rd 7.30pm New Beginnings, Fulthorpe Chapel
Thurs 25th

June
Thurs 1st
Fri 2nd
Sat 3rd
Sun 4th

7.15pm Ascension Day: Holy Communion St Luke’s
‘Thy Kingdom Come’
10 Days of prayer for the Church across the UK
Prayer Walk with Bishop Paul
Deanery Ceilidh at BelleVue Club
Prayer Walk & PMC
PMC
11.00am Burbank Open Air Bishop Paul,
(No service at 10.30am Stranton)
6.00pm Confirmation St Hilda’s
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Sidespersons
8.30am

10.30am

7 May

P Thompson

R Anderson
P Anderson

14 May

M Hutchinson

A Craig
F Endean

21 May

I Walker

S Shepherd
K Shepherd

28 May

P Porritt

G Webster
K Webster

Baptisms & Thanksgivings
2 April

Ivy Marine Alexandra Watts

Funerals
10th April

Margery Shotton
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Who’s Who
Church Office
Administrator

St Matthew’s Community Centre
Arncliffe Gardens TS26 9JF
Trish Playfor
01429 894006
E-Mail: admin@stranton-church.org.uk
Web Site: www.stranton-church.org.uk

Vicar
Revd Norman Shave 34A Westbourne Road
E-Mail: nshave1@btinternet.com
Associate Minister
Revd Andrew Craig

25 Egerton Road

233609

422461

Burbank Community Church Worker
Clive Hall
10 Clarkson Court

278504

Readers
Alan Robertson
Mary Tones

276926
265625

2 Northbrook Court
40a Blakelock Road

Churches Together in Hartlepool
Chair
Revd Richard Hetherington,
Oxford Road Baptist
Secretary Susan Atkinson,
St Mary's RC
Authorised Pastoral Assistants
Patricia Vaughan
144 Elwick Road
Church Wardens

429178

Peter Anderson 22 Thetford Road
Angela Craig
57 Claremont Drive

871266
234279

Music Group
Julie Shave 34A Westbourne Road
233609
PCC Secretary
Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Treasurer
David Craig
57 Claremont Drive
234279
Asst. Treasurer
Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Loyalty Treasurer
Peter Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Notice Sheet
The Office (Notices by the preceding Wednesday)
Signpost Editorial
Jacqui Rogers 19 Trentbrooke Avenue
265527
Signpost Advertising Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
Signpost Subscription Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road
871266
St Matthew’s Booking Trish Playfor Church Office
894006
Magazine articles to the parish office by 16th of every month.
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