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ALL SAINTS CHURCH,  
STRANTON CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday 
 8.30am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
 10.30am.  Service (with children’s groups for 3-14s) 
 
 1st  Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 2nd Sunday of the month will be Morning Worship   
 3rd Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 4th Sunday of the  month will be Lighthouse Service 
 
 11.00am. Morning Worship at Burbank Community Church, 
 at Ward Jackson School. 
 
 7.30pm  Youth Fellowship (14 years +) 
 
On the Third Sunday of  each month, Messy Church takes place at   
St Matthew’s Community Centre at 4.00pm. This is a time for parents/
carers and children to have fun together, doing crafts and various 
activities, based on a bible theme. 
 
Occasionally, (2 or 3 times a year) the congregations at Stranton and 
Burbank all come together for the 10.30am service, and this is 
followed by a bring and share meal. 

 
Wednesday Morning 
 10.00am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 at St Matthew’s Community Centre.  

Please note that the next Messy Church will be on  21st May and will 
continue to take place on the Third  Sunday of each Month  
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Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies it remains only a single seed. But if it dies it 
produces many seeds. John 12.24 
 

Dear friends, 

In the coming days we will be celebrating the most important Christian 
festival of all, Easter. Central to the festival is both death and 
resurrection. On Good Friday we remember Jesus’ death on the cross. 
In it we can recall God’s love for the world and the source of our 
salvation. Then on Easter day we recall the amazing story of the 
resurrection. Once again we will remember that Jesus is alive. In him 
there is life and hope for us all.  

 

When Jesus talks about the grain of wheat, I think he is primarily talking 
about his own life and ministry. However he is also observing a truth in 
nature and what is true of the natural world is also true for church life. I 
am sure we all want to celebrate with Nick that he has been appointed 
as MA Director and Tutor at Cranmer Hall, St John’s College, Durham. 
But this also means he, Bekah and the family will be moving on from 
Stranton. We will miss them. Their leaving for some of us will feel like a 
bereavement, a significant loss. Yet we move forward in faith trusting 
that God is at work. God delights to bring new life to his people and I 
firmly believe what is right for Nick and the family will also be right for us 
as God’s people. 

 

One of the last events Nick was responsible for organising amongst us 
was the drama ‘Darkness Falls’ with the Saltmine theatre group. I 
personally found this dramatic presentation of John’s gospel stimulating 
and thought provoking. A key theme that stood out for me was hope. 
Where hope remains ordinary people can be transformed. Hope 
motivates, renews and brings life. As we press forward together let’s 
remind ourselves that our hope is based on the resurrection of Jesus. 
We have a living Saviour. 
 
Every Blessing 
  
 
Norman 
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 M O T H E R ` S    U N I O N 

  
   

Dear Friends, 
  
March began with a service for Women’s World Day of Prayer at Seaton 
Methodist Church. The service had been written by ladies in the 
Philippines and was led by representatives from various churches in the 
town. The Philippines have many natural disasters but the people go on 
in faith knowing that God is with them. We sang a chorus which 
describes the epitome of the annual service. 
  
 Come and join the circle, come and take my hand 
 Come and join the circle, come and be my friend 
 Gather round and see what the world can be 
 Come and join the circle, come and share God`s word with me. 
 
The theme for this year Make a Mother`s Day is “gifts that put mothers at 
the heart of everything”. Our Soup Lunch and cake stall enables us to 
buy gifts that help mothers move from life on the margins right to the 
heart of their families and communities. Whether that`s through enabling 
a mother to learn to read, become a better parent or find the strength in 
God to change things for the better. This is a great way to celebrate our 
own Mothers’ Day,  so a sincere THANK YOU to all those who helped in 
any way and for the support of those who found fellowship and new 
friends.  
 
As our new Diocesan President wrote in her first article, “We will go 
forward in our work together, in Prayer and Service, and Walk in the 
strength of the Lord.” 

  
            “The fruit of prayer is Faith 
             The fruit of love is Service”. 
             
Next Meeting MONDAY, 10th APRIL - Come and join 
 
 
Kathy 
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From the Home Front 
I have been a fan of the comedian Tracey Ullman since she first appeared on 
our television screens in the 1970s. She emigrated to the United States in the 
1980s and has been well known as a comedian, singer, actress, screenwriter, 
producer, director and author.  
 

She has recently returned to British television screens with her own sketch show 
on a Friday night. One of the characters in her sketches has been quite an eye 
opener for me. In one sketch a lady is having a job interview for a high flying 
science post. The interviewer comments on how thrilled they are to have the 
opportunity to employ someone like her, with such an amazing track record, 
experience and glowing references and he is in the process of offering her the 
post, when she makes an offhand mention about church. Suddenly the 
interviewer’s face clouds over and he enquires what she means – she says she 
is a Christian and he starts to bluster and he calls in a colleague. This colleague 
affirms how excited they are to have the opportunity to employ this lady and what 
an asset she will be to the company. The male interviewer points out the 
prospective employee is a Christian and immediately this colleague’s attitude 
changes and she begins to back pedal too. It is obvious this eminently suitable 
person has suddenly become unemployable…because she is a professing 
Christian! The candidate asks if her being a Christian is a problem, which both 
the interviewers refute! However she withdraws her application and as she 
leaves the interviewers both fawningly apologise, to which she replies with a 
smile ‘Don’t worry - I forgive you!’ When she has left the room the two turn to 
each and exclaim “That was a lucky escape, what a nutter!” 
 

Frightening thought eh - or increasingly true?  
 

Frequently as Christians we are perceived by some members of society as 
‘nutters’ or ‘wierdos’ – how did we manage to attract such bad publicity and how 
has it stuck?  Do we need to own up more vocally to our core beliefs and flag up 
those living and working real Christian lives? Should we be emphasising the 
compassionate role Christians play supporting the sick, homeless, addicts, the 
support for the bereaved and those caught in the benefits traps, aid to asylum 
seekers? Has the bad publicity in the media around historical child abuse in 
churches, attitudes towards the gay community and women priests plus religious 
differences concerning abortion and contraception, tarred all Christians with the 
same brush?  
 

Or is Tracey Ullman having a pop at general intolerances which are being stoked 
up in present day society, bolstered by false and exaggerated reporting and 
scaremongering? How do we now view and treat immigrants, the disabled, the 
long term sick, the old, those who are perceived to be ‘different’ in any way?  
They are increasingly portrayed as spongers, taking our jobs, malingers, benefit-
cheats, bed blocking in hospitals…..   
 

It made me stop and think – but then that is what satirical comedy should make 

us do!!! J.A.R. 
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Talking Jesus 
Well, after months of anticipation, it finally happened. On the 
long weekend of Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th March, 25 
bishops from across the North of England, led by the 
Archbishop of York John Sentamu, descended on Durham 
Diocese. Between them (and with the assistance of their 
teams!) they attended 450 events. Here are some Hartlepool highlights, 
and what we might learn: 
 

Things to Celebrate 
There were over 400 people at Durham 
cathedral for the commissioning service, 
and over 900 at the closing celebration, 
where John Sentamu preached. This far 
exceeded expectations! 
 

A total of 20 people hosted in local 
Christians’ homes (7 from Newcastle, 7 
from Cranmer Hall, 6 from Saltmine 
Theatre Company…)! 
 

Over 100 students (aged 15–18) heard John Sentamu speak at the FE 
College on the place of faith in the 
public square, and then answer 
questions (including comparing himself 
in his black cape to Darth Vader, in 
answer to a question about new 
religions such as Jediism!). The 
Hartlepool Mail carried an article 
ahead of time, and one in follow-up. 
 

St Hild’s School hall was filled with 
people watching Darkness Falls, a 

gritty, imaginative, and very moving performance of John’s Gospel by 
Saltmine. If you didn’t make it, ask someone who did! 
 

The men’s group had its largest attendance in memory to hear Mark 
Tanner, Bishop of Berwick, speaking about motorbikes and faith (the key 
to both is: keep the engine running!) and his red-light district church’s 
ministry to prostitutes. 
Some great and really creative events out and about in the community: a 
photo exhibition in the People’s Centre on the theme “Peace and Joy in 
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Hartlepool”; a “God-o-meter” on York Road; pottery painting in 
Hartlepotz; a pub trail with questions for the visiting teams to ask locals, 
ending up with prayer at St Aidan’s Church; a couple of litter picks. 
 

It is also worth recognizing that every Anglican church in town was 
involved in some way, however big or small – and that is a huge 
achievement and promising for our future cooperation in God’s work. 
 

Something to Learn 
“Jesus is for life, not just for a weekend”. Remember those adverts, “A 
dog is for life, not just for Christmas”? Well, we could say the same 
about outreach and sharing our faith. Talking Jesus doesn’t finish just 
because the weekend has finished. Let’s keep looking and praying for 
opportunities to speak about Jesus, what he has done, what he means 
to us, what God is doing today. And, from time to time, it would be great 
if more events like this could happen – maybe not all in one weekend, 
though that can be a good thing to do from time to time. But to have an 
event to which non-Christian friends and family can be invited, and at 
which a faith story or testimony is shared, is a brilliant spur and help to 
us as we try to share Jesus. The next event we have coming up is 
Bishop Paul’s prayer walk on 1st, 2nd, 4th June – why not go out to meet 
him, and take a friend?! 
Nick Moore 
 

TALKING JESUS WEEKEND 2
nd

 – 5
th

 March. 
By gum, weren’t we busy bees that weekend? In addition to events 
described in other articles, here is a summary of what I can remember. 
The first event was a tough job, but someone had to do it; after the initial 
meet and greet followed by a delightful tea at Holy Trinity West View; a 
number of us hardy souls gathered at St Aidan’s for the…… 

Pub Crawl.  
Honestly, the things we put ourselves through for the Lord! This 
wonderful way of spreading the word was Father Leon’s idea. The gang 
consisted of +Mark Tanner, Leon, 4 or 5 of the visiting team, plus 
members of St Aidan’s and Stranton’s congregations. We split into 3 
rather ragged teams and braved the evening air. Our team started at the 
Causeway for a couple of looseners, segued into The Blacksmiths 
(where to our delight we discovered that ‘mein host’ previously owned 
the Oakroyd Hotel in Park Road, where we used to hold our Men’s 
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Breakfasts, many summers ago). Meaningful conversations were held 
with a very drunk man and a huge dog! About this time we left +Mark 
behind as we moved on to the temptation of the flesh that is the Stranton 
Social Club. 
Time was passing quickly, so we had to get a move on for the highlight 
of the night; yes, the Olde Durhams Club. Leon was happy now that we 
were back in his parish. More insightful conversations took place, I only 
wish I could remember any of them! Anyway, we headed back to St 
Aidan’s for Compline at 10.00pm. Very pleasant and calming it was… 
Then, being good Anglicans, we hared off to the Greenside for last 
orders. 
To be honest, I doubt we came anywhere near to converting anyone. 
However, we genuinely enjoyed talking to many folk and we were 
blessed with much fun and fellowship. A cracking good start to the 
weekend. 
 

DARKNESS FALLS – a dramatic production of John’s Gospel 
This play was performed by the Saltmine Theatre Group in St Hild’s 
School on the Friday evening. Set in a labour camp/gulag with a cast of 
5 actors, who were in role from our arriving in the hall, throughout the 
interval to the final scene. This was a thought provoking piece of theatre 
where the actors each played a variety of roles, often jumping from one 
character to another in the same scene. That the entire production was 
believable was a testimony to the skill of the actors, who brought their 
energy, skill and professionalism to the fore. 
Anyone who witnessed the event cannot have failed to be moved by the 
depiction of Jesus’ final days and resurrection. A capacity crowd sat in 
often stunned silence at the artful way the Gospel was brought to life. It 
portrayed His miracles then subsequent suffering in a relevant and 
imaginative way for our 21st century lives. 
 

On a lighter note, on the Saturday morning, many of us enjoyed the…                         
Mens’ Breakfast. This was held at the Duke of Cleveland pub over on 
The Headland. We gathered for a full english and to hear +Mark Tanner 
talk to us. He was a busy lad that weekend! +Mark discussed what it is 
to be a Christian in our modern world, and techno geeks note, used his 
iWatch to manage his screen presentation; very impressive. Many of us 
were particularly taken with his time as a vicar in the red light district of 
Doncaster; believe me, shockingly, it does exist. Having to attempt to 
build relationships with the working girls and their “minders” acted as a 
powerful counterpoint to his time as Warden of Cranmer Hall Theological 
College. +Mark is amusing and eloquent, well worth hearing. 
Andrew Rogers 
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Hartlepotz 
 
As part of the Talking Jesus Weekend 
a number of ladies, girls and one 
young man from Stranton, St Luke’s 
and Holy Trinity West View churches 
met at Hartlepotz to be creative, relax 
and chat, with a few nibbles, soft 
drinks and conversation from 
members of the Bishop’s Team. 
Everyone who went enjoyed an hour 
of painting pottery or making and 
dressing a teddy bear. It was good to 
connect with our often stifled creative sides and to express ourselves in 
a different way.  
 

It was lovely that Malory joined us as 
part of her birthday celebrations and we 
were able to sing to her!!! 
 

 

 
 
 

It was great a week later as 
people collected their fired pots 
to see just how effective our 
creativity actually was! Everyone 
has been thrilled with the results 
and enjoyed the evening.   

J.A.R. 
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Ward Jackson CE School 
 

Prayer Space Event March 9
th

  
On Thursday, an event was held in 
school to promote the awareness of 
prayer, thought and reflection in our 
lives. 
 

Parents, children and staff all had 
the opportunity to take part in ten 
activities throughout the day that 
helped to develop the way we think 
about God as well as how we think 
and feel about ourselves and those 
around us. We would like to thank 
each and every person who took part in such a hugely successful day, as 
we move forward to develop these ideas into our classrooms!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deep in thought! 

 
Quiet moments for reflection…. Children need them too… 
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Chris & Ros Smith News   #8        February 2017  
October to February!?!  How did that gap happen?  Well, for reasons to do with the 

following…….  

 

Work situation  

Last time we mentioned the Reception class that Chris was beginning to work with 
for three weeks.  Well, three months later it was still his job!  It has taken a long 
while for that particular teacher to be able to resume full time work, and her health 
situation is still not completely settled.  
Chris has been very busy with a job that has claimed much more time and energy 
than he originally anticipated.  After all, this did include the run up to Christmas 
(can’t share any pictures of it though, sorry)!!  The school has been very 
appreciative of the continuity their Reception class had, and we have in turn been 
relieved to have the settled work and salary.  God has been good to us!  
The next couple of months will be much less settled work-wise.  Chris may yet be 
needed by that class should their teacher fall ill again.  Meantime, once more 
fragmented day-to-day assignments will become the norm.  

Family situation  

Getting boys to two separate schools has been more gruelling than we expected, 
especially for Ros.  Bouncy boys at 7:30 am in the car is not always fun.  We have 
found ourselves involved with the life of the family of one of Aden’s school friends, 
whose mother was expecting twins at the same time as she had to walk her two 
sons to school.  Lots of school-related lifts around Chesham ensued.  Aden has 
just turned 8 years old, which led to lots of events and outings.   
It has also been quite hard to get the situation of Chris’ mum Sylvia settled and 
finalised as we would like.  We still have a couple of strong preferences.  Sylvia’s 
current setting is technically very good but lacks the kind of social connections she 
really enjoys and needs to be happy and content, which is our priority.  
Even so, it is tricky to get up north frequently to help sort out the family home, it 
being so far away.  Clearance and sale of the property to pay for mum’s care is 
taking a long time, and is a sensitive subject.  Chris’ sister has been far from well, 
which has again slowed down the pace of events. 

School situation  

At one point it seemed as though Faith International Academy in Davao had Chris 
as a classroom teacher as their prime invitation to return and work.  Consequently, 
Ros is in the process of developing a women’s livelihood project called 
“soapandstory”, the idea being to teach women how to make soap which they can 
use with their families.  They can also sell it to provide an income or to purchase 
books for a local community library or education project. Last month Ros attended 
a soap making course, and is about to make her first batch at home.  More info 
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can be found at soapandstory.com   
In addition, however, Ros is being asked by FIA if she is still available to assist with 
her library related skills.  It certainly does show that there is a place for us to be 
useful in Davao if we get there!  Which leads to….  

Financial support situation  

The other side of being busy with day to day work has of course been a lack of time 
to commit to speaking at meetings to do with going back to the Philippines.  We 
need to explain what the ministry need is to more people.  Yes, there is without 
doubt a financial element but this is the crucial door to test, to see how it is opening 
for us to return.  
At the moment, Teach Beyond is in receipt of some ongoing gifts for our Philippines 

ministry from mission partners, both church and individuals.  We need to grow this 

urgently.    
The setting with Teach Beyond is quite different to how things worked before – gifts 
that begin now will help to purchase plane travel to Asia to get us started teaching – 
TB does not have any budget for buying our flights.  
We may not have been completely clear on this point before, but it is necessary for 
people who are wanting to partner with us, to help in this teaching and serving 
ministry to begin (maybe begin again) as soon as possible.  
Please also pray that we will begin to get opportunities and invitations to share and 
speak.  If any of your fellowship or church groups have a sudden speaker 
cancellation in any meetings soon, Chris is very willing to step in!!  

Our heart situation  

We have wondered a lot about the slowness of these events.  In part we can only 
blame ourselves for not finding the time to write to everyone and keep you up to 
date for prayer.  However we get joy from unexpected gifts from others just as busy 
as ourselves, which encourages us to keep going with this teaching ministry quest.   
We hope to be travelling back for the new school year in Davao (August) but that 
means having new mission partners and flights booked to travel.  It’s a big prayer 
challenge!   
 

Email    chrismiff@yahoo.co.uk     c/o 28 Springfield Road, Chesham, Bucks 

HP5 1PW  
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LINENS 
Fabric and Design 

 

Dress, bridal and dance 
fabrics Rhinestones, 

machines and haberdashery. 
Help and advice with  your 

sewing projects. Shop in 
store, telephone or on line. 

 

Linens, Fabric & 
Design 

97 Park Road 
Hartlepool 
TS26 9HP 

 

Tel: 01429 891755 

Steven McConnell 
Roofing Contractor 

 

37 Greta Avenue 
Hartlepool 
TS25 5LE 

 

Tel: 01429 221784 
Fax: 01429 281609 

Mobile 07850 925183 
 

Member of the National 
Federation of Roofing 

Contractors 

Adam Barton 
Joiner & Carpenter 

 

 

Time served joiner, 
Maintenance work carried out, 

Internal replacement doors a speciality 
 

 

07877 316030 
adam.barton@live.co.uk 



14 

Joanna’s Poochies 
Paradise 

 

147 Elwick Road 
Hartlepool 
TS26 9BW 

 

Pet Shop  
&  

Dog Grooming 
 

01429 270056 

K. W. Monkman 
Building Services 

 
 

Joinery, Glazing,Property 
Repairs & Building Work 

 

 
Reg. Office: 
104 Elizabeth Way 
Seaton Carew 
Hartlepool 

Telephone:  
01429 277385 

Hartlepool  & District Hospice 
 

Provides free palliative care for patients.  
Offers of voluntary help are always welcome , 

as are donations.  
Please contact us at: 

 

Alice House Wells Avenue  
Hartlepool. TS24 9DA 

Tel: 01429 855555 
 

Stranton Business Centre 
 

Colin B Griffiths, FBII 
49 Stockton Road 

Hartlepool 
TS25 1TX 

 

Telephone:  01429 280444 
Mobile: 07932333779 

Email: strantonbusinesscentre@hotmail.co.uk 
www.strantonbusiness.co.uk 
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Keith Walker 
Ophthalmic Opticians 

 
28 Victoria Road, Hartlepool 

Tel: 01429 275551 

BRABINER 
CARPETS 

 
249 – 251 YORK ROAD 

HARTLEPOOL 
TS26 9AD 

 
TEL: (01429)  272298 

LET US HELP YOU GET THROUGH YOUR LOSS 
 

We’ll guide and assist you through all the  
funeral arrangements. 
Call us 24 hours a day. 

 

MASON’S 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

01429 862021 
 

129 Park Road, Hartlepool. 
TS26 9HT 

John Harrington 
 

BRICKWORK AND BUILDING 
 

New Builds, Alterations 
& Extensions 

 
Tel: 01429 420019 

Mobile: 07960381258 
 

Free Estimates 
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Redmire 2017 
On Monday 13th February four carloads of 
sleeping bags, warm clothes, food, Bibles, 
games, a guitar, and young people and 
leaders, set off on an intrepid journey into 
deepest darkest Yorkshire. 70 minutes 
later we arrived at the cosy, friendly, and 
wonderful cabins and Granary Barn at the 
Jonas Centre in Redmire (now with WiFi!). 
We were there for 3 nights, and got up to 
all sorts: football, Bible studies, chasing 
sheep, films, bonfire, a walk, games at 
Easby Abbey, prayer and worship, time in 
Richmond, icecream at Brymor, prayer 
barn… 
 

Our Bible studies took a look at some of 
the events in Joseph’s life. The theme verse was “I cannot do it, but God 
will” (Genesis 41.16). As we looked at the highs and the lows in 
Joseph’s life we saw how even when circumstances or other people 
mean to harm us, God can use that for good (Genesis 50.20) – we 
connected this with the cross, which was the most evil and horrendous 
thing that people have ever done, and yet God used it for good, 
defeating death and making forgiveness possible. 
Here’s Redmire in the words of some of those who were there: 
 

“It’s a great place to develop a deeper 
relationship with God.” 
 

“It allows us all to escape our own world 
and come away with other young 
Christians to learn more about God, and 
build amazing relationships.” 
We’re really grateful for the church’s 
support which makes this possible, and for 
all who attended and supported the 
Interchurch Festival before Christmas, 
which was organized by our youth groups 
and raised money for Redmire. If you’re in 
school years 7–13 next year, save 
February half term in your diary and come 
join us! 
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WW1 Parish Magazine  April 2017 
  

The Fallen of Stranton Remembered 100 years on  
This month marks the deaths of two Strantonians. 

 
2nd Lieutenant Donald Ord Ross 

As you walk into Stranton Church look to your left and you will see a 
window dedicated to 2nd Lieutenant Ross, he fought with the 6th 
battalion Cameron Highlanders at the battle of Arras and died  

on 11th April 1917. 
Donald joined the call to arms in August 1914. He left a widow Anne 

Teresa Ord, to whom he left in probate £270 and 9 shillings’ 
 

Death in The Med  
Private Frank Coutlas 

He served in the Royal Army Service Corps were dispatched to serve 
in the Middle East. On the journey from Marseille to Alexandria in 

Egypt on board the HMS Cameronia the ship  was torpedoed by U 
Boat-33 about 150 miles from Malta. 

HMS Cameronia 

 

There were 2,650 soldiers aboard at the time and 210, including 
Frank, lost their lives as the ship sank in less 40 minutes. 
He is remembered on the Chatby Memorial in Alexandria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Bainbridge 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ss_cameronia.jpg
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Boys Brigade news 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hockey Victory 
On Monday March 6th at St Matthew’s Community Centre the Battalion 
hockey competition was held with three Companies taking part. 
The highlight of the night was our two derby games where our A team 
just manged to beat our B team. The final results were: 
4th A Team 12 points 
4th B Team 8 points 
8th (Westbourne) 2 points – 3rd on goal difference 
1st (St Hilda’s) 2 points 
 

Easter Eggheads – Both our Anchors and Juniors are looking forward 
to this event which runs from Monday 3rd – 7th April at St Matthew’s 
Community Centre 
 

Bacon Butty Sunday – April 9th Palm Sunday – whether you attend 
8.30 or 10.30 services -  you are invited to a Bacon Butty Breakfast at St 
Matthew’s from 9.30 – 10.15am 
 

Future dates  
May 19th Open Night 
June 10th Summer Fayre 
Finally we still have room for new members in each section so if you 
know anyone from 6 – 16 years of age who would like to join, please 
bring them along any Monday or Friday Night 

 
Breaking News Breaking News Breaking News Breaking News 

National Badminton Competition 
Playing brilliant, pulsating badminton our team narrowly missed out on 
reaching the Boys Brigade National Finals on Saturday March 18th,  
losing to the 32nd Nottingham Company - but our team can take pride in 
the fact that in their first year they reached the milestone of the Semi 
Finals. 
Our team was Rhyinn Emslie, Ellis Swales, Austin Turner and Kieran 
Southgate 
We will be trying for more sporting glory next year. 

George Bainbridge 
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Twenty things Signpost Editor does….. 
1. Liaise closely with Parish Administrator 
2. Contact regular contributors to ensure their copy has been 

submitted in time 
3. Write regular article 
4. Write additional articles on church events 
5. Encourage members of the congregation to contribute  
6. Chase up contributors 
7. Research possible articles for inclusion 
8. Find ‘fillers’ – humorous pieces, prayers etc  
9. Collate articles as they come in  
10. Chase up contributors! 
11. Proof read articles as they are collated 
12. Check all expected information has been received 
13. Email collated information to Parish Administrator 
14. Telephone contacts with  Parish Administrator to discuss placing 

of articles 
15. Chase up really late contributions 
16. Proof read magazine twice and return to Parish Office on both 

occasions 
17. Check Signpost has been printed and the collator/stapler 

contacted 
18. Collect Signpost from our wonderful collator/stapler Bob 
19. Bundle up and label Signposts for Deliverers & take all into church 
20. Send reminder letters to Deliverers to collect subscriptions & 

update their delivery list. 
Start to collect articles for next Signpost!!!!! 

St Matthew’s Community Centre 
Stranton’s Centre 

Your Centre 
The plans to update St Matthew’s are proceeding and the battle with 
the weeds has begun - they never take a holiday!!!, 
Also, if you live in the local area could readers keep an eye out for fly 
tipping at St Matthew’s, as this starting to be a regular problem. Please 
contact the Police on 101 with details.  
George Bainbridge 
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Mary Baines’ quick recipes revisited 
 

Microwave minted pea & ham soup 
1 ¼ pints chicken stock 
 2 Tablespoons cream 
1 lb frozen minted peas 
2oz ham finely chopped 
Pinch sugar 

Place stock & peas in a large bowl, cover & cook on high for 10 minutes. 
Liquidise or puree the soup. Stir in cream, sugar & ham & serve at once. 

 
 

Salmon Pie 
Medium tin of salmon 
½ lb mushrooms – sliced 
Large onion sliced finely 
Butter for frying 
Salt & pepper 
Sufficient frozen flaky pastry to line & top 8” pie dish 

Fry onion & sliced mushrooms in butter 
Roll half of pastry to cover bottom of greased dish 
Place half the mushrooms, then the salmon, lightly seasoned, then the remain-

der of the mushrooms & onions on the top 
Cover with remaining pastry (brush with milk for golden colour) 
Bake in hot oven until golden brown 

 

 
Chocolate mallow crisps 
4oz miniature marshmallows 
2oz butter 
8oz chocolate 
1oz chopped nuts of your choice 
1oz chopped dates or apricots 
3oz rice krispies 

Melt the butter over a low heat 
Melt the chocolate over a pan of hot water(or two minutes in the microwave) 
Then add chocolate to the butter 
Stir in the remaining ingredients including the rice krispies until well coated 
Spread mixture into a greased baking tray 
Chill then cut into bars 
Keep bars in airtight tin to keep crisp.  
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 Celebrate!Celebrate!Celebrate!   

Kate Lawson                                                             
Happy 21

st
 

Birthday 

If you have something to celebrate we would love to share it - email  
admin@stranton-church.org.uk 

or phone 864006.  
All entries to be in by the 16th of the month. 

April 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

to 

Wedding Congratulations  
to  

Chloe Greenwood &  
Jordan Thornhill 

for their marriage on April 1
st

 

God Bless from all at 

Stranton & Burbank 

Matt Appleyard 

Rachel Cartwright                        

Paul Cartwright 

Azam Chaichi 

Abigail Craig 

Andrew Craig 

Frank Endean 

Angela Hall 

Rebekah Hart 

Linda Parvin 

Alan Robertson 

David Robertson 

Bob Sinclair 
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 

Dates for your diary April and early May 2017 
 

April 
Mon 3rd- Fri 7th Easter Eggheads, St Matthew’s CC, 6-7.15pm 
   Details available from church or Church Office 
Sun 9th    Bacon Butties at St Matthew’s    9.30-10.15am 
Palm Sunday  Parade service, all welcome       10.30am 

Sun 23  APCM following joint service at 10.30  
    followed by shared lunch 
 

Mon 24th   PMC steering group, 5 Bathgate Tce 
Tues 25th   New Beginnings, Fulthorpe chapel 
 
 

May 
Tues 2nd   Standing Committee, The Vicarage 
Sun 7th   Nick and Bekah’s final Sunday 
          Joint service followed by shared lunch 
   Visit from Festo and Grace Kanungha 
Mon 8th    Nick’s licensing at St Oswald’s, Durham, 6pm 
Tues 9th   Prayer and Praise with Festo and Grace 
 

Holy Week 
Mon 10

th
- Wed 12

th
 Evening meditation, in church      7pm, 

Wed 12
th

   Holy Communion, St Matthew’s   10am 
Thurs 13

th
    A service for Maundy Thursday  

    Fulthorpe Chapel                7.30pm 
Fri 14

th
    Church open for reflection including  

    prayer stations                       12-2pm 

    An Hour at the Cross    2-3pm 

Sun 16
h
    Holy Communion                     8.30am 

Easter Sunday   Family Communion with Easter Egg Hunt  
                                                                              10.30am 

    Burbank Community Church     11am 
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Sidespersons 
 

   8.30am   10.30am  
 

2 April P Thompson  R Anderson 
      P Anderson 
 

9 April M Hutchinson  A Craig 
      F Endean 
 

16 April I Walker   S Shepherd 
      K Shepherd 
 

23 April P Porritt   G Webster 
      K Webster 
 

30 April B Butcher   D Greenwood 
      B Greenwood 

Baptisms 
 

 
12th March  Connie Magill 
    Tom Dolman   

Funerals 

 
28th February  Edna Swales 
28th February  Alan Mclean 
 

3rd March  Thomas Wilson Grieves 
8th March   Robert Lumley 
10th March  Mary Gray 
15th March  Ethel Bage 
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Who’s Who 

Vicar     
Revd  Norman Shave  34A Westbourne Road     233609 
E-Mail: nshave1@btinternet.com 
          
Associate Minister  
Revd  Andrew Craig  25 Egerton Road      422461 
 

Burbank Community Church Worker 
Clive Hall    10 Clarkson Court     278504 
 

Curate 
Revd  Nick Moore 40 Browning Avenue     597284 
 

Readers     
Alan Robertson   2 Northbrook Court      276926 
Mary Tones  40a Blakelock Road     265625 
 

Churches Together in Hartlepool 
Chair         Revd Richard Hetherington,  
    Oxford Road Baptist 
Secretary   Susan Atkinson,  
    St Mary's RC 
 

Authorised Pastoral Assistant 
Patricia Vaughan  144 Elwick Road      429178 
 

Church Wardens  Peter Anderson  22 Thetford Road  871266 
    Angela Craig 57 Claremont Drive   234279 
 

Music Group   Julie Shave 34A Westbourne Road  233609 
PCC Secretary   Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
Treasurer    David Craig  57 Claremont Drive   234279 
Asst. Treasurer   Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
Loyalty Treasurer  Peter Anderson 22 Thetford Road   871266 
Notice Sheet   The Office (Notices by the preceding Wednesday) 
Signpost Editorial  Jacqui Rogers  19 Trentbrooke Avenue 265527 
Signpost Advertising Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
Signpost Subscription Maureen Anderson 22 Thetford Road  871266 
St Matthew’s Booking Trish Playfor Church Office    894006 
 

Magazine articles to the parish office by 16th of every month. 

 

Church Office  St Matthew’s Community Centre 
    Arncliffe Gardens TS26 9JF 
Administrator   Trish Playfor              01429 894006 
    E-Mail: admin@stranton-church.org.uk 
    Web Site: www.stranton-church.org.uk 
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